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VINDICATION, Sc. 


My DEAR Lov 


thoſe Letters which I did aouelf 
the Honour of writing to your 
Dora ſome few Years ago, wherein ! 
committed my Thoughts to Paper, at 
your Requeſt, with regard to ſome na- 
tural Curioſities of the foffil Kind, and 
was thereby led to a philoſop ical Vin- 
dication of the 'Moſarcal” Account of 
the Creation and Deluge ; I therein 
tock it for granted that the Books of 
Moſes were a genuine Hiſtory undoubt- 
lo wr "Mofes himfelf, and that 
3 thereof had been ſuf- 
| ciently eſtabl et ſo as to need no for- 
.. 
Bur, my Lord, as 4 2 great Genius 
hath lately thought proper to call theſe 
Things into Queſtion, aint And, under the 
Pretence of ſhewing, that they are not 
fufficient Materials on which to found 
A 2 a 
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| Opinion O 


a general Syſtem, either of Hiſtory or 


Chronology, has thought proper to 
make ſuch Objections to the Books both 


of the old and new Teſtament, as muſt, 
if true, greatly invalidate their Teſti- 


mony ; I chooſe to renew my Correſ— 
8 at this Time, that I * 
ave an O e of giving you 
Performance. A 


leſt any Bin wh ich Lord Bolling- 
broke hath ROT OP whoſe Abilities 
I know your Lordſhip, hath an high 
Opinion, ſhould make too ſtrong an 


Impreſlion, an. your with Regard 
to thoſe acred We; 8 Wall regu- 


larly conſider thoſe © bjections, which 


his Lordſhi hath induſtriouſly collect. 
ed, and as EY, diſplayed. un N 
Diſguiſe of a Friend; witho 


to have, any pr 


hurt revealed Nee 1 


ſhall endeavour to ſupport and 
the Authority of the Hiſtory 15 I 
Bible in he. very and on the 


very Plan which bean hath Point- 


ed out. * 7 5 211 30 
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AVINDICATION,'&:. &s Ml 
Nor, my Lord, as I before obſerved, 
that the noble Viſcount has openly at- 
tacked Revelation as a profeſſed 'Therſt, 
but raiſes theſe Scruples only, as he ex- 
preſſeth it, out o/ Zeal for Chriſtianity : 
and yt in the ſelf fame Paragraph de- 
clares it as his poſitive Opinion, hat 
Chriſtianity has been on the Decay ever nge 
the Reſurrection of Letters. t. Can any 
Thing in Nature be more inſidious? 
Does your Lordſhip think, that Lord 
Bollingbroke could believe that Doctrine 
to be true, which he declares will not 
in His Opinion, ſtand® the Teſt of a 
free and open Enquiry; which flouriſh- 
eth/ only under the Barkneſs of Igno- 
rance, and vaniſheth away like Morning 
Dew on the Approach of the Sunſhine 
of Knowledge? It is Things that are 
Evil, my Lord, which Tove Darkneſs + 
rather” than Light": the true brilliant 
Diamond never gives forth its Luſtre 
to ſo much Advantage as in the bright- 
Eſt Sunſhine: And ſuch I truſt in Gop 
| yu Cy ſhew wood be on the 
nbd, ſtricteſt | 


p. 165. % Edition, publiſhed by Smith, 
0a P. 167. 
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ſtricteſt Enquiry ; and that it will ſtill 
come out the brighter, the more it is 
ſcrutinized by the fiery Trial of a juſt 
and ſevere Criticiſm. 
Bur, my Lord, why did not Lord Bo/- 
{ingbroke Peak openly and fairly? why 
does he chooſe to attack Chriſtianity ra- 
ther under the Character of a falſe 
Friend, than of an open Enemy? The. 
A which he makes, or at leaft 
which he ſeems deſirous ſhould be un- 
derſtood as ſuch, for this Proceeding, is 
inſerted in the ſecond Page of the firſt 
Letter, where he ſays, I think that a 
« due Deference is to be to re- 
« ceived Opinions, and a due 
Compliance with received Cuſtoms 
« is to be held; although both the one 
t and the other ſhould be, what they 
_ often are, abſurd or ridiculous. But 
« this Servitude is outward only, and 
* abridges in no Sort the Liberty of 
private Judgment. The Obligations 
of ſubmitting to it even outwardly, 
% extend no further, than to thoſe 
Opinions and Cuſtoms which cannot 


Abe oppoſed; or from which we can- 
bs not 


. 
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« not deviate without doing Hurt, or 
„ Living g Offence, ” Society. In all 
te theſe Caſes, our Speculations ought 
e to be free: in all other Caſes our 
Practice ought to be fo.” 

AND now 1 — to your Lordſhip, 
whether you can think in your Con- 
ſcience that the noble ViGount had 
.that tender Regard for 2 of the 
Miniſtry, the T — Biſhops 
Bench, — the Peace of Society, as to 
chooſe upon that Account to propoſe 
his Obje&tions work CLINE 
guiſed Chriſtian. * than a pro 
Deiſt? or whether he had 1 —_ 
much Senſe to im that the fame 
Effect of the Diſturbance of Society 
would not equally follow from both ? 
only with this Diſſerence, that the De- 
ſigns of a falſe Friend are not ſo eafily - 
diſcovered as thoſe of an open Enemy; 
and the Wounds that are given, are not 
only deeper but ſurer. 

Joes indeed the Force of his b 
Performance lies in the Deceitfulneſs of 
it, in artfully ſubſtituting one Thing 
for another; like a Juggler at Cards, 


4 Who 
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who ſhews you one Card while he art- 
fully whips another into the Place of it. 
Thus in the very Caſe before us, when 
Lord Bo/lingbroke ſays that Chriftianity 
has been upon the Decay ever fince the Re 
ſurrection of Letters, Here it is mani- 
-feſt, if we look into his Reaſoning, that 
he has palmed ray upon his 
Readers inſtead of Popery ; for his Ar- 
2 all run againſt Paper but be- 

ore he ſhews his Hand he whips in 
Chriſtianity in Lieu thereof. That you 
may not think I alſo intend to deceive, 
take his own Words. Obſerve then, 

% my Lord, ſays he, that the Demoli- 
« tion of the papal Throne was not at- 
< tempted with Succeſs until the Be- 
« ginning of the ' ſixteenth Century. 

.« — A Multitude of 8 
'«-which you will eaſily trace in the 
CO bficerith and 3 Centuries, to 
go no further back, concurred to 
on AG about this great Event.—A- 

'<, mong. theſe Circumſtances, there is 

one leſs complicated and more ob- 

vious than others, which was of 
| So ce 


« principal and univerſal” Influence. 
The Art of Printing had been in- 
<« vented about forty or fifty Vears be- 
fore the Period We fix: from that 
Time the Reſurrection of Letters 
<« haſted on a- pace; and at this Period 
e they had made great Progreſs, and 
<« were cultivated with great Applica- 
<< tion. — As ſoon as the Means of ac- 
< quiring and ſpreading ' Information 
grew common, it is no Wonder that 
« a Syſtem was unravelled, which 
could not have been woven with 
<- Succeſs in any Ages, but thoſe of 
groſs Ignorance: _ credulous Su- | 
perſtition. T |. 
Ap yet this is the * Artrurnent Ne 1 
roduceth' to prove that:Chriſtianity has 1 
on the Decay ever ſince thè Re- 
ſurrection of Letters. Whereas it 18 i 
rebllydnd truly a Proof of the direct com 


e 2 vic does prove that Popery 
ha n the Decay ever ſince 


the Reſariodtion uf Letters, - fo will the 
ſame Method of arguing ſerve to prove 
that Xe etioaCoen: of has con- 

Oni | Af 13 14 212 tributed 
517. 15, 132, 183. 
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I] tributed to the Revival of true Chriftia- 
nit), which muſt and will be enlivened 
| along with the Reſurrection of Letters. 
4 Bur, my Lord, this is not the only 
| Place where he has proceeded in this 
deceitful Method of Reaſoning, as will 
| appear in the Sequel of this Letter. 
And I am ſorry that I muſt fay, al- 
| though I hope to convince your Lord- 
” ſhip of the Truth of it, that his whole 
Argumentation againſt the Authenticity 
of the Scripture Hiſtory in the old and 
_ new Teſtament, is one continued Piece 
of fallacious Sophiſtry. As for Inſtance: 
His Lordſhip. takes a great deal of 
learned Pains to ſhew the Imperfection 
of ancient prophane Hiſtory, as wall 
as he does of ancient ſacred 1 
which, at the fame Time that it-ſerves % 
to make a great Shew of ; 
| ks likewiſe this further Uſe, that by 
overturning the Credibility of ancient 
prophane Hiſtory, he ſets afide the | 
Force of that Evidence, which the Vui- 
dicators of revealed Religion have pro- 
duced in Support of the ſacred Writings 
from the concurrent Teſtimony of the 


mends the Enquiry into ancient Hiſto- 


N 
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ancient prophane Hiſtorians ; and yet 
through his whole Treatiſe, he recom- 


ry, in order to eftabliſh thoſe biſtoricat 
« Fats in ſacred Hiſtory, which are the 


c Foundation of the whole Syſtem, on 


tc clear and ungueſtionabie hiſtorical Au- 
te thority,” * which is manifeſtly actin 

the Part of a faithleſs Dalilab, in ff 
depriving us of our Strength, and then 


be Philiſtines be upon tbee, Sampſon ! 
AND the more effectually to do this, 
his Lordſhip ſets out with ridiculing 


Scaliger, Bochart, Petavius and Us/ber, 


who have attempted to make this En- 


quiry into ancient prophane Hiſtory ; 


and declares a thorough Contempt for the 


 - wwhole Buſineſs of theſe learned Lives ; + 


and pray obſerye the Reaſon ; becauſe, 


ſays he, The ſame Materials are common 


to them all; but theſe Materials are few, 
and there is a moral Impoſſibility that t 

ſhould ever haue more. T“. 7 
AND what then? Surely the fewer 
theſe Materials are, the more RO 


P. 166. +P.5. P. 5. 


ling out in the Voice of a Friend, 
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there is for conſidering them in all the 
various Lights that are poſſible. He re- 
commends an' Enquiry into ancient Hi- 


ſtory, and then declares his Contempt 


for thoſe that do ſo; and why ? Be- 
cauſe the Materials are few. That is, 
becauſe there were not as many Books 
written before the Invention of Letters, 
as there have been fince the Art of 
Printing has been diſcovered. His 
Lordſhip obſerves,* that « the Divines 
10 ied; in their Diſputes with Atheiſts, 
and they object very juſtly, fays he, 
that theſe Men, require improper 
« Proofs.” And may not they make 


the ſame os ection at preſent againſt 


his Lerctip as a Theiſt? when he 
contemns theſe Authors for not produ- 
cing more Materials than according to 
his own Aﬀertion, i it is poſſible for them 
to produce. 

Bur how does he know that there is 


2 moral Impoſſibility they ſhould ever 


have more ?. was it not owing to Us er 


that we now have the Copy of the Sa- 


maritan Penteteuch, which is a livin g 


Evidence 
p. 160. 
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Evidence that the five Books of Moſes 
have not been corrupted in any mate- 
rial Point fince the Defection of Sama- 
ria, and the violent Animoſities that 
aroſe on that Account between the 
Fews and Samaritans. But his Lord-- 
ſhip ſays further, that theſe Authors 
4 cs ſuppoſed, have gueſſed, have 
« disjointed Paſſages of different Au-+ 
« thors, and broken Traditions of un- | 
« certain Originals, &c.” * That Scali- 
ger, Bochart and Marſham, have ſome- 
times indulged their Imigination too 
much, I will readily allow; but I ab- 
folutely deny the Charge againſt Peta. 
vius and Us/her. And as there are no 
Inſtances produced, he has left me'no 
other Means of refuting him. 

- His Lordſhip then fays, Julius Ahr. 
canus, Euſebius, and George the Monk, 
opened the principal Sources of all this 
Science; but they corrupted the Wa- 
ters. In Proof of which, he fays, 
4 The Dynaſties of Manetho, for . 
ce ſtance, are broken to Pieces by Eu- 


« ſebius, and ſuch F * of them 


N 


TP 5 
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& as ſuited his Deſign are ſtuck into his 
« Works. We have, we know, no 
« more of them,” * Which Aﬀertin, 
although falſe in itſelf, for we know that 
N we baue more of them, than what are in 
f Euſebius, yet ſeems to with it this 
dious Inſinuation, as if Euſebius after 
| he had picked out what made moſt for 
his "oc e, had then deſtroyed the 
F Remainder to prevent their riſing in 
Judgment againſt him ; whereas, I 
doubt very much whether ever Euſe- 
_ Gus had ſeen the Works of Manetho s 
as Books were then by no Means ſo eaſy 
to be come at, as they have been ſince 
the Invention of the Art of Printing. 
For that Work of Euſebius, which is 
Here alluded to, is his Chronicon, in 
kong e 2 $ ynchro- 8 
nize the and pro Hiſtory, 
and to reduce them * — one regular 
Series of Chronology; and the Books 
which he mentions as having conſulted 
upon this Head are, Hyginus, Clemens, 
22 canus, Tatianus, Joſepbus and 2 
tus ; but does not fay one Word about 
AP. 


2. 6. 
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Africanus had indeed 


Manetho. Julius | 
made a Kind of Abſtract out of Mane- 
tho, in which we know he did not ex- 
te {Dc Princes, becauſe by com- 
paring him with ſome other Extracts 
made out of Manetho, which are pre- 
ſerved in Foſephus, we know he has very 
juitly omitted the Names of the 
Queens, that are mentioned by Mane- 
tho, it being now univerſally acknow- 
ledged among the learned, that Egypt 
was then an elective _ —_— that 
the Epyptiansalwa ir Princes, 
either out of thar Prieſthoad, or out 
of the Army. So that if Lord Bolling- 
broke had read Jeſephus, whom he ne- 
vertheleſs quotes very frequently, he 


would have found that we #now more of 


Manetho than what is in Euſebius. And 
what inclines me to think that Euſebius 
had not ſeen the Works of Manetho, or 
at leaſt had them not in his Poſſeſſion, 
1s, that 
Evangelica of the Affairs of Egypt, he 
barely mentions Manetbo, as an Author 
who had written largely on that Sub- 


after Manetho in his Liſt of 


g in his Preparatis 
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jet, but makes his Quotations, and 


thoſe no ſmall ones, out of Diodorus 
Siculus. | WY IT AY 
Tux his Lordſhip proceeds and 
ſays, The Codex Alexandrinus we owe 
«© to George the Monk. We have no 
* other Authority for it: and one can- 


cc not ſee without Amazement ſuch. a 


<«.' Man as Sir h Marſham underva- 
<« luing this Authority in one Page, and 
« building his Syſtem upon it in the 
© next. When Men of Learning 
ſpeak of the Codex Alexandrinus, they 
are generally ſappoſed to mean the fa- 
mous Alexandrian MSS Copy of the 
new Teſtament: But, that is a Book 
that was not known to George the 
Monk, who flouriſhed about 100 Vears 
ago, in an Age when that Book and the 
Value of it were unknown. + George 
the Monk, otherwiſe much better 
known by the Name of Syncellus, does 
indeed mention an ancient Chronicle, 
which, notwithſtanding its boaſted An- 
tiquity, muſt have been written, as Sir 
:Fobn Marſbam juſtly remarks, fince the 
Euſeb. Prep, L. 2. C. 1. 
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* Sync. P. 31. Ed. Par. 


third Vear of the hundred and ſeventh 
Olympiad, becauſe it mentions Necta- 
nebo, whoſe Flight was about fifteen 
Years before the Expedition of AMexan- 
der, Which Book Syncellus, e 
led the ſubſequent Authors, and par- 
ticularly Manetho, into all his Errors 
about the Antiquity of the Egyptian 
Dynaſties.* And where is the great 


Harm if Sir John Marſham ſometimes 


receives and ſometimes rejects the Au- 
thority of this ancient Chronicle, as he 
finds it agree or diſagree with other Au- 


thorities, which he imagines to have 


either better or worſe Foundation for 


what they aſſert? Does not his Lord- 


take this Liberty even with the 
holy Scriptures, and reject the hiſtori- 
cal Part, while he is pleaſed-to honour 
the Doctrines of original Sin, the Tri- 

nity, and the coming of the Meſſiah, 
with ſeeming Tokens of his Approba- 
tion? But x his Lordſhip 'mentions 


this Book, * ich Syzce//us only entitles 
.vetus Chronicon, under the Denomina- 


tion of Codex Alexandrinus, I chooſe to 


ö refer 
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refer to the Conjectures of the Reader, 
rather than to- make any RefleRions 
thereon myſelf. | 
Bur the noble Viſcount in his next 
Letter goes on, and tells the Story of 
Abgarus,* and of the Beaſts which 
when turned looſe ran each of them. 
immediately to that Part of the Circus, 
where a Parcel of Earth taken from 
their. native Soil had been laid; and 
then adds, This Tale might paſs on 
* Foſephus for in him I believe I read 
« it,” + He tells the ſame Story in 
another Place, with the additional Fa- 
ble of the Letters which paſſed between 
„ and Feſus Chriſt. Which I 
mention now to ſet your Lordſhip 
ri Ir t with Regard to the Authors 
Name in whom theſe Stories are told, 
and that is Euſebius and not Yoſepbus. 
And likewiſe to deſire you would re- 
mark that the greateſt Authors may be 
gui of ſmall Miſtakes, without im- 
peaching their Veracity, or their Judge- 
ment in other Particulars; and to ac- 
knowledge that I think Euſebjus _— 


*P,24 1 B. 2. P. 18. 
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| little too credulous, in ſome other In- 
ſtances as well as theſe; but that he 

muſt nevertheleſs be eſteemed * 
ſon of great Veracity, 
Judgement, in the general. Mathew 
Paris is an Hiſtorian of undoubted Au- 
thority in moſt Caſes, and yet np 
much more credulous than Eufeb:us in 
many Particulars. That there were 
tous Frauds committed in, and be- 
re the Days of Euſebius, is not to be de- 
nied; but it is the Buſineſs of Criticiſn, 
as his Lordſhip juſtly expreſſeth it, #0 
ſeparate the Ore from the Droſs.* For 
fays his Lordſhip again, Ve tribe out 
Truth by the Confrontation of different 
Accounts : as we flrike out Sparks of 
Fire by the Colliſian of Flints and Steel. 7 
Which has been tolerably well per- 
formed fince the Revival of- Letters, 
and is every Day improving ſince the 
Reformation. Inſomuch, that our learn- 
ed Author is forced to acknowledge that 
c the Moderns have invented new Me- 
. thods of an. and _ abandon- 


—— 
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* ed ſome Poſts that were not tena- 
«ble at - 0497 | 
In his third Letter +, Lord Bolling- 
broke, ſpeaking of the uncertainty of an- 
cient Hiſtory ſays, BgBeroſus for In- 
* ſtance, and Manetho, one a Babylo- 
% nian and the other an Egyptian Prieſt; 
had publiſhed the Antiquities of their 
“ Countries in the Time of the Pole 
« mes. Beroſus pretended to give the 
« Hiſtory of four hundred eighty 
% Years. Pliny, if I remember right, 
“ for I fay this on Memory, ſpeaks to 
«. this Effect in the fixth Book of his 


< natural Hiſtory: and if it was ſo theſe 


« Years were probably Years of Nabo- 
« nafſar.” And here I cannot but ob- 
ſerve, that this noble Author quotes of- 
ten upon Memory, in order I ſuppoſe 
to give theſe Letters the Air of a ſlight 
and curſory Performance; although it 
is manifeſt from Lord Bo/lingbroke's laſt 
Will, that the four firſt of theſe Letters 
were - privately printed during his Eife 
Time, though not publiſhed, and if I am 
tightly informed, were diſtributed a- 

TT mong 
2 P. 63. 
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mong ſome of his learned Friends for 
their critical Reviſal, who might have 
ſet him to Rights if they pleaſed, where 
he made any Miſtakes.” , But however, 
though rg Miſtake here made is no 
great one, I think it proper to inform 

our Lordſhip and the Reader of theſe 

tters, that it is in the ſeventh Book 
of Pliny's Nera that Beroſus 
is mentioned by him. in ewe: Places. 


the eat Honours, that were paid. to 


Beraſus by the Athenians, to whom, 
though la Foreigner, they erected a Sta- 


tue in the publick Gymnaſium, with a 
golden 3 on Account of his, Skill 
in Aſtrology- - And in che other, Argue 
ing for the gr 


mentions this Ba enen 
Poſlefign-ef-Afirgnomical Obſervations 
75 vp Wards f, Years before, his 
Time; which ig very different from 
what, his, Lordi ip alert, that Beroſus 
de * Hiſtam of faun hun- 
ama Fig 1 Fear $4, MW hemas: Bergſus 
10 He od) 1991s z anna Wow 
8 Hiſt. I. 7. c. 37. 56. 


eat Antiquity of the Art of | 
literary Writing, he ſays, that,Beroſus 
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wrote a chronological Hiſtory of Chat: 
-.. ea and the adjacent Countries, from 
the Flood of Noah to the Conqueſt of 
Babylon by Cyrus, comprehending a Pe- 
riod at leaſt" of 1700 Years, 
Of which I have Occafion to ſpeak 
| more fully in the Sequel of this Work. 
— g that Beroſus had given or 
ve an Hiftory of four hun- 
Gd ogy Ba; What is the Mean- 
ing of the following Remark? And if 
of Nabonaſſar. Where-is'the'Senſe "of 
this? or what is it to the Purpoſe? One 
would de apt de imagine in order" ts 
make Senſe of it, that che Years of 
Nabonaſſar were different from, and 
Vere either longer or ſhorter than com- 
mon- Vears. Whereas that is not the 
Fuad. Nabonaſſar was a famous King 
of Babylon, from the Commencement 
of whoſe Reign the Babylonians began 
the Date of that remarkable Aſtrono- 
mical Era, which from him was called 
the Era of Ne ar, and commen- 
eed about ſeven Vears after the Build- 
ing of Nome, 235 after the Death of 
ener H Solomon, 
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Solomon, and about 480 Years before 
the Time of Beroſus, So that h 
the Ara of Nabonaſſar differed from 
other Æras, yet the Years of Nabonaſſay 
did not differ from other Nas. Upon 
all which J ſhall only remark, 


a very difficult — Perſons 
who have more of the Shadow than 
the Subſtance of Learning, 


willing to make — — 
therewith, to keep themſelves from be- 
ing detected, and rendering themſelves 
che Objects of Ridicule to the more 
knowing Part of their Readers. ont 
= fays the 4 Age an 4 had 
by: e us and Man- 
« tho) giv — 2 
* 2 — n RR 
* tures of the Fews; - Foſephus, Nuliur 
and Euſebius have 
* made quite other Abſtracts from their 
& „ Writings, and would have altered 
4. and contradicted them leſs.” Julius 
Africanus was indeed Fool 7 h to 
be at the Trouble of acts 
out of Manet bo, ind both — 


Eufebius and Sir Jahn Marſham, have 
paid 


% AVINDICATION, G. 
paid too much Regard to ſome of his 


— — hv. — — äœ?IH— — — — — — —— I 


Aſſertions, but it would have been a 
Shame for them if they had not con- 


ans themſelves being ſo little content 
with'that Work of his, that it was but 
a few Vears afterwards when Ptolemy 
Euergetes thought it proper to emplo 

Eratoſt henes ee new Gifs 
of Egypt in order to ſupply the Defects 
and Imperfections of Manetho. But 
with Regard to Beroſus, I can aſſure 
your Lordſhip that Foſephn#5s ſo far 
from contradicting him, that he appeals 
to his Work in Support: of the Hiſtory 
of tlie Bible: And Huſabius is. ſo far 
from kither contracting him or contra- 
dicting: Rim, that he has literally and 
faithfülly copied after Him in his Liſt of 
the HAhrian Kings, and has given them 
in the ſame Order of Succeſſion, and 
has Allowed th ſameberact Period / of 


Time for the Duration of each Reign. 


And I now leave it to your Lordſhip, 
to make your own' Reflections, on the 
Treatment given łheſe great Hiſtorians. 
eve, ga NUM nad 2 bas rags 
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ot us his Sentiments upon Sacred Hi- 


ory, in which he draws a burleſque 
Picture enough of the miraculous Sto- 
ries told by ſome Hellen;/tical eus im 
Favour of the Septuagint Verſion of the 


Bible. And then concludes Thus 
© you ice, my Lord, that when we con- 
< ſider theſe Boqks barely as Hiſtories, 
<« delivered to ug on the Faith of a ſu- 
64 perſtitious People, among whom the 
Cuſtom and Art of pious Lying pre- 
<« vailed remarkably, we may be allow - 
<.,ed to doubt, whether greatet Credit 
Leis to be given to what they tell us 
J. concerning the Otiginal, compiled 
cin their own Country, and as it were 

cut of the Sight of the reſt of de 

„% World.“ 

| But What is alli this to the Purpoſe * 
What does it ſignify what filly: Stories- 
are told either by the Helleniſtical, or: 
Hebrew, Jews in Favour either of the 
Original or the Copy? And what does 

it ſignify in reality, whether the Tran- 
lation was made by one Man, or by, 

five, or by ſeventy? The Books are both, 
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The noble Viſcount comes then to 
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of them in Being; let them ſpeak for 


themſelves. Compare them together; 


and ſee whether they agree in the main 


Points. If they do, is it not an un- 


doubted Proof of the Original being ex- 


tant and in great Credit ſo long ago as 
the Time of Prolemy Philadelpbus, when 
this Tranſlation of it was firſt made? 
But why-ſhould any filly Stories told in 
Favour of a Tranſlation prejudice- us 
againſt the Original? Becauſe, fays the 


noble Viſcount, we may be allowed 


c to doubt whether greater Credit is to 
be given to what they tell us con- 


er cerning the Original.” And fo we 


ought; it is Doubts alone that lead to 
Truth. And if we had no better Proof 
in-Favour of what they tell us concern- 
ing the Original, than for thoſe filly 
Stories that are told of the Copy, I 
would join with the noble Viſcount in 
rejecting the one as well as the other. 
But before I have finiſhed this Paper, I 
hope to convince your Lordſhip, 'that 
our Belief in the Original is founded 
on ſuch rational and undeniable Evi- 
dence as cannot fairly be rejected. 
2 Le Not 
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Not that I ſhall quote Alexander Po- 
lyhiftor, though of undoubted Authori- 
ty, becauſe his Lordſhip makes a {light 
Objection againſt him, For, ſays he, 
© even Mexander Polybiſtor is called in, 
c he is quoted by Jeſepbus and praiſed 
© by Euſebtus,” (His Lordſhip might 


have ſaid that Euſebius quotes him as well 


as Joſephus, for he makes much larger 
Quotations out of him than Fofephus” 
does) „ as a Man of Parts, and great 
« Variety of Learning. His Teſtimo- 
ee ny, about the Deluge and Tower of 
e Babel is produced by St. Oyril in his 
< firſt Book againſt Julian: And Ju. 
<« ſtin the Apologiſt and Martyr, in his 
« Exhortation to the Greeks, makes Uſe 
< of the ſame Authority; among thoſe 


that mention Moſes as a Leader and 


Prince of the eus. Though this 
« Pohyhiſtor, if remember right what 
J think IJ have met with in Snidas, 
ce ſpoke only of a Woman he called 
« Moſo. [t is certain that Sadat 
under the Word M does ſay; ac-" 
cording to the Latin Tranſlation quoted 
— B 2 by 
* P. 69. 
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by his Lordſhip, Mulier Hebræa, cujus 
eſt Scriptum, ipſa Lex apud Hebr@os, \ 
ut ait Alexander Milefius Polybiſtor. And 
under the Title Aαεεανναο e where he 
is ſpeaking of the Works of Polybiſtor 
he ſays, In his dicit fuiſſe Mulierem he- 
bream Nomine Moſo, cujus Scriptum fit 
Lex illa que ęſt apud Hebræcs. But 
then I am ſure that Lord Bollingbroke - 
did not believe Suidas; as the Thing is 
abſurd to a Degree of Ridicule; and in 
which Light I am confident the noble 
Viſcount even quoted it in this Place; 
as he could not but have read the juſt 
Character which is given of Suidas by 
his Friend Mr. Pope, in his Notes on 
the Dunciad. 2 
The Works of Polyhi/tor are loſt, but 
in thoſe Quotations which remain out 
of him, there is no ſuch thing to be 
found as Suidas mentions; en on the 
contrary he ſpeaks with Reſpect of Mo- 
ſes, as being a wiſe Man and the Legi- 
flator of the Tes. He was an Author 
of great Repute; and is not only ſpoken 


of as ſuch by A and t 
an 


s 


En : 
US, , 


nd 


- « World, *till Chriſtianity 


be under a 
imagines the Books of the Old Teſta- 
ment were deſigned to inſtruct Men in 
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and the other Authors mentioned by his 
* Lordſhip, but alſo by Pliny in his Na- 
tural Hiſtory; and indeed I ſhould have 
thought it beneath the Genius of Lord 


Bollingbroke to retail ſo poor a Joke as 


that of Suidas, in only making an old 
Woman of Moſes. 


But ſays the noble Viſcount, © In 
«* ſhort, my Lord, the Jeuiſb Hiſtory 
© never obtained any Credit in the 
was eſta- 
« bliſhed.” What not among the 
FJeus? Did not they believe it? And if 
they did, was not that all that was then 
intended by it? His Lordſhip ſeems to 
great Miſtake, when he 


Arts or Sciences, or in the general 


Knowledge of Geography, Hiſtory, or 
Chronology; for — were deſigned 


imarily and chiefly for the Uſe of the 
eus, to point out to them their Me 


eb, to eſtabliſh a Set of 'Laws for their 


icular State, to inform them in the 


Knowledge of Gop and his Laws, and 
Big 5 : to 
P. 22. 
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to excite them to Obedience, by con- 
vincing them, that he was the Creator 
of this World, that he was their daily 
Preſerver, and that they were under his 
immediate Inſpection both with Regard 
to Rewards and Puniſhments. And 
therefore this Hiſtory, which concern- 
ed itſelf about Religion more than Po- 
liticks, paſſed unregarded by Strangers, 
becauſe- it was not written like other 
Hiſtories, where the Succeſs of all hu- 
man Affairs is attributed to, and by 
which it can only be accounted for in 
all prophane Hiſtory, the Wiſdom, the 
Courage, or the Conduct of Maniſters, 
of Generals, or of Soldiers, and vice 
verſa. Whereas in this Hiſtory all E- 
vents are attributed to the immediate 
Direction of Gop, and the Succeſs or 
Reverſe of all the Actions of the Vrael- 
ites is manifeſtly ſhewed to depend up- 
on him; and the ſecret Springs of all 
their good as well as bad Fortune are 
revealed unto them, and are demon- 
ſtrably ſhewed to ariſe, not from their 
worldly Wiſdom, or worldly Folly; 
not from their owp Power or Weak- 

n = nels; 
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neſs; not from their Courage or Cow- 


| ardice; but from Gop, whoſe Favour 


or whoſe Frowns depended on their 
Obedience or Diſobedience to his Laws; 


which is the great Moral that is incul- 


cated through the whole. Tenor of the 
Old Teſtament. And whereas. his 
Lordſhip truly obſerves that in profane 
Hiſtory, an ingenious Writer may 
very innocently account for Events 
after they have happened, by a Sy- 
e ſtem of Cauſes and Conduct that did 
not really produce them: * In this 
Hiſtory it is quite otherwiſe, ſince who- 
ever carefully conſults it will from 
thence learn, fo vindicate the Ways of 
Gop with Man, not according to Ap 
pearances only, but according to Truth. 
Bur, ſays our Author, I appre- 
tc hend that the Zeal of both (Fews and 
« Chriſtians) has done much Hurt, by 
«< endeavouring to extend their Autho- 
« rity much further than is neceſlary; 
« for the Support perhaps of Judaiſm, 
but to be ſure o Chriftianity”"t And 
then he proceeds to explain himſelf, and 
B 4 en- 
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endeavours to ſhew that this Extenſion 
of their Authority conſiſts in attributing 
a divine Inſpiration to the Authors of 
Which he ſeems in ſome 
Places willing to confine to ſuch Parts 
of Scripture as concern the Law, the 
Doctrine, or the Prophecies, And con- 
ſents to allow, for Example, that the 
Doctrine of Original Sin, the Trinity, 
and the Coming of the Meſſiah, may be 
eſtabliſhed thereby, together with he 
Infallibility of Scipture Authority as far 
as Religion is concerned,* But he then 


raiſes ſuch Objections againſt this Di- 


theſe Books. 


ſtinction, 


hinting, that by this Means 


e the greateſt Part of their Chrenolo- 
« oy, and the far greateſt Part of their 
« Hiſtory would be excluded; 4 and 
that this Notion of Inſpiration, which 
« came occaſionally, and that illumi- 
e nated the Minds and guided the 
« Hands of the facred Penmen while 
% they were writing one Page, and re- 
« ſtrained their Influence, while the 
« fame Authors were writing another, 
may be cavilled againſt; + that he 


P. 70 


1 Ibid, 


plainly 
+ P. 72. 
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prey ſhews to a conſiderate Reader, 
e does by no Means deſign or defire to 
* adbere to theſe Diſtinctions, & but that 
this Diſtinction is only ironically pro- 
duced, or in plain Eugliſb, that the a- 
forementioned Conceſſion, in Favour 
of Original Sin, &c. is only a Piece of 
Double- Dealing. 

I ſhall therefore endeavour to ſet be- 
fore you the true Nature and Extent of 
Inſpiration as far as occurs tome; how- 
ever, I muſt premiſe, that the Doctrine 
of Inſpiration, together with-the trueLi- 
mits thereof, is attended with great 
Difficulties, and is in reality a Diſpute 
between Divines themſelves who be- 
lieve revealed Religion, rather than a 
Diſpute between Believers and Diſ-be- 
lievers of Revelation; becauſe, that if 
the Doctrine and Hiſtory contained in 
the Scripture be true, we are in Duty 
and Conſcience obliged to believe it, 
although the Authors were not inſpired. 
I ſhall therefore venture to give my 
own private Opinion therein, ee 1s 


this. 


P. 74. * 
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ST. Paul in his Epiſtle to Timothy 
fays, All Scripture is given by Inſpirati- 
en of GOD, and is profitable for Doc- 
trine, for Reproof, for Correction, for In- 
firuftion in Righteouſneſs ; that the Man 
of GOD may be perfect, thoroughly fur- ' 
mſhed unto all good Works.** Whence it 
plainly appears, that the main End and 
Uſe of Inſpiration is not to gratify our 
Curioſity, or for the Information and 
Improvement of our Minds in Arts and 
Sciences, or in Hiſtory and Chronolo- 
oy, but for our Inſtruction in Righ- 
teouſneſs, that the Man of Gop, that 
is, the Servant of Gop, or the Man 
who is willing to dedicate himfelf to 
the Service of Gop, may be thorough- 
ty furniſhed with all Manner of In- 

ruction, in Righteouſneſs, neceſſary to 
excite him to the Performance of good 

Works. And therefore if the Infalli- 
bility of Scripture Authority as far as 
Religion is concerned be but ſecured, as the 
noble Viſcount expreſſeth it, I am hum- 
bly of Opinion that that is ſufficient. . 
But then how can this be ſecured, 9 
: | G 


* 2 Tim. 3, 16, 17. 
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the ſame infallible Pen which is dicta- 
ting Truth in one Page is declaring 
Falſehoods in the next? And how ſhall 
we diſtinguiſh the one from the other? 
This therefore cannot be allowed. It 
muſt either be all true or all falſe. 

But it is objected and with too much 
Reaſon, that * theſe Scriptures are come 
ce down to us broken and confuſed, full 
*« of Additions, and Interpolations, and 
« Tranſpoſitions, made we neither know 
« when, nor by whom; and ſuch in 
“ ſhort, as never appeared on the Face 
« of any other Book on which Men 
© have agreed to rely.” * The Rea- 
ſon of which is, becauſe there never 
was any other Book in the World, not- 
withſtanding all theſe Objections, on 
which Men had fo much Reaſon to 
rely. For though there are manifeſtly 
ſome ſmall Additions, Interpolations, 
and Tranſpoſitions in the facred Writ- 
ings, of no great Conſequence, which 
have been detected, and are daily de- 
tecting, as Learning encreaſes in the 
World, yet theſe are by no * - 

| uch 
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ſuch Purport, as to impeach the Vera- 
city of the Whole, or to prevent theſe 


Scriptures from taking Effect with Re- 


gard to the general Deſign of inſtruct- 
ing the Man of Gop in Righteouſneſs, 
for which they were originally intend- 
ed. And indeed was it not“ for the 
« peculiar Care of. Providence in preſer- 
eving them through all the Changes and 
« Chances to which theſe Books were ex- 
& poſed;”* it would have been impoſſi- 
ble for them to have come ſo entire to 
our Hands as they are at preſent, not- 
withſtanding all their ImperfeCtions :. 
For, was it not for the particular Direc- 
tions given by Moſes of having his Writ- 
ings placed in the Ark, and kept in the 
Sanctuary, it is morally impoſſible they, 
could have been preſerved at all; if we. 
do but conſider the early Age of the 
World, in which theſe Books were 
written; that it was before the Inven- 
tion either of Paper or Parchment; 
when the Art of 1 Writing was 
in its Infancy; and the Scribes were 
obliged to make Uſe of the Leaves or 
| | ' Barks 
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Barks of Plants or 'Trees, which could 


not be ſo compleatly tacked together, 


but that the Ligatures would eaſily fail. 
And indeed, in ſuch a Multitude of de- 
tatched Pieces, as theſe Books muſt have 
been compoſed of, and which of Con- 
ſequence were very liable to have been 
put in Diforder, it is impoſſible, had 
they not been very carefully preſerved 
at firſt, until ſeveral Copies had 'been ta- 
ken thereof on Materials of more laſt- 
ing Duration, that at the recovering 
them by E/dras, at the Reſtauration of 
the Jewiſh Temple, they ſhould be 
found, or, to pleaſe the noble Viſcount, 
(hall I ſay, renewed,* in ſo compleat a 
Manner, as will be proved in the Se- 

quel of theſe Letters, that they reall 
were. And probably it was on this 
Account, that is, to ſupply the Incon- 
veniencies which might happen by the 
Diſlocation or Tranſpoſition of any of 
the ſmaller Parts, that there are ſo ma- 
ny Repetitions of the ſame Kind of Ad- 
vice in the ſeveral Books of Moſes, as 
the Prophet 1/azah expreſſeth it, Pre- 
A cept 
* P. 77, 78. 81. 2 
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cept upon Precept, Prerept upon Precept, 
Line upon Line, Line upon Line, here a 
little and there a little. * And for the 
fame Reaſon it alſo probably was, that 
Gop was pleaſed to ſend forth ſo many 
Prophets under the Jeuiſh Diſpenfati- 
on, and to call forth ſeveral Evangeliſts 
under the Chriftian, that if, by the 
Miſtake of Tranfcibers, or any other 
Accident, an Error ſhould creep into 
ene Part it might be rectified by com- 
paring it with others. 

Nor that I think all the Books which 
are in the Canon of the Feiſb and Chri- 
tian Scriptures, or all the Paſſages in 
the fame Book are to be put upon a Le- 


vel. Let me explain myſelf. I do not 


mean that they are not all true ; but 
that all the Truths are not of equal Con- 

ence. I have in thoſe Letters 
which I formerly wrote to you on the 


Paſſages which relate to Arts and Sci- 
ences, and to which I ſhall refer the 
Reader of this Letter, as I intend to re- 
pI viſe 


* Iſai. xxviii, 10. 


„„ >: ned cid ee 


4A VINDICATION, Sc. 39 
vile thoſe Letters, as ſoon as I have fi- 
niſhed this, and ſhall give them to the 
Publick, as a proper Sequel to what I 
propoſe writing to your Lordſhip at pre- 
ſent: But as Lord Bo//ingbroke is pleaſed 
to fay, when ſpeaking of the Scriptures 
of the Old Teſtament in general, that 
*©© theſe Hiſtories are nothing more than 
Compilations of Old Traditions, and 
« Abridgments of old Records made in 
ce later Times, as they appear to every 
© one who reads them without Prepoſ- 
« ſeſſion, and with Attention.” * This 
I own may be true with Regard to 
ſome of them, but I muſt beg leave to 
contradict his Lordſhip in the moſt po- 
fitive Manner, with Regard to othersz 
and do appeal to the unprejudiced and 
attentive Reader, whether the Books 
of Moſes and the Prophets are not to 
be excepted out of this Aſſertion. For 
as to what Moſes relates in the Books of 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Den- 
teronomy, he was himſelf the chief Ac- 
tor, and delivers you the Hiſtory of his 
own Times, And as to the Book of Ge- 


P. 74. 
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neſis J appeal to all Mankind, whether 
it is written in the Style of a Compiler 
of old Records, and whether it is not 
written in the Style and Manner of a 


Perſon well informed in the Truth of 


what he wrote, and with the Firmneſs 


of one who either ſaw by Viſion or was 
informed by ſome other Kind of Inſpi- 


ration, of the very Matters of Fact 


which he there certifies? 

As to the Books of Kings and Chroni- 
os how far they may appear to be 
Collections of old Records I cannot lay. 
It is enough for us, that they were eſ- 


teemed as authentick and ſacred Re- 


cords, by the moſt learned and holy 
Perſons who lived neareſt to thoſe. 
Times, in which they were written : 


And as ſuch we have inſerted them and 


ſome others into our Canon. But, if 
theſe were loſt, the Fewihh and the 
Chriſtian Religion would ſtill remain 
ſafe againſt all the Attacks of Infidelity; 


although they add, by their Conformi- 


ty, great Strength to the Evidence; and. 


eſpecially thoſe that are appealed to in 
the Scripture of the New Teſtament. 
© AND 


eee : 
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Axp here I muſt beg leave to add, 
that when we ſpeak of inſpired Writers 
and inſpired Writings, we do not mean 
that every Word or every Thought is 


directly and immediately inſpired by 


Gop. When Moſes wrote the Hiſtory 
of the Exodus he wrote what he ſaw 


.and what he knew of it, as any other 


Man would have done. When he was 
informed by Gos, either in Viſion or by 
Inſpiration, of any Thing which he 
could not otherwiſe know, he likewiſe 
wrote this, or ſpoke it in his own 
Words, unleſs where the Words, as in 
a » vv Caſes, were dictated unto him, 

it is enough for us, that he has 
told us what he knew either of his own 
Knowledge, or by Inſpiration, with 
Truth and Fidelity. And this was al- 
ſo the Caſe with the reſt of the Pro- 
phets, whoſe Minds Almighty. Gop 
might pleaſe to illuminate, either by 
ſhewing them Viſions, or by impreſſing 
and communicating Ideas immediate- 
ly to their Thoughts, and yet leave 
the inſpired Perſon to the Exerciſe of 
his own natural Faculties in relating 
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this Viſion, or diſcovering thoſe 
Thoughts to others. So, that when the 
Perſon thus inſpired came to deſcribe 
the Viſion, or explain his Thoughts, 
he would unfold his Mind in his own 
Language, in the fame Words and 
Images, that he would naturally uſe ei- 
ther in common Converſation, or in 
any literary Compoſition. And hence 
it comes to paſs, that thoſe Scriptures 
which are ſaid to be inſpired by Gop, 
are written in ſuch a great Variety of 
Styles, according to the different natu- 
ral, or improved, Abilities of the Per- 
ſon inſpired. Thus, for Example, the 
Language in which the Prophet 7/aiab 
writes, who was of royal Extraction, 
and was bred at a Court, is lofty and 
high, his Metaphors ftrong, and his 
Images ſublime: Whereas, on the other 

Hand, the Language: of the Prophet 
Amos, who was by Profeſſion a Shep- 
herd, and bred in the Country, is hum- 
ble and low, his Sentiments eaſy, and 
his. Images frequently paſtoral; and 
therefore the Style of the Scriptures 
muſt be liable to all the Miſtakes and 
Ea ONT Incorrect 
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Incorrectneſſes of that Kind, with 
which other human Compoſitions 
abound.. 

No is it to be ſuppoſed that there 
was any need for the Spirit of Gop to 
inſpire the ſacred Writers with the 
Knowledge of thoſe Things which 
their own Eyes, or their own Ears, or 


their own Judgement could inform 


them in without ſuch Inſpiration. It 
is ſufficient that in ſuch Caſes, the ſa- 
cred Writers ſhould fay nothing- but 
the Truth, as it appeared unto them. 
As in the Caſe of the: extraordinary 
Continuance of the Light of the Sun, 


which Jaſhua mentions as the Effect of 
the Sun's fanding /Hlh* becauſe it ap- 


peared unto him ſo to do; which, al- 
though not phy/ically true, was un 
doubtedly a moral Truth. And hene 
it is, that St. Paul frequently makes a 
Diſtinction between thoſe Precepts 
which he had received by Inſpiration, 
and thoſe that aroſe from the Reſult of 
his own Prudence. For, in writing to 
the Grinthians, with Regard to ſome 

WT Ne ny Part 
joſh. x. 13. Ld 
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Part of their Conduct in the married 
State, he ſays, This I ſpeak by Permi/- 
ion, and not by Commandment ; + that is, 
I ſpeak it by Permiſſion as my own 
private Advice, but not by Inſpiration 
from the Lord. But where a Matter 
of Conſequence aroſe, and the Queſtion 
was about Separation; whether a be- 
lieving Wife or Huſband ſhould ſepa- 
rate from an unbelieving Wife or Huſ- 
band, having felt the divine Inſpiration 

inwardly dictating to him, what his 
own Judgement was unable to deter- 
mine, he then ſpeaks poſitively, as by 


Inſpiration from Go», and ſays unto 


the married I command, yet not I, but the 
Lord. Let not the Wife depart from the 
"Huſband, and let not the Huſband put 
away his Wife,* Something of the ſame 
Nature happened to Moſes in the Caſe 
of the Man that was found gathering 
of Sticks on the Sabbath Day, and in 
the Caſe of the Daughters of Zeloppe- 
had; which Caſes Moſes not being able 
| to 
+1 Cor. vii. 6, ® 1 Cor. vii. 10, 11. See 


alſo 1 Cor. vii. 12. 2 Cor. viii. 8. 1 Theſſ. i. 15 
And 2 Cor. xi. 17, 1 Cor. xiv. 13. | 
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to determine by his own private Judge-: 
f ment, went to conſult 3 Lord, and 
2 had his Doubts accordingly reſolved. 3 
So that when any Perſon under the In- 
fluence of the Spirit of Gop, declares' 
any Thing as a Truth, we may ſafely 
acknowledge it as ſuch, although he 
b was not particularly inſpired therewith; 
i becauſe, we may depend upon it, that 
the Spirit of. Gop, were it otherwiſe, 
would, in that Caſe, over-rule him, 
and correct his Judgement, and make 
him cry out with St. Paul, et not I, 
but the Lord. ; 

Bur, ſays the noble „ « The 
principal and decifive Reaſon for ſe- 
« parating in ſuch Manner the legal 
«« doctrinal and prophetical Parts, — 
«-the hiſtorical, is the Neceſſity of 
“ having ſome Rule to go by. — It is 
«« ſtrange, but it is true; not only the- 
« Jews differ from the Chriſtians, but 
« Jews and Chriſtians both differ 
among themſelves concerning almoſt; 
« every Point that is neceſſary to be, 
certainly known and * upon.— 
"2M Wo 
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« Who were the Authors of theſe" P 

« Scriptures, when they were publiſh-' th 

* ed, how they were compoſed and to 

<< preſerved, or renewed, Se. With ſi 

Regard to the Neceſſity of having ſome V 
Rule to go by; if our Author means cu 

ſome infallible Rule or Guide to go by, 00 

ſach as the Roman Catholicks have, | 

from the Tame' Method of ' arguing, Ve 
etrected the Pope into; fo as to fix and ki 
neceſſitate our Aſſent, and to prevent as 
Mankind by its infallible 1 uence, ye 

from erring; L cannot help being of a hi 

different Opinion from him: But ar 

oy Ar means ſuch 2 Rule as, with an an 

honeſt Heart and due Application, will 2 

be ſufficient to inſtruct the Man of nej 

Gop in Righteouſneſs, and conduct vi 

him to Happineſs, then indeed, If fin 

<« we- ſuppoſe that Gor” ads towards? ett 

et Men according to the moral Fitneſs of ed 

t Things,” I there is a Neceſſity for Ki 

ſuch a Rule to go by. Which Neceſſi- || bl. 

| ty, Gop hath in his Goodneſs HRS. ; re: 

= | with; in giving his written Word; thi 
1 having alſo given to every Man ſuch 4 no 
o | Portion 
P. 77, 78. f P. 73. A 


| ble to undergo, this of believing upon 
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Portion of Reaſon as, if duly applied 
thereto, will undoubtedly 3 him 
to a ſuitable Portion of Happineſs; 
ſince it is undeniably true, that every 
Man's Endeavours will be accepted ac. 
cording to that a' Man hath, and not ac 
cording to that he hath not. & 

For, my dear Lord, I would have 
you always bear in Mind, that Man- 
kind are placed here in this Life, neither 
as neceflary Agents that. cannot err, nor 
yet like the Leviathan, barely to take 
his Paſtime in the deep, but that we 
are placed here in a State of Probation 
and Trial, to ſee whether' we love the 
Lord, or have Pleaſure in Unrighteouſ-- 
refs, and that, according to our Beha- 
viour under this Trial, we ſhall, in the 
final State of our Exiſtende; be either 
eternally rewarded or eternally puniſh- 
ed. And therefore, among the various 
Kinds of Probation, which we are lia- 


reaſonable Grounds is one; and for 
this Cauſe it is, that Almighty Gop has 
not ied the Grounds of” our Belief on 


ſuch 


| - 2 Cor. viii. 12. 
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ſuch ſelf-evident Principles, as to neceſ- 
ſitate and force our Aſſent; but ſo as 


to leave ſome Room for the #7rtue of 


believing. | For although it is undoubt- 

ly true, that our Aſſent muſt neceſ- 
ſarily follow Conviction, and that our 
Faith or Belief will neceſfarily prepon- 
derate on that Side of the Queſtion 
where the greateſt Evidence lies; yet 
muſt it alſo be allowed to be a Virtue, 
and a Happineſs, to be able to preſerve 


the Mind in ſuch a due Ballance and 


Frame of judging, as to give its Aſſent 
only upon reaſonable Grounds; Could 
our Paſſions never get the better of qur 
Reaſon, there would be no ſuch Thing 


as Vice; could our Reaſon never get 


the better of our Paſſions, there would 
be no ſuch Thing as virtue; and of 
Conſequence, no Foundation for Re- 
wards or Puniſhments; which natu- 
rally and neceſſarily belong to free 
Actions. And therefore, the Evidence 


of our Behkef in the Word of Gop; is 


not laid before us and written in ſuch le- 
gible Characters as that he that runneth 
may read, but in ſuch, as that he who 
ſcarcheth 


- 


- l | 
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ſearcheth for it with Diligence, Impar- 
tiality and Induſtry, is of an humble 
and teachable Diſpoſition, may diſco- 
ver it with ſufficient Eaſe. For al- 
though Almighty Gop hath ' framed 
Mankind for 7 yet this Hap- 
pineſs is red without 
ſome Labour and Induſtey on our Part. 
The Earth will bring forth Briars and 
Thorns, if we do not take Care to cul- 
tivate and till it: The Ore lies hid in 
the Bowels of a barren Mountain, and 
is to be diſcovered by a few Marks in 
the Surface, known only to the curious 
W inquiſitive. And why is all this 
3 ſo artfully concealed ? Only to 
try prove the _— of Man. 
Rnd e *_ 
man as Heine, 


gn as well hu 

th" deep p; it muſt be 

dug for before i i is is found. And why? 
Only to prove us, and try Whether we 
think it worth the ſearching for. | 
AnD as to the Objection raiſed from 
the different Sentiments of Jeus and 
Chriftians, concerning almoſt every 
Point that is neceſſary to be known and 
agreed upon; this - not true. They 
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do indeed differ about the Interpreta- 
tion of ſome Paſſages in the Scriptures, 
vrhich is the neceſſary Conſequence of 
a Freedom of Will: But they are ſuffi- 
ciently agreed about theſe Queſtions here 
mentioned by the noble Viſcount, Yho 
aoere the Authors? when were they pub 
tifbed ? bow avere they compoſed bf pre- 
ſerved, ar renewed,” &c.? even ſo ſuffi- 
ciently agreed, as to make them a Rule 
of Faith. And [ſurely it is no ſmall 
Proof ef the Truth of thoſe Things 
wherein they agree, when they ſhew ſo 
great an Inclination to quarrel about 
other Things, and to find all the Fault 
with one another that they poſſibly can. 
Bur, ſays Lord Bolingbroke, © If 
«.we could believe with. the Rabbies 
« that Moſes wrote every Word, or 
% with Philo and Foſephus, that Moſes 
« wrote the Account of his own Death 
« and Sepulchre,—yet would I venture 
< to aſſert, that he who expects to find 
« a Syſtem of Chronology, or a Thread 
« of Hiſtory, or ſufficient Materials for 
either, in the Books of the old Teſta- 
« ment, expects te to find what the Au- 


* 
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cc thors of theſe Books, whoever they 


were, never intended.” Which is 
undoubtedly true. And I believe it 


never before entered into the Head of 


any Man to ſuppoſe otherwiſe. But 
how ſhould the noble Viſcount have an 
Opportunity of introducing all the ſar- 
caſtical Jokes which he has here in 
theſe Letters thrown out, with Regard 
to the ridiculous Opinions of ſome of 
the Fewihh Rabbins, or againſt the 
Hiſtories of the old and new Teſtament, 
if he did not confider them in this 
Light? His original Deſign in writing 
theſe Letters, ſeems to have been to 
vindicate the Treaty of Utrecht, and 
to ſhew his own great Knowledge of 
the Hiſtory of Europe for ſome Centu- 
ries paſt, and of the ſeparate Intereſts 
of the principal Actors in this great 
Scene, which, how he hath performed, 
J leave to the Politicians to determine. 
But, I own, I cannot ſee what need there 
was for him to go back beyond that 
Period of Time, which he very'juſtly! 
fixes as the proper Era for beginning? 
— — C 2 his 
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| his Enquiry, that is, the Invention of 
1 the Art of Printing, and the Reſurrec- 
{| tion of Literature from thence ; were 
It not that it furniſhed him with an O 
portunity of giving ſome Strokes at the 
ancient Hiſtories in the Canon of the 
old Teſtament, and ſame few Flings at 
the new?: . 
Ap in order to ſhew that the 
« Author or Authors of the Penta- 
< teuch anſwer as little the Purpoſe of 
« Antiquaries, in Hiſtory as in Chro- 
* nology,” he defires his Reader to 
conſider that the Hiſtory of two thou- 
Jand Years is compriſed in eleven 
« ſhort Chapters of Genefis,” He 
then proceeds to give a droll Abſtract 
thereof, and inter alia tells us, that 
« the Sons of Gop lay with the 
Daughters of Men, and begat Gi- 
n © ants,” + which he imagines will ap- 
We || pear ridiculous to the Reader, becauſe 
] It is not every body that underſtands 
Hebrew, and the true Force of the Ex- 
wp8preſſions in that Language; whereas to 
Mi thoſe who do, it is wel known, that 
n the 
mi *P.82. P. 8z. 
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the Fews were uſed to ſtyle any thing 
that was high and elevated, by the Ex- 
preſſion of being A Thing of Gon, or 
a Godlike Thing. Which they carried 
fo far, as not only to give this Title to 
Men and Angels, but even to the ina- 
nimate Creation. Thus they ſtyled the 
great Diſputes or Struggles, or Wreſt- 
lings, which Rachael had with her 
Siſter Leah, the Wrefthings' of Gop, æ as 
well as a mighty Prince, 4 Prince of 
Gop, Sc. + This Expreſſion there- 
fore, here alluded to, ſignifies no more 
than this, that the Sons of God, 2: e. 
the Men of Power and Authority in 
thoſe Days, began to abuſe that Power, 
and forcibly to take away the Daugh- 
ters of Men, that is; of r Sort 
of People, by whom, having illegiti- 
mate Children, who were frequently 
Men of Strength, as the original Word, 
which we tranſlate Giant, literally ſigni- 
fies; theſe illegitimate Children having 
no Inheritance of their own, addicted 
themſelves, for a Livelyhood, to Rapine. 
and Plunder.. a 96 

rat C 3 HE 


Gen. 30, 8. + Gen. 23, 6. 


54 A VINDICATION, Ge. 


H then proceeds to give an Account 
of the Conduct of the Children of Noah 
at Babel, and ſays, that © theſe Children 
of one Family were divided into ſe- 
*« yeral Languages, even whilſt they 
c hved together, ſpoke the ſame Ean- 
* guage, and were employed in the 
* ſame Work.” . There is no body 
that can expreſs Himſelf more properly, 
or more clearly, than Lord Bollingbr oke, 
when he-pleafes ; but in this Sentence 
he ſeems to be induſtriouſly confuſed. 
Does he mean to ſay, what his Words 
ſeem to imply, that while the Children of 
one Family ſpoke only one Language, and 
were employed in the ſame Work, they 
7et at the ſame Time ſpoke different, 
anguages, and continued to carry on 
the ſame Work ? If he does, he meang, 
to ſay what neither is, nor can be, true., 
But if he means that the Children of 
one Family, who, while Gop thought 
proper to keep them united, ſpoke only 
one Language, and were employed in 
the ſame Work; yet, when Gop 
thought proper to diſperſe. them, and 
_ 
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oblige them to leave off their Work, 


—— he confounded their Language; 


and by Virtue. of his ſupernatural Pow. 


er, deprived the Majority of the Re- 


membrance of their native Tongue; 
and inſpired the feveral leſſer Families 


of which that Majority, was compoſed, 


with the Knowledge of various and di- 
ſtint: Languages, one of which each 


leſſer Diviſion might underſtand, but 


was unintelligible:to the reſt; by which 
Means theſe ſeveral Families, bein 
rendered uſeleſs to each other, Le 
they could not underſtand one another, 
were-obliged to diſperſe and people the 
Whole Earth, according: to: their 
Tongues, in their Lands, after their 
Nations; if this be what he means, 
then indeed he means what is reaſona- 
able and true, but his Meaning is ill 
expreſſed. 
Bor, upon the whole Matter, ſays 
« he, if we may gueſs at the Deſign of 
* an Author by the: Contents of his 
© Book; the Deſign of: Moſes; or of 
*' the Author of the Hiſtory aſcribed 
to bim in this Part of it, was to in- 
C 4 « form 
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« form the People of Mae of their 
«© Deſcent from Noah by Sem, and of 
© Noab's from Adam by Seth ; to il- 
ͤluſtrate their Original; to eſtabliſh 
their Claim to the Land of Canaan, 
« and to juſtify all the Cruelties com- 
* mitted by Jeſbua in the Conqueſt of 
te the Canaanites. *. Then the noble 
Lord proceeds to ſpecify the Curſe given 
by Noab to Canaan for an Offence com- 
mitted by his Father Ham: and ob- 
ſerves, that Ham alone offended : 
*© Canaan was innocent.— Canaan alone 
*- was curſed : and he became, accords 
ing to his Grandfather's Prophecy, a 
i Servant of Servants, that is, the vi- 

« leſt of Slaves to Sem, although not to 
« Faphet; when: the Maelites con- 
« quered Paleſtine ; to one of his Uncles, 
* not to bis Brethren. Will it be ſaid 
& jt has been ſaid - that where we read 
% Canaan, we are to underſtand Hom, 
„% whoſe Brethren Sem and ' Faphet 
« were? at this Rate we ſhall never 
„% know what we read, as theſe Cri- 


« ticks never care what they  fay:” 
: {1 <0 0 
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e Will it be ſaid this has been faid 
* too that Ham was puniſhed in his 
** Poſterity, when Canaan was curſed, 
and his Deſcendants were extermi-- 
« nated. But who does not ſee, that 
« the Curſe and the Puniſhment, in 
« this Caſe, fell on Canaan and his 
*« Poſterity. excluſively of the reſt of 
ce the Poſterity of Ham. And now I 
appeal to your Lordſhip whether any 
Thing can be more unfair than the 
Treatment given to this Paſſage by the 
noble Viſcount. A this Rate we ſhall” 
never know, ſays he, what we read. 
And how is it that we know what we 
read? Is it by inſiſting on every literal: 
or verbal Miſtake that is made in copy-- 
ing of Manuſcripts; or when we find a 
manifeſt Miſtake, is it not by compa+- 
ring what we read with the Context, 
and correcting any Error of the Pen or 
Preſs, ſo as to make the Senſe. of the 
whole Paſſage entire? And, if the noble 
Viſcount would have allowed himſelf 
Patience to have done this, he might 
calily have rectified the Miſtake, For. 

15 C5 * 
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as he obſerves, it was Ham alone of- 
fended ; and yet it is Canaan alone that. 
Js curſed, And that the Words of the 
Curſe are, that the Perſon curſed, hall 
be a Servant of Servants to his Breed ren 

viz, Sem and Faphet. Hence it is ma- 
nifeſt, that Canaan could not be the 
Perſon curſed ; becauſe, as the noble 
Viſcount alſo remarks. he would then 
be made a Servant of Servants. not to 


his Brethren but to his Uncles. It is. 


alſo to be obſerved, that in the prece- 
_ Verſes, where Ham is ſpoken of 
eing guilty of the Offence, he is 
88 ſpecified by the Name of 
— the Father of Canaan.* For ſays 
Moſes, Ham, the Father of Canaan, ſaw 
bis Father*s Nakedneſs, &c. Aud Noah 
awaked from his Wine, and knew what 


bis younger Son (Ham) had done unto him. 
And he Jaid, curſed be Canaan, &c. 


Whereas, is it not plain that this. laſt 


muſt be a Miſtake in the tranſcriber of 
the Copy, and that the whole Paſſage 
muſt, in the Original, have run thus? 


Ham, the Father of Canaan, ſaw his 
Father's 


-0 Gen. 9 18, 22. 


A VINDICATION, Se. 59 
Father's Nakednefs :: And Noah ade 
from his Wine, and knew what bis younger © 
Son had done unto him. And be ſaid, 
curſed.be (Ham the Father o Canaan; 
a Servant of Servants ſball he be unto his 
Brethren. And he ſard; bleſſed be. tbe 
Lord Gop of Shem; and (Ham the Fa- 
_ ther o) Canaan ſhall” be his Servant. 
Gop ſhall-enlarge Japhet, and be ſball 
dwell in the Tents of Shem 3 and (Ham + 
the Father of) Canaan ſhall be his Ser- 
vant. But, ſays. the noble. Viſcount, . 
*«. who does not ſee that the Curſe and 
*« the. Puniſhment, in this Caſe, (that 
is in the Extirpation of the Ca- 
naantes) fell on Canaan and his Poſ- 
« terity, excluſively of the reſt of the 
FPoſterity of Ham. And without 
Doubt, ſo it did in that one Caſe; but 
the Curſe was general, and included 
Ham and all his Poſterity, as well as 
Canaan, and was accordingly fulfilled 
in them all, directly oontrary to the 
expreſs Aſſertions of the noble Viſcount; 
when he ſays, The Deſcendants of 
Mi ſraim, another of his Sons, were: 
* the, Egyptians ; and they were ſo far 


«- from: 


60 4 VINDICATION, Ge. 
from being Servants of Servants to 
«their Couſins the Semites, that theſe © 
© were Servants of Servants to them, 
« during more than fourſcore Years.” 
Whereas it is manifeſt on the contrary, 
that Egypt or the Land of Ham, was 
made tributary to the Offspring of Shem 
in the Perſon of Cambyſes and his Suo- 
ceſſors, who reduced 'Egypt as well as 
Canaan, under the Per/ian Yoke; under 
vehich it continued until the Reign of 
Darius Nothus, at which Time the 
Egyptians having driven the Perfians 
out of that Country, regained their Li- 
berty, until they were again reduced by 
Ochus King of Perfia, and remained in 
Subjection to that Empire, until Darius 
Codomanus was defeated by Alexander ' 
the Great; when Egypt fell under the - 
Power of that Prince, with the reſt of 
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the Provinces of the Perfan Empire. 
By which Means, Ham, with his Poſ- by 
terity, became a Servant of Servants . naa 
unto his Brethren, having been firſt Wa: 
brought into Subjection by the Perfians/ tur; 


that were of the Line of Shem, and 
. being 
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being again ſubdued by the Greeks who 
were the Deſcendents of Japbet, this 


Part of the Curſe was thereby literally 


fulfilled. It being manifeſt, that the 
whole Poſterity of Ham was made 4 
Servant of Servants when the Greeks 
and Romans, who were the Poſterity of 
Japbet, enlarged their Borders by con- 
quering the Perfians, and taking Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Tents of Shem, both in 
Egypt and Canaan. But the Reaſon 
why the Name of Canaan alone, of all 
the Children of Ham, was particularly 
mentioned at that Time by Moſes, as' 
being included in the Curſe pronounced 
by Noah, was, becauſe the Iſraelites, 
who were the Offspring of Sem, were 
then going to fulfill that Part of the 
Curſe, and to take Poſſeſſion of the 
Land of Canaan, for the firſt Time. 
AND as to all the Cruelties committed 

by Joſhua in the Conqueſt of the Ca- 
naanites; I know not one that To/bua 
was guilty of, but ſuch as were the na- 
tural and neceſſary Conſequences S the 
een + Fate 
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Fate of War. The Infinuation, how 
ever, to which this Obſervation leads, 
is eaſily ſeen; whereas, if the noble 
Viſcount had but conſidered, that Gop 
is the Governor of this Univerſe, and. 
that he has an abſolute Right to diſpoſ- 
ſeſs any of the Inhabitants thereof, ei- 
ther on Account of. their Wickedneſs, 
or for any other Reaſon which may oc 
cur to his unerring Wiſdom, and to 

ive their Poſſefſions. to other People; 
then the Extirpation of the Canaanites 
by Joſbua, would not have appeared ſo 
unrighteous a Thing in the righteous. 
Eyes of this noble Viſcount. Becauſe, 
in this Caſe, Josnua and the Iſraelites: 
are to be conſidered only as ſo many In- 
ſtruments in the. Hand of Gop, which 
were made Uſe of by him for the Exe- 
cution of his Vengeance. And in this 
very Senſe it is, that Gop was. pleaſed 
to explain the Determinations of his 
Will, with Regard to this very Event 
of the Extermination of the Canaanites, , 
when he. promiſed their Land. unto 
Abrabam. For, ſays Moſes, Gop ſaid 
uns 


A VINDICATION, Gs. 6% 


unto Abraham, know of a: Surety. that thy: 
Seed ſhall be a Stranger in a Land that 
is not theirs, and. ſhall ſerve them, and 
they ſhall 4 r them. 400 Years,, And 
alſo that Nation whom. they ſerve, will I 
judge: and afterwards ſhall they come 
out with great Subftance.. And thou ſhalt 
go to thy Fathers in Peace; thou ſhalt be 
buried in a. goed old Age. But in the 
fourth Generation they Fall come hithex 
again: FOR THE INIQUETY. OF THE 
AMORITES IS NOT YET FULL.* And 
for the ſame Reaſon it-was;. that is, on 
Account of their Hiquity, that Gop fo 
ſtrictly prohibited the Mraelires, from 
entering into Leagues, or making any 
Covenants with Canaanites when 
they were going to take Poſſeſſion of 
that Country: For, ſays Febovab unto 
the Iſraelites, Take heed unto thyſelf, left 
thou make a Covenant with the Inhabi- 
tants of the Land, wwhither thou goeſt, leſt 


it be for a Snare in the midſt of thee. 


Ip But ye ſhall deſtroy their - Altars, break 
0 their Images, and cut down their Groves, 
d Left thou make @ Covenant with the In- 
'0 habitants 


Gen. 15, 13—16. 
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 Babitants' of the Land, and they go & 
 Whoring after their Gods, and do Sacri- 
fee unto their Gods, and one call thee and 
thou eat of this Sacrifice. And thou take 
of their Daughters unto thy Sons, and 
their Daughters go a Whoring after their 
Gods, and make thy Sons go a' Whoring 
after their Gods. + T 
Bur Lord Bollingbroke proceeds and 
ſays, „It would not be worth while to 
e lengthen this tedious Letter, by ſet- 
« ting down any more of the Contents 
* of the Hiſtory of the Bible. Your 
 * Lordſhip may pleaſe to call the Sub- 
« ſtance of it to your Mind, and your 
* native Candour and Love of Truth 
« will oblige you then to confeſs, that 
te theſe ſacred Books do not aim in any 
& Part of them at any Thing like uni- 
« verſal Chronology and Hiſtory.” * 
And who of common Senſe ever faid 
they did? The Writers of univerſal 
Hiſtory and Chronology, are obliged to 
have Recourſe to the ſacred Books, on 
Account of their Antiquity, as they are 
the only Books of any Authority, im- 
3 perfect 


+ Exod. 34, 12, SS. ® P. 87. 
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perfect as they are, which treat of the 
Affairs of Paleſtine and Egypt with any 
Manner of Certainty, in thoſe early 
Ages of the World; but I never yet 
heard it ſuggeſted before; that theſe ſa- 
cred Books were canonized, as Trea-- 
tiſes of univerſal Hiſtory and: Chrono- 
logy. 

Bor, continues his Lordſhip; . They: 
contain a very imperfect Account of 
the Iſraelites: themſelves ; of their 
« Settlement in the Land of Promiſe, 
« of which by the Way; they never 
« had entire, and-ſearce ever ble- 


« Pofleflion ; of their Diviſions, Apoſ— 


e tacies, Repentances, Relapfes, Tri- 
« umphs, and Defeats. If his Lord-- 


| ſhip means that they contain a very im- 


— Account, with Regard to the 
* with which his Lordſhip ſeems. 

preſent to have conſulted thoſe ſacred 
Boks, only to collect from thence. a 
political Hiſtory for the Inſtruction of 
Stateſmen, with Regard to the Treaty 
of Utrecht; he in ſome: Meaſure: ſays 
true. But, if his Lordſhip had — 


them 


* Ibid. 
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them with the View for which they were 
written, which was to inſtruct us in a 
due Obedience to our Creator, he might 
Have learned from the Experience of the 
Hraelites, that the due Obſervance of the 
Commands of Gop, was the beſt Po- 
licy which it is poſſible for any Man to 
purſue; of which he would meet in 
thoſe ſacred Books with ſo perfet# an 
Account, that he could not but have 
ſeen that the Triumphs-of the Iſraelites 
were owing to their Repentances; and 
their Defeats to their Diviſons, Apoſta- 
fies, and Relapſes. And if,.** by the May 
they never had entire, and ſtaret euer 
peaceable Poſſeſſion; of the Land of Ca- 
naan, does it not appear to a Demonſtra- 
tion as plain as Words can make it, that 
this was owing to their own Indolenee 
and Diſobedience to the Commands of 
Gop ? For which they paid very dear- 
ly afterwards, and of which they had 
early and timely Notice; for, ſaid Moſes 
unto.them; Ne ſhall diſpoſſefs the Jubabi- 
tunts f the Land, and dwell therein.— 
But, if ye will. not drive out the Inbabi- 


tants 
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tants of the Land from before you; then 


it ſhall. come to paſs, that thoſe which ye 
let remain of them, ſhall be Pricks in your 


Eyes, and Thorns. in your Sides, and ſball 


vex you in the Land wherein you dive ll. 
Bur, ſays the noble Viſcount, One 
« particular Obſervation, and but one, 
J will make, to ſhew what Know- 
« ledge in the Hiſtory of Mankind, 
« and in the. Computation of Time, 
« may be expected from theſe Books. 
« The Afyrians were their Naigh- 
« bours, powerful Neighbours, with 
« whom. they had much to. do. Of 
« this Empire therefore, if of any 
« Thing, we may hope to find ſome 
« fatisfatory Accounts. What do we 
find? The Scripture takes no Notice 
« of any Aſſyrian Kingdom, until juſt 
before the Time when prophane Hiſ- 
e tory makes that Empire te end. 


Then we hear of Phul, of Tiglath- 


«* Phalaſſer, who was perhaps the ſame - 


Perſon, and of Se/manaſer, who took 


« Samaria in the twelfth of the Ara of 


« Nabonaſſar, that is, twelve Years * 
| : cc e 


Num. 33, 55, 86. 
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« the 45 Jrian Empire was no more. 
Senacherib ſucceeds to him, and A 
« ſerhaddon to Senacherib. What ſhall 
we ſay to this apparent Contrariety ? 
*« If the Silence Fe 

e ſtrong Preſumption againſt the firſt, 
* may not the Silence of prophane Au- 


A 


e thority create ſome againſt the ſecond- 


« Aſfyrian Monarchs? The Pains that 


* are taken to perſuade, that there is 


* Room enough between Sardanapalus 


aid Cyrus for the ſecond, will not re- 
« ſolve the Difficulty.” * 

I envost to quote this whole al- 
ſage, for fear I ſhould be thought to 


leſſen any Thing of the Force of the 
In anſwer to which; it is 


Objection. 
firſt to be obſerved, that the noble Viſ- 
count takes it for granted, that the ſa- 
cred Writings were deſigned as a'Frea- 
tiſe of univerſal Hiſtory and Chronolo- 
gy, and then argues againſt them upon 


this Suppoſition. Which is very unfair. 


Whereas, it is manifeſt from the whole 
Tenor of thoſe ſacred Books, that nei- 


ther the Affairs of Myria or Egypt are 


* Pp. 88, 89. ; 


the Bible creates a 
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taken Notice of therein, but juſt ſo far 
as they had Relation to the Mraelites, 


when they .are ſpoken of as Enemies 
raiſed up by Gop for their Puniſhment, 


or as Friends for their Protection; or 


when ſome remarkable or ſupernatural 
Operation is wrought upon them for 
the Preſervation of the Jraelites, when 
they, upon their Repentance, applied 
edu to Gop 107 10 Prote&ion. 
And this is the Reaſon why the Scrip- 
ture takes no Notice of any Aſſyrian 
Kingdom, until juſt before the Time when 
prophane Hiſtory makes that Empire to 
end. Becauſe there was no ſuch Event 
as is abovementioned that happened be- 
tween the Mhrians and HMraelites, until 
about that Time. But, ſays he, then 
« we hear of Phul and T:ig/ath-Phala- 
&« ſer, who was perhaps the ſame Per- 
« ſon, and of Salmanaſer, who took 
« Samaria in the twelfth of the Ara 
« of Nabonaſſar, that is, twelve Years 
« after the Aſyrian Empire was no 
% more.” Whence it is manifeſt, that 
his Lordſhip takes it for granted, that 
the Kingdom of Mhria was at an End, 


when 


— 
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—— 
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when . on began to reign in Ba. 


_bylon. Which is juſt the ſame Method 


of arguing as if any one ſhould ſay, 
That there was an End to the Kingdom 
of Judab, when Feroboam revolted, and 


_ erected the Kingdom of I/rae/ at Sama- 


ria; or, that there was an End to the 
Kingdom of Spain, when the Kingdom 
of Portugal was ſeparated from it. 

Tux Kings of Afyrza were, during 


the full Grandeur of that Empire, 
Kings of Babylon, as well as of Nine- 
web, and the reſt of 
| wards the Decline of the Empire, Na- 
bonaſſar aroſe, and ſeparated the Kin 
dom of Babylon from that of Afyria, 


Aſſyria ; but to- 


the King of Aria ſtill living at Mine- 


veb, and the King of Babylon at Baby- 


lon ; which Separation continued, how- 
ever, but for a few Generations, Baby- 
lon being recovered again, and re- united 
to its antient Empire, by Nebucadnezzar 
King of A/yria. Where then is the 
Cortrariety or Contradiction to Tay in 
the Language of the Scriptures, that it 
came to paſs in the fourth Year of Heze- 
kiah, King of Judah, (which 2oas the 


Keren 


J - 
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ſeventh Year of Hoſea, Son of Elah King 
of Iſrael) that Shalmeneſer King of A 
ſyria, came up againſt Samaria, and be- 
fieged it: * Although this Event alſo. 
came to paſs in the twelfth Vear of the 
Reign of Nabonaſſar King of Babylon? 
If there is any, I own I am blind 
enough not to ſee it. | 
Bur, faith his Lordſhip, © If the 
« Silence of the Bible creates a ſtrong 
« Preſumption againſt the firſt, may. 
not the Silence of prophane Autho- 
« rity create ſome againſt the ſecond. 
« Aſyrian Monarchs? By the firſt 
Aſyrian Monarchs, I ſuppoſe he means 
the Afyrian Monarchs that reigned. 
from Nimrod to Tiglath-Pilaſſer, du- 
ring whoſe Reign it was that Nabonaſ- 
ſar erected the ſeparate Kingdom of 
Babylon. And by the ſecond Af/yrian 
-4 I Monarchs, I ſuppoſe he means thoſe 
who reigned from Tiglath-Pilaſſer un- 
he tl the A Hrian Monarchy was entirely 
deſtroyed, and was abſorbed by Cyrus in 


xr that of Pera. And if ſo, I cannot ſee. 
e- dhe leaſt Reaſon why the Silence of the 
the | Bible 


th * 2 Kings, xvii. g. 
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Bible ſhould create any Preſumption 


«againſt the firſt of theſe Monarchs, fince 


the Bible neither took Notice either of 
the firſt, -or ſecond, but juſt fo far as 
the Affairs of Aſyria were intermixed 
with the Affairs of the Maelites, as 
Hath been already obſerved ; and as to 
the Silence of the prophane Hiſtories 
with Regard to the ſecond, I do not 


think myſelf under any Obligation to 


vindicate either their Silences or Miſ- 
takes. But, ſays our Author, The 
fPains that are taken to perſuade, that 
< there is Room enough between Sar- 
e danapalus and Cyrus for the ſecond, 
«© will not reſolve the Difficulty.” And 
why not ? For, if the prophane Hiſto- 
rians are filent about the Succeſſion of 
Princes in the Throne of NVineveh from 


Sardanapalus, or rather from Phul or 


Tiglath-Pilaſſer, who was the next 
Prince but one after Sardanapalus on 
the Mirian Throne, until the Time of 
Cyrus, which makes up a Period of 
about two hundred Years, ought not 
we, i poſſible, to ſupply this Defect . 
An 
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And ſuppoſe we only put the Credibi= 
lity of the ſacred Writings upon the 


ſame Footing with prophane Hiſtories, 
if we can ſupply-it ho Where elſe, ought 


we not to borrow it from thence? 
And, if there is Room: enough, ought not 
this Void to; be ap Null od; at» 

Bur, ſays the noble Viſcount, 1 
te agree then that Hiſtory has been 
e purpoſely and ſyſtematically falſified 
« in all Ages, and that Partiality and 
Prejudice have occaſioned; both vo- 
luntary and in voluntary Errots, even 


in the beſt. Let me ſay haut Of- 
<« fence, | my: Lord ſinee Þ: may ſay it 


« with Truth, and am able to prove it, 
« that eccleſiaſtical Authority has led 
« the Way to this Corruption in all 
Ages and all Religions. Then after 
taking Notice of the Abſurdities that 
the Prieſthood impoſed upon the Igno- 
rance and Su 
the Pagan World, he adds, That the 
, eus have been guilty of this, wilt 


ede allowed: And to the Shame of 


„ Chriſtians, if not of Chriſtianity, the 
« Fathers of one Church have no 
q 4 -D Right 


perſtition of Mankind, in 
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& Right to fling the firſt Stone at the 
Fathers of the other” T 
Aud here my Lord I bow | my Head, 
not being able to deny the Nuk of 
2 Accuſation; and I Jo ackhgiwledge 
« the ſame Spirit which prevailed: 
<« in the Eaſtern Church, prevailed in 
the Weſtern; and prevails ſtill.“ * 
That is, fo far as that all the Forgeries 
that were formerly made are not yet 
- ſufficiently diſcarded. | And, I do alſo 
allow, that it ſometimes hath. happened, 
that « the Charge of corrupting Hiſto- 
ry, in the" Cauſe of Religion, has 
been committed to the molt famous 
oy Champions,” and greateſt Saints of the 
& Church. + But here I muſt make 
a Diſtinction, with Regard to the Word 
Sainte, Which is much too general à 
Word in this Place. Becauſe it may 
caſt a Reflection u _ ſome va 
who being really Saints, that is, bv 
Men, would have ſuffercd Death rather 
than corrupt Hiſtory, But, if it be un- 
derſtood to mean only ſuch Perſons as 
have: been canonized for Saints by the 
Church 
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Church of Nome, on Account of their 
Attachment to that Church, and for 
having been Champions for the Pope 
of Rome, ſuch as Athanaſius and others, 
I do acknowledge they have | 
Hiſtory ; and ſhamefully corrupted it. / 
Bur, if there are falſe Hiſtories and 
falſe Medals, are there not alſo true 
Hiſtories and true Medals? And are 
there not certain Criterions by which 
the Criticks in each Science are enabled 
to diſtinguiſh what is true from what is 
falſe? Although Amadis of Gaul is a 
Romance, are not Davila and Guricerars 
din true Hiſtorians ? And if we do but 
follow the Rule laid down by his Lord- 
ſhip in another Place, with R to 
Party Pamphlets, we need not fear he- 
ing deceived, where he gives this Ad- 
vice: Read them with Suſpicion, for 
« they deſerve to be ſuſpected; pay no 
e Regard to the Epithets given, nor to 
the Judgements paſſed ; neglect all 
“ Declamation, weigh the Reaſoning, 
« and advert-to Fact. With ſuc Pre. 
« caution, adds his Lordſhip, even 
«* HBurnet's Hiſtory may be of ſome 

| D 2 9 
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« Uſe.” * And to which I will beg 


leave to add, that, with ſuch Precau- 
tion; even the Champions of the 
Church may be read, as well as the 
Champions of the State, For, my 
dear Lord, I muſt again re what I 
recommended to you once before, and 


this Obſervation depart from your 
Mind ; that we are placed here in this 
World only in a State of Probation and 


Trial, as well with Regard to our 
Thoughts as our Deeds ; and that it is 


according to our Conduct therein, that 
the Proportion of Happineſs, which 


will be allotted to us in the laſt and ul- 
timate State of our Exift®hce, will be 
duly regulated. That the proper Uſe 
of our natural Faculties in the diſen- 
tangling of Truth from Error, is one 


of thoſe Teſts with which it hath 
pleaſed the Almighty to permit the Ad- 
verſary of Mankind to þft us, that they 
which are approved, may be made mani- 
feſt among jt us; and therefore, that - 
n 


that was, to beſeech you never to let 


28 2 2 28 e. SAS. Dr pe ane 


A VINDICATION, S. 77 
muſt needs- be that Offences come; but 
Woe to him by whom the Offence cometh. * 

I po alſo acknowledge, that © reli- 
« gious Zeal may boaſt this horrid Ad- 
vantage over civil, that the Effects 
« of it have been more ſanguinary; 
« that different Religions have not 
been quite ſo barbarous to one ano- 
ther as Sets of the ſame Religion; 
« andin like Manner, Nation has had 
« better Quarter from Nation, than 
Party from Party.” But, my Lord, 
this is not peculiar either to Jada or 
Chriſtianity. It is human Nature. 
Zeal will always ariſe in Proportion to 
the Value Men put upon thoſe Things 
which are the Objects of their Zeal; 
and hence it is, that Bigottry, whether 
Pagan, Fewiſh, Mahometan, or Criſi- 
an, will always be attended with Cru- 
elty ; which will alſo encreaſe in Pro- 
portion to the Nearneſs of the Alliance 
which theſe furious Diſputants bear to 
each other; and hence alſo it is, that 
Civil Wars and Family Diſputes are ge- 
D 3 _ 4 
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nerally carried on with more Valet 
than any others whatſoever. 

I po alſo allow, that the Church 
% hath ſome Times deſtroyed the 
« Works of thofe who have writ 
« againft her,” But I muſt likewiſe 
obſerve, that the burning of Books did 
not begin with Chriſtianity. For the 
noble Viſcount may find in his favou- 
rite Author Tacitus, that this Practice 

in Rome before Chriſtianity was 
eſtabliſhed there. Upon which Taci- 
tus has this Remark, when ſpeaking of 
ſome Books that were ordered to be 
burnt, in this very Fire they imagined 
that they ſhould aboliſh the Voice and Ut- 
terance 25 the Roman People, with the 
Liberty of the Senate, and all the Re- 
membrances of human Kind. For they 
had befides expelled all the Profeſſors of 
Phrloſophy, — driven every laudable 
Science into Exile, that nothing which 
was worthy and Bong might any where 
appear. So that when Conſtantiue 


the 


FP. 300. 
4 Illo Igne Voeem populi Romani, & Liberta- 


tem Senatus & Conſcientiam Generis humani 
* abokn 
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of Nice, e the Works of ius 
Precedent, which. he found among 


acta, ne quid uſquam honeſtum oceurreret. 
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the Great, at the Head of the Council 


to be burned, he only followed the 


Roman Records. | 
AnD now that. Lam i in a conceding 


Mood, I will allow alſo to his Lord- 
ſhip, that when there is not a total 
„ Want of Memorials, when ſome 
„ have. been [loſt or | deſtroyed, and 
2 others have been preſerved and pro- 


ted, then we are in Danger of 
1 deceived,” * But then as his 
Lordi alſo acknowledges, that a 


<« ſmall Gleam of Light, borrowed 


« from foreign Anecdotes, ſerves often 
ce to diſcover a whole Syllem of Falſe- 
* hood: And even they, who corrupt 


« Hiſtory, frequently betray them- 


« ſelves by their Ignorance or Inadyer- 
e tency.” +. And that, when Hiſ- 


* tories and hiſtorical Me 3 


D.4 | „„ 


aboleri hs ES expulſis inſuper Sapientia | 


Profeſſoribus, atq; omni bona Arte in Exiljum 


Tacit. in Vit. Agric. 
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« even thoſe that are falſe ſerve to the 
V Diſcovery of Truth; becauſe, being 
© inſpired different Paſſions, and 
« contrived for oppoſite Purpoſes, they 
e frequently contradict, and contra- 
« dicting convict one another.” * The 
Concluſion I would draw from hence 
is, not that which the noble Viſcount 
ſeems to point out, that it is more eli- 
gible to be uninformed than deceived; + 


Bo tro =o A 


— 


but this, that it is more eligible for us 
to be furniſhed even with this Kind of 
Materials, than to remain quite unin- 
Formed, becauſe there is no Neceſſity of 
being deceived, - although there 1s a 
Pofhibility or Danger that we may 
'- T LIKXEw1sE approve of the Order 
-« in which his Lordſhip rangeth thoſe 
Objects of himſelf, his Family, the 
little Community of his own Coun- 
4 try, and the great Community of the 
„World.“ + To which I ſhall beg 
leave to add another, by much the 
greateſt Community of all, and that is, 
the Community of Spirits through the 
whole Univerſe, which may all contri- 
P. 10414. 1 P. 16e. 1 Pig” . 
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bute to compoſe one grand Syſtem, 
with God at their Head: in which an 
infinite Number and Variety of 'intelli- 


gent Beings beſides Mankind, may be 


concerned, and which we- muſt take 
into the Account, before we can frame 
any - tolerable Notion of the Admint- 
ſtration of Gop's Providence, in the 
Fewiſh or Chriſtian Diſpenſations; that 
is, either of the Fall of Man by the 


Temptation of Satan; or of the Re- 


demption of Mankind by the Sufferings 
of the Meſſiab. 5704 
Mx. Hume, in his Eſſays moral and 


N political,* when ſpeaking of philofophi- 


cal Devotion, which he- ſays, is the 
« Effect of high Spirits, great Leiſure, 
« 24 fine Genius, and an Habit /of 
« Study and Contemplation,” adds, 
« But, notwithſtanding all theſe Cir= 
© cumſtances, an abſtracted inviſible 
Object, like that which natural Res 
e ligion alone 1 to us, cannot 


e long actuate the Mind, or be of Mo- 
« ment in Life. To render the Paſſion 


D 5 Rt 
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of Continuance, we muſt find ſome 
„Method of affecting the Senſes and 
% Imagination, and muſt embrace ſome 
% hiſtorical, as well as ſome philoſo- 
0 phical Accounts of the Divinity.” 
Now as Mr. Hume ingenuouſly ac- 
knowledges, that natural Religion will 
Not furniſh us either with hiſtorical or 
Philoſophical Accounts of the Divinity, 
af we would have any ſuch Accounts, 
we muſt therefore have Recourſe to 
Revelation. And, if we believe with 
Lord Bollingbroke, that © Gop acts 
„ with Men according to the moral 
« Fitneſs of Things; we cannot but 
ſuppoſe, that God hath given us ſome 
ch' Accounts of the Divinity, in order 
to actuate the Mind with Devotion, 
and has diſcovered to us ſome Method 
of affecting the Senſes and Imagination, 
in order to render that Paſſion of Con- 
- ." tinuance; and to be of Moment in Life. 
Which I hope to convince your Lord 
ſhip hath really been performed in the 

Books of the old pow xs Teſtament, 
whenever I publiſh thoſe additional 
| Letters, 


p. 73. 
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| ingenious 
Obſervations on the Uſe of the various 
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Letters, which 1 gave you ſome Reaſon 

to expect at the Cloſe of our dal . 

reſpondence.. q 
. AND now, Aber, 2 


Kinds of Hiſtory, his Lordſhip comes 
to inſtance in Divinity, and ſays, 
«« Surely the Clergy have a better Title 
2 „ called 
'© Genus rer, — e Din 
Lordſhip, to che the Mufts, 
and the Pope, might. have added, the 
Druid, the Augur, and the Pontifex. 
In ſhort, all Perſons of what Nation, 
Opinion, or Sect ſoever, that . 2 
Trade of Religion, and, © who -rega 
* nothing more than the 88 it 
« affords them, or in higher Life, the 
cc Wealth ec Pawer they enjoy by the 
« Means of it.” + For in this Relpedt, 2 
the Prizfts of all Religions are the fans, 3 

the Zeal of ſuch Perſons not being (Wal 
much moved pro Aris as pro Focis, or as 
Demetrius expreſſeth it, but becauſe 
you know, Sirs, that by this er + 
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have our Wealth * And therefore, the 


Ambition or Covetouſneſs of the Prieſt- 


hood ought not to be brought as an 


Argument againſt Cbriſtianity, any 
more than it ought to be againſt natural 


Religion. For Men are Men, whether 


Laity or Clergy, and are all fond of 
Power: And therefore, whenever the 
Clergy are ſuffered to exert their vin- 


dictive Spirit, 1 own,” T do not fo much 
wonder at the Tyranny-of the Clergy gy, as 
at the Servility of the Laity.+ r 


Bur, fuppoſing there are ſome, as 


his Lordſhip allows there are, who act 


more upon ſpiritual, than temporal 
Principles, he then ſays, that “ it has 
« been Matter of Aſto6niſhment to him, 


how ſuch Perſons as theſe could take 


« ſo much filly Pains to "eſtabliſh 
« Myſtery on Metaphyficks, Revela- 
«tion on Philoſophy, and Matters of 
«Fat on abſtract Reaſoning ? 
And, indeed, if any one attempted: to 
eftabliſh Myſtery, Revelation, or Mat- 
ters of Fact on ſuch Foundations, it 
vs wy certainly be abſurd, and their 

Pains 


* As 19, 24. F. 10. 1 P. 39... 
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Pains would be Aly. But when ſome 
Scepticks have made Uſe of Metaphy- 
ſicks, either in Oppoſition to M Myſlery, 
or to give a wrong Explanation of it; 
and of Philoſophy to overturn Reyela- 
tion; and of abſtra& Reaſoning to con- 
found Matters of Fact; is it not proper 
that ſuch Perſons ſhould be anſwered, 
their Objections obviated, and Myſtery, 
Revelation, and Matters of Fact, vin- 
dicated from all the g Cavils that 
have been raiſed againft them? Or in 
ſhort, is it not fitting that ſuitably to 
the Advice of Solomon, A Fool Should be 
anſwered. according to bis Folly, leſt be 
be wiſe in his own Conceit? _ 

I do alſo acknowledge with the noble 
Viſcount; "that a Religion founded 
« on the Authority of a divine Miſſion, 
« confirmed by Prophecies and Mira- 
« cles, appeals to Facts: And the 
Facts muſt be proved as all other 
Facts that paſs. for authentick ere 
« proyed; for Faith ſo reaſonable after 
this Proof, is abſurd before.” * Which 
undoubtedly”? is true, and therefore 1 


o 200% | 
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Evangeliſts, it does not follow that 


86 4 VINDICATION, er. 


hope, by the Bleſſing of Gop, to be 
able to perform this Taſk with Regard 
to the Evidence on which the Veracity 
of the Matters of Fact in the Old and 
New Teftament are founded, before 
this Letter is finiſhed. And do pro- 
miſe, as far as lies in my Power, to 
avoid all thoſe fair Methods of Proof, 
which his Lordſhip hath very juſtly 


cenſured, in producing falſe Hiſtory, 
or ſham Miracles, or in copying after 


ethers iu iboſe Miſtales, which having 


been invented by one, have been adopted 
9 hundreds.* * 


J do likewiſe acknowledge, chat 


* though the Fathers of the firſt Cen- 
* tury, do mention ſome Paſſages that 
« are agreeable to what we read in our 


« theſe Fathers had the ſame Goſpel 
« before them. I But it muſt be al- 
lowed to be a ſtrong corroborating Cir- 
cumſtance, at the fame Time, that thoſe 
parallel Paflages in the Evangeliſts are 
true. And, although it ſhould alſo be 
acknowledged, that < the Fathers = 


| 2 P. 163, 1 P. 162. 
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« the firſt Centu do not 
« name the Goſpe we 3 
« thew, Mark, "Lake, and Fohy,””* 
Yet is this no Proof, eicher they 
are falſe; or that they were not com- 
poſed by thoſe very Perſons, and within 
2 Period of Time. Becauſe in that 


early Age of the World, the publiſhing 
of Books was a very tedious Affair. For 


before the Art of Printing was invent- 


ed, 2 no * Methods of 
getting es of any Books, but 
the tedious Matkod of war 0p them 
over, Letter by Letter: And as thirty 
three Vears ns a half of the firſt Cen- 
tury, was ſpent before the Death of our 
Saviour, it ends take ſome Time af- 
terwards, before theſe Goſpels were 
compoſed ; and after they were compo- 
ſed, it would ftill take up a longer 
Time before Copies enough could be 
written of them, and ſpread Abroad, 
and publiſhed to the World, ſo. as to 
gain them any Kind of Repute. For, 
as St. Luke mentions, _— itſelf is 
very probable, that mam taken in 
We Hand, 
P. 162, 
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Hand, to ſet forth in Order, a Declara- 
tion of thoſe Things which were moſt ſure- 

believed among ft them :* It would 
take ſtill longer Time, even after they 

, "were publiſhed, to compare theſe ſeve- 
ral Works together, and chooſe out 
thoſe that were beſt. And of Conſe- 
quence, it would neceſſarily take up a 
long Series of Time, before thoſe three 

Goſpels, of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, 
which were written in different Parts 
of the World, could gain ſo univerſal a 
Reputation for their Excellency, as to 
be generally approved of ; td. there- 
fore, it is no Wonder, if it ſhould be | 
towards the Cloſe of the firſt Century, WM 
-before theſe Books ſhould be in ſuch * 
high Repute, as to be thought worthy * 
to be ſent to St. John, who was then | 
alive, for his Approbation. Who 2 
thereupon wrote his own Goſpel, in or- 
der to ſupply the Deficiency of thoſe 

Paſſages, which were omitted by the 

others. And as this Event did not 
happen, until towards the End of the 
firſt Century, it is no Wonder, if we 
Vis | ſhould 


4 


ol Lu. i. I, 


ANVINDICATION, Sc. 89 
ſhould not meet with the Names of 
theſe four Evangeliſts, in any of the 
Fathers of that Century, or even until 
the Middle of the Second; confiderin 
the Tedioufneſs and Expence, — 
which a literary Correſpondence maſt 
be attended, before the Inſtitution of 
regular Poſts was eſtabliſhed. | 

His Lordſhip further obſerves, that 
« Writers of the Roman Religion, have 
« attempted to ſhew, that the Text of 
« the Holy Writ is, on many Accounts, 
« inſufficient to be the ſole Criterion of 
« Orthodoxy : I ehend too, ſays 
« he, that they e ſhewn it.” * 
Where the whole Force of this Re- 
mark, if it has any Force in it, conſiſts 
in the double Meaning that is put up- 
on the Word Orthodoxy. Which Word, 
in its original and true Meaning, figni- 
fies Right-Thinking: Whereas, the 
common and technical Senſe, in which 
it ought generally to be underſtood, is, 
thinking according to the eſtabliſhed 
Notion of that Country, in which ſuch 
e Perſon M in which * 
* P, 163. s 
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his Lordſhip is pleaſed" in another Place, 
to explain . Expreſſion of Orthodox 
Clergy, by calling them the Clergy then 
in Faſhion.* And hence it is, that a 
Man may be thought Orthodox at Rome, 
who would be thought very far from 
being Orthodox in England. In order, 
therefore, to eſtabliſh the Criterion of 
Orthodoxy, for one of the Roman Reli- 
Zion, it will not be ſufficient to prove 
the Veracity of thoſe Things, which 
are plainly and clearly revealed m Holy 
Writ; but alſo the Supremacy of the 
Pope, the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantia- 
tion, Adoration of Images, Cc. &c. &c. 
And I cannot but own with his Lord- 
ſhip, although that is not what he would 
have been thought to mean, that to the 
Eſtabliſhment of this Kind of Ortho- 
doxy, the Writers on the Side of the 
Roman Religion have ſbeum that the 
Text of the Holy Will is on many 
Accounts nſuffictent. 

Whereas in my humble Opinion, and 
I ſhould indeed have expected alſo in 
his Lordſhip's, had he been a Proteſ- 


ant, 


Pp. 102. 
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ant, or even a Cbriſtian, that he never 
would have allowed either that the Ro- 
_ maniſts, or any other Writers, could 


ſhew that — Writ was inſufficient to 


inſtruct Mankind in Orthodoxy, or, 
which is the fame Thing, to conduct 
them in the right Way of Thinking. 
That there are Difficulties in the Scrip- 
tures, cannot be denied, and that there 
will be Difputes about the Interpreta- 
tion thereof, 8 to the End of the 
World, is more than probable. But 
the Knowledge and Underſtanding of 
thoſe Difficulties is not neceſſary, to- 
wards rendering the Generality of Man- 
kind truly orthodox ; fince it cannot be 
denied, but that there is enough in Ho- 


ly Writ, that is ſufficiently manifeſt 


and plain to every fincere Enquirer af- 
ter Truth, to make a good Chriſtian of 
him, and to conduct him to Heaven 
and Happineſs, through Faith in Je- 
fus Chrift, which is the only Uſe of 
all true Chriſtian Ortbodo sy. And 
therefore it may be truly ſaid, as Moſes 
beautifully expreſſeth it, that the ſecret 
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| but thoſe Things which are revealed ® 
belong unto us and to our Chilren for ever, 
that we may do all the Words of this 
But, ſays his Lordſhip, « The Wri- 
te ters of the reformed Religion, have 
« erected their Batteries againſt Tradi- 
te tion; and the only Difficulty they 
* had to encounter in this Enterprize, 
« lay in levelling and pointing their 
« Cannon, ſo as to avoid demoliſhing, 
in one common Ruin, the Traditions 
tt they retain, and thoſe they reject. 
« Each Side has been employed, they 
* have jointly laid their Axes to the 
* Root of Chriftiamty; for thus Men 
c will be apt to Reaſon upon what 
ce they have advanced, F the Text has 
« wot that Authority, Clearneſs, and 
«© Precifion, which are neceſſary to eſta- 
& bliſh it as a divine and a certain Rule 
& of Faith and Practice; and if the 
* Tradition of the Church from the firſt 
* Apes of it, until the Days of L_ 
cc an 


The original Word which is here rendered 
revealed, properly ſignifies manife/t and plain, * 
. 2 Deut. XXix. 29. 2 l 
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te and Calvin, has been corrupted itſelf; 
« and has ſerved to. corrupt the Faith 
« and Practice of Chriſtians; there re- 
ce mains at this Time, no Standard at all 
« of Chriſtianity. By Conſequence, ei- 
« ther this Religion was not originally of 
« divine Inſtitution, or elſe GOD has 
« not provided effettually for preſerving 
te the general Purity of it, and the Gat 
« of Hell have actually prevailed, in 
Cuntradiction to his Promiſe, againſt 
« the Cares. — The Dilemma is terri- 
“ hle.— * 


His Lordſhip ſeems to have reſerved | 


this Dilemma for his laſt Effort, and 


3 that this Argument may ſerve 


as a Coup de Grace for Chriftianity. 
Whereas the Miſtake lies here, that his 
Lordſhip had converſed ſo long with 
the Divines in Paris, that, as I obfer- 
ved on another Occaſion, towards the 
Beginning of this Letter, he takes Po- 
pery and Chriſtianity to be the ſame 
Thing, and imagines Cbriſtianity, as 
well as popiſb Orthodoxy, to be founded 


on Trac tion; and 9 he ſets our. 


by p. 163, ”Y 
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aſſert to be a ſufficient, as it is indeed 


this terrible Dilemma is no more. 
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in the Introduction tothis terrible Dilm- © 
ma, with mentioning, that © the only N. 
« Difficulty which the reformed Di- 
c vines had to encounter, in their En- 
ce terprize againſt Traditions, lay nfl 

<« pointing their Cannon, fo as to avoid Fig 
be « demoliſhing in one common Ruin; 
<« the Traditions they retain, and thoſe 
te they re eject. Whereas his Lordſhip 
oug OO to have known, that the reform- 
ed 3 utterly r all Traditions, 
and do not retain any. Their Faith is 
built upon the firm Foundation of Ho- 
ly Writ. So that if the Traditions of 
the. Church, from the firſt Ages of it, 
until the Day s of Luther: and Calvin, 
Have been — tba while there remains 
the written Word of Gop, this they 


the only proper Standard of Chriſtiani- 
Which if if it be once allowed, then 


However, I ſincerely join with his 
Lordſhip in declaring, it is high 
Time that the Clergy of all Chriftion 
* Communions, (whether Popiſb or 
' Proteſtant) ſhould * their Forces, 
-« and 


A V INDICATION, &. gg 
ems and eſtabliſh thoſe hiſtorical Facts, 
only i © which are the Foundations of the 
| « whole Syſtem, on clear and unque- 
- En. ſtionable hiſtorical Authority, ſuch 
ay in . © they require in all Caſes of Moment 

« from others; reje&t candidly what 
« cannot be thus eſtabliſhed; and pur- 
thoſe fue their Enquiries in the ſame. Spirit 


-dſhip of Truth, through all the Ages of 


« the Church; without any Regard to 
. « Hiſtorians, Fathers or Councils, more 
eh WM than they are ſtri entitled to on 
_— « the Face of what they have tranſ- 


« ency, and .on the Concurrence of 
« their ©, |... 
But though this is more to be wiſhed-for 
than expected, I ſhall proceed to throw 
in my Mite, towards ſuch a Perform- 
ance; and ſhall endeavour: to eftabli/b 
thoſe hiſtorical Facts, which: are the 
Foundations of the whole Syſtem, both in 
the Old and New. Teftaments, on ſuch 
clear and unqueſtionaòle pgs as ts 
required in all other Caſes of Moment. 
Which it will be the cafier for 0 20 
ö * 


* P, 166. 
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do, as I have already purſued this very 
Plan, in ſome Letters lately publiſhed: 
for the Uſe of the Fews, and from 
which, as that Book is now out of 
Print, I ſhall borrow what TI find ne- | 
ceſſary for my preſent Purpoſe. © And 
as the noble Viſcount- las obſerved, 1 
that the Authority on which we re- t 
« ceive the Books of the New-Teſta- 


« ment, is ſo far from being founded d 
0 on the Authority of the Old Teſta- fa 
« ment, that it is quite independent oi I 
« jt,”* I ſhall therefore conſider theſe i 
Syſtems ſeparately, and to comply as MW m 
much as ever lies in my Power, with MW I. 
all the Scruples of the noble Viſcount, MW D« 

in 


1 ſhall begin firſt with the New Teſta- 
ment, and ſhall not conſider it in the ou: 
leaſt as being founded on the Authority f 
he Old Teftament, nor ſhall pay any Re: MF 8re 
gard to Hiftorians, Fathers or Councils, Þis 
more than they are ftrictiy entitled to om Evi 
the Pace of what they have tranſmitted able 
to ur, on their own” Confiſtency,” und m the 
the Concurrence of their o Integrity, any 
And ſhall endeavour to efablifh theſe bi- the 
; foorical 2 
® f. 72. 1 
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| forical Fas on ſuch u ngueſtionable Au. 


725 as I foould require in all C afes 

oment fi rom Others. 

v n ngs between 
Man and Man; when we _ to be 
certified of the Truth of any Matter of 
Fact, of which, either on. Account of 
the Diſtance of Time or Place, we are 
incapable of being fatisfied by the Evi- 
dence of our own. Senſes, we. are neceſ- 
farily. obliged: to have Recourſe to the 
Teſtimony, of others; ſo, of Conſe- 
quence, in the Caſe now before us, we 


muſt, apply. for our Satisfaction to the 


Teſtimonꝝ of others; according to the 
D ER. we ſhall be obliged 


in Roafone Ether to reſtrain, PCS 


our Aſſent. 


AvD.48,no Perſon: ou he to expect a 
greater Degree of Belief to be given to 
his Teſtimony, thaw the Nature of the 


Evidence demands; ſo ought no reaſon· 


able Man ever to require any more, or 
other Kind of Proof, to be given for 
any Matter of Fact, than the Nature of 
the Ting will bear, 

E Wan 
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fiſtency of the Parts, and Circumſtan- 


fore, we cannot poſſibly take a fairer 


Mr. Locke; for, fays he, The Con- 
e trariety of Evidence, may be derived 
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Wx the Proof of a Matter of 


Fact depends upon Teſtimony, the 
Higheſt Degree of Proof, that can be 


given, hath been reduced, by one of the 
ſtricteſt “ Reaſoners of the laſt Age, to 
the Conſideration of theſe Six Particu- 
lars. Firſt, The Number of Witneſ⸗ 
ſes. Secondly, Their Integrity. Third- 
ly, Their Skill. Fourthly, The Deſign 
of the Author, where it is a Teſtimony 
out of a Book cited. Fifthly, The Con- 


ces the Relation. And, Sixthly, 
Contrary Teſtimonies. I think there- 


Method, in the Proof of thoſe Matters 
of Fact, which we want to evince, than 
by producing our Evidence, and trying 
it according to the Rules here preſcri- 
bed. | 5g I 25h 
MR. Hume, although he had thi; 
Precedent to follow, is far from treating 
this Subject in as maſterly a Manner, as 


« from ſeveral different Cauſes; from 
« the 


Lock of Hum. Under, L. iv. C. iv, xvi, 
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*« the Oppoſition of contrary Teſtimo- 


6e nies, from the Character or Number 
*« of the Witneſſes; from the Manner 
* of delivering their Teſtimony; or 
e from the Union of all theſe Circum+ 
*« ſtances. We entertain a Suſpicion 
* concerning any Matter of Fact, when 
« the Witneſſes contradict each other; 
« when they are but few, or of a ſuſpi- 
e cious Character; when they have an 
« Intereſt in what they affirm; when 
they deliver their Teſtimony with 
« Doubt and Heſitation, or, on the 
« contrary, with too violent Aſſevera- 
« tions.* And indeed, wherever he 
chooſes to differ from Mr. Locke, he 
generally does it to his own Diſadvan- 
tage. As For Example, where he is 
ſpeaking of innate Ideas, and fays, «I 
deſire to know what can be meant by 
« afferting, that Self-Love, or Reſent- 
« ment of Injuries, or the Paſſion be- 
« twixt the Sexes, is not innate? + 
Whereas Mr. Locke does not ſay that 
our Paſſions are not innate, but: that 

9 E 2 0 thi 


* Eſſay on Miracles. 


t Eſſay on the Origin of Ideas, 
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the Ideas which theſe Paſſions excite in 
our Minds, are not innate. But Mr. 
Hume miſtakes the Objects of our Ideas 
for our: Ideas. 'For Inſtance, although 
Self-Love is allowed to be an innate 
Paſſion, yet the Mind can have no [dea. 
of Self Love until after our Self-Love 
hath begun to operate. For theſe Rea- 
ſons, I ſhall at preſent take Mr. Locke 
for my Guide, and ſhall confider the 
ſeveral Criterions by which the Validity 
of our 'Feſtimony is to be tried, accord- 
ing to the Method preſcribed by him: 
But ſhall not, however, neglect taking 
Notice of thoſe additional Circumſtan- 
ces of Contrariety, which are mention- 
ed by Mr. Hume. 

„ (I.) F then as to the Number of 
bur Witneſſes; which would be tbo 
harge:to produce, if we were to bring in 


Apaftles: of Feſus to their ſeveral 
Ehurches, and therefore, for. Brevity 
ſake, we ſhall inſiſt only upon Four 
Mitneſſes, as being a ſufficient Number 


for eſtabliſhing X Truth. Two of 


which were the Eye Witneſſes, and 
Compa- 


F 
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Companions of the Life of Fejus, and 
the other two were Contemporaries 
therewtth, and had their Accounts from 
thoſe who were Eye Witneſſes. All 
which four have left the Hiftory of the 
Life and Converſation of Teſus, in 
Writing, behind them. The Names 
of theſe four Hiſtorians, who were all 
Jeus, are Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
Jobn. | | 
Matthew was a Publican, that is, one 
who received the Cuſtoms, or Tribute, 
that was at this Time paid by the Fews 
to the Romans; which was no advanta- 
geous Part of his Character, thoſe who 
undertook that Employment, being ren- 
dered thereby very odious to the reſt of 
the Jews. His Hebrew Name was 
* Levi, the Son of Alpbeus, who hav- 
ing followed Feſus, and having been an 
Eye Witneſs of the Miracles which he 
performed, and being thereby convin- 
ced that he was the Meſſab, wrote an 
+ Account thereof for the Uſe of the 
Inhabitants of Paleſtine. Which Ae- 
| — count 
* Mat. ix. 9, 11. Mark ii. 14, Luke v. 27 
Euſeb. Eccleſ. L. iii, C. 24. | 
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count having been written in the He- 

brew, or rather Syriac Tongue, in the | 
Hebrew or Chaldee Character, was ſoon | 
tranſlated into Greek, for the Uſe of | 
thoſe who did not underſtand the other 
Language; which is the Copy that is 
now come to our Hands. 
Mark was a Diſciple, and Auditor, 
and Companion of Peter, who was one 
of the Apoſtles, and moſt early Diſci- 
ples of Jeſus. | 
Luke was in the ſame Circumſtance 
with Mark, not an Eye Witneſs him- 
felf, but having converſed with thoſe 
that were, he wrote an Hiſtory of the 
Life and Tranſactions of Jeſus, for the 
Uſe of one Theophilus, as he himſelf in- 
forms us, in the Introduction to his 

_ Hiſtory, in this Manner: For as much 
as many have taken in Hand to ſet forth 
in Order, a Declaration of thoſe Things 
. which are moſt ſurely believed among us; 
even as they delivered them unto us, which 
from the Beginning were Eye-Witneſſes, 
and Miniſters of the Word: It ſeemed 
good to me alſo, having had perfect Un- 
derſtanding of all Things FROM THE vx- 
RY 
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RY FIRST, to write unto thee, in order, 
moſt excellent Theophilus, that thou 
mayeſt know the Certainty of thoſe Tbings 
wherein thou haſt been inſtructed. | 
Tux Words here rendered from the 
very firſt, are in the Original expreſſed 
by the Word Arve, which may very 
fairly and honeſtly be tranſlated from 
above, according to its literal Significa- 
tion, which would give his T 9s =: 
ſtill greater Weight; for according to 
Stephens AvwSev exponttur Deſuper, Su- 
perne, e Superiori loco, e Supertoribus, 
vel Supernis Locis, ab Alto, And that 
this is the Senſe in which it is chiefly 
uſed, in the Language of the Scrip- 
tures, appears from Mat. xxvii. 51. 
Mar. xv. 38. John iii. 3, 7, 31. XiX. 
11, 23. Jam. i. 17. iii. 15, 17. where 
it will not bear any other Interpretation. 
But to avoid Diſputes, I have quoted the 
Words of St. Luke according to the yul- 
gar Tranſlation; and will ſuppoſe his 
Teſtimony to haye no other Force than 
that of an Inquiſitive Reporter of what 
he had heard: Although, if the whole 
Paragraph here quoted, be rightly con- 
24 ſidered, 


MK. 4 


— -- JHA 0" — —Ä—üUũ—n 
* p yu K 


— rr 
- as „ 1 3 — 
Py XY 
o 
—_ 
© a4 — 


—— — 


104 A VINDICATION, Ge. 
ſidered, the Strength of his Argument 
for writing to Theophilus, upon a Subject 
which had been handled by others, ac- 
cording to the Report of thoſe which 
from the Beginning were Eye Witneſſes, 
and Miniſters of the Word, muſt depend 
upon this, that he had a ſtronger Aſſu- 
rance of the Truth of what he reports, 
than barely hearfay Evidence; having 
alſo been confirmed of the Truth there- 
of, by Inſpiration from Above. 


Tue was a Phyſician by Profeſſion, 


and of Conſequence a Man of Letters ; 
and being one of the many who expect- 
ed the coming of the Meſfiah, about 
that Time; if we ſuppoſe, that he was 
only attentive to the Accounts which he 
heard of the Miracles of Jeſus, 2 
the very firſt ; and though no Eye Wit- 


. neſs himſelf, yet having taken his In- 


formation from thoſe that were, muſt 
be allowed to be a good corroborating 
Evidence. Which alſo probably was 
the Caſe of Mark, who although he 
does not mention it, yet it 1s very like- 
ly, that he was alſo attentive to thoſe 
Things from the very firſt. LS EP 
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John was the favourite Diſciple of 
Jeſus, and having lived to a great Age, 
was preſſed by his Friends, * to ſet down, 
before his Death, an Account in Writs 
ing, of the Hiſtory of TFeſus ; upon 
which, having reviſed thoſe Accounts 
which had been written by the three 
aforementioned Perſons, he ſet down 
thoſe Particulars of Moment, which 
had been omitted by them. So that 
two of our Wuneſſes, being Eye Wit- 
neſſes, and the other two having been 
attentive Enquirers, from the very firſt, 
into thoſe Matters of Fact, which they 
relate, as told them by other Eye Wit- , 
neſſes, there can be no Objection made 
to the Number of our Witneſſes; fince, 
if theſe two laſt mentioned ſhould; be 
re cha there would ftill remain #100, 

were themſelves Eye Witneſſes, 
2 according to the + Law of Moſes, 
as well as the fubſequent Practice of all 
Nations, two Witneſſes are ſufficient to 
eſtabliſh the Truth of any Matter. 


E 5 is 1 
* Euſeb, Eccleſ. Hiſt. L. iii. C. xXiv.. | 
7 Deut, xvii. 6, xix, 15. 
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1 (̃ 2.) Wx muſt now therefore proceed 
1 in the ſecond Place, to conſider the In- 
it tegrity of the Witneſſes; for although 
'1 their Numbers were never ſo great, if 


18 there is Reaſon to ſuſpect their Integri- 
1 ty, the Degree of Aſſent which we are 
| | to yield to their Aſſertions, ought cer- 
tainly to be regulated thereby. Now 
4 the Integrity of theſe Witneſſes will 
F: appear, if we do but conſider, in the 
F: firſt Place, the artleſs and undiſguiſed 
1 Manner in which their Narrations are 
11K related; .ſo as not to conceal the Fail- 
3 ings and Infirmities either of themſelves, 
or of their beſt Friends. Thus it is 
fairly acknowledged, that Matthew was 
a2 Publican; nor is there the leaſt Diſ- 
guiſe thrown over the Ambition of the 
Sons of Zebedee; the Diffidence of Tho- 
mas; or the Backſlidings of Peter, and 
the Timidity of the reft of the Apoſtles 
of Jeſus; all which are ſet forth in the 
ſtrongeſt Light. And what gives no 
ſmall Proof of their Integrity, is the 
=. . Conſideration, that although theſe four 
| [1 Witneſſes agree in their Evidence, with 
| | . Regard 
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Regard to the principal Matters of Fact, 
they yet diſagree ſo much in the Man- 
ner of their Narration, as to remove all 
Suſpicion of any Colluſion among them. 

Bur what proves their Integrity be- 
yond all Manner of Diſpute, is, that 
they could have no Intereſt in publiſh- 
ing theſe Matters of Fact, but barely 
the Love. of Truth; and the diſtant 
Expectation. of a future Reward in an- 
other World. For as to this World, 
they muſt have given that up from the 
Moment that Feſus declared in the Face 
of the whole Jewiſb People, at the 
Time of his Trial, that his Kingdom 
was not of this World. horas 

Bur after his Death, there could be 
no Hopes at all left, whatever Hopes 
they might have had until then, of any 
worldly Profit, in being a Diſciple: of 
Jeſus. For then daily Experience con- 


vinced them, of the Truth of what 


Jeſus had in his Life Time often decla- 
red unto them, that they ſhould be as 
* Lambs and Sheep in the midſt of Wolves, 
That 


Mat. x. 16. Luke x, 3. 
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That they ſhould not eſcape better than 
their Maſter; but that as his Enemies 
had perſecuted him, fo ſhould they 
* perſecute his Diſciples alſo : That 
they ſhould be put out of the Syna- 

gues, nay, + the Time cometh, ſaid 

e, when whoſoever killeth you, will 
think that he doeth GOD Service. Which 
Sayings were probably verified in the 
particular Caſe of every one of theſe 


four Hiſtorians ; who certainly ſubject- 


ed themſelves to E Reproach 


and Perſecution, for the Sake of that 


Doctrine, which they publiſhed to the 
World: And two of them undoubtedly 
fuffered Death, rather than retract that 
Truth, which they had fo publickly 
declared. So that after this, there is 
no room left to doubt of the Integrity of 


theſe Witneſſes; fince the Sufferings of 


Death, or even Perſecution, in Jultifi 
cation of ones Opinion, whether true 
or falſe, is the ſtrongeſt Proof which it 
is poſſible for any Man to give of his 
Integrity at leaſt, 
AND 
* John xv, 20, + John xvi. 2. 


CS adit om. oft oe * cock nine. eds. a 


ieren 


eee © x 


fi 


A VINDICATION, Se. rog 
AND therefore, although the Mat- 
ters of Fact, which they bore Teſtimo-- 
ny of, were undoubtedly miraculous, 
and above the common ? rare of Na- 
ture, 8 as they could have no Intereſt 
in what they relate,* the Evidence of 
their Integrity is ſo glaring and mani- 
feſt, that one would think it fufficient 
to overcome, even the Diffidence of Mr. 
Hume, Becauſe, to uſe his own Words, 
The Falſehood of their Teftimony would be 


more miraculous than the Event which 


they relate. DEAD | 
30 
* Hume's Eſſay on Miracles. 


+ Id. ibid. This Author, in Imitation of the 
Academick Philoſophers, doubts every Thing, 
and determines nothing. And is more em- 
ployed in finding out what can be ſaid on both 
Sides, and in raiſing Objections, than in point- 
ing out the Truth: Which ſeems to be the 
Effect of a diffident and a timid Genius. The 
Traveller who is overtaken by a Miſt, or by the 
Night, and cannot ſee his Way clearly, as he 
is afraid of every Step he takes, ſo he makes 
but little Way: Whereas he, who has Light 
ſufficient to ſee his Road, ſprings forward with 
Alacrity, regardleſs of thoſe Doubts which 
binder the Progreſs of the benighted Tra- 
veller. 
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| (3. Bur, as it may be urged, that 
a Man's Honeſty is no Proof of his 


Ability ; and that theſe 2 well mean- 


ing Men may have been deceived; 


therefore, it will be neceſſary, in the 


Third Place, to conſider the Sill of our 
Witneſfes. And here it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, that it does not appear, 
that thee Perſons were bred up to any 
great Share of Literature, if we except 
St. Luke, who. was a Phyſician : But 


then it is to be obſerved on the other 


Hand, that the Evidence to which their 
Teſtimony is produced, requires no 
great Skill, either in judging of, or in 
the Narration. Whereas, the £ Simpli- 
city of their Lives and Swe 


as it renders them the freer from all 


Suſpicion of attempting to impoſe upon 
their Readers ; ſo does it make t 
Evidence the more credible ; D 
they had but Sil enough to prevent 
being impoſed upon themſelves, in the 
Things which they relate. Now, as 


the Hiſtory which they have written, 


conſiſts 
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conſiſts only in reporting certain Mat- 
ters of Fact, which they faw and heard, 
every Man, that has but Eyes and Ears, 
and common Senſe, has Skill. enough, 
to be a Judge of ſuch Kind of Things. 
They tell you the Facts that Feſus did. 
They tell you. the Words that he ſpoke. 


The Conſequence to be deduced from 


thence, belongs to the-Reader as well as 
to them.. _ | 

Tux tell you that he was born at 
Bethlehem, and that he lived at Naza- 
reth, and that he went about; during 


the laſt three Years and a half of his 


Life, doing certain Works, which ap- 
peared to them to be miraculous ; and 


that Feſus argued: from thence to prove 


the Divinity of his Miſſion : But, it is 
the Reader's Buſineſs to judge whether 
thoſe Ads as they are there related, 
were miraculous, or not ; and whether 
they can be accounted tor by-natural 
Means ; and whether the Argument 
deduced from thence in Favour of a 
divine Miſſion, be concluſive. They 
tell you what thoſe Works- were:: 

Feeding 
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Feeding thouſands of People with two 
Loaves of Bread, and a few ſmall Fiſh- 
es; healing the Sick in an Inſtant; 
curing the Leprous ; the Blind; the 
Deaf; and the Lame: And what is 
more than all, bringing the Dead back 
again to Life, not only after they had 
been dead ſome Hours, but ſome Days; 
one when he was actually carrying up- 
on the Biar to the Grave; and another 
after he had been ſome Days in the 
Grave. They tell you, that he was 
crucified by Order of the Roman Gover- 
por Pontius Pilate, at the earneſt Sol- 
licitation of the 'Fews; and that he was 
buried in the Tomb belonging to one 
Foſeph of Arimathea ; that he roſe 
from thence on the third Day, and 
was ſeen and felt by his Diſciples, and 
converſed frequently with them for 

forty Days afterwards. 

Now it requires no great Skill in any 
' Witneſs to be a Judge of all theſe Kind 
of Things, and to tell whether a Man 
be blind, or has his Eyeſight ; whe- 
ther he be leprous or clean; alive or 
dead: And with a very ſmall Degree 
| 0 
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of Attention, any Perſon, with the 
meaneſt Abilities, hath Skill ſufficient 
to judge, whether theſe wonderful 
Cures which they ſaw performed by 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles, were done 
according to the ordinary Rules of 
Phyſick, or were effected in a Mo- 
ment, by a Touch of the Hand, or 
even by the Speaking of a Word. So, 
that with Regard to ſuch Tranſactions 
as theſe, although never ſo extraordi- 
nary in their own Nature, no Objecti- 
oh can lie againſt the Sill of "theſe 
Witneſſes. . 

(4.) Hence we come in the Fourth 
Place to conſider the Defign of theſe Au- 
thors, which certainly could not be 
bad; as the whole Purport of the Re- 
ligion which they inculcate, is evident- 
ly calculated to recommend Piety to- 
wards Gop, and good Will towards 
Man. Nor is it credible that theſe 
Books could have been written with an 
evil Deſign of impoſing on the World, 
when we conſider that the Authors. 
could be no Gainers by ſuch an Impoſ- 
ture, When the Chriſtian Religion. 
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began to be countenanced by Princes 
and Potentates, and had once gotten 
fome Footing in the World, Intereſt, 
or Vanity, or a miſguided Zeal, might 
have excited ſome weak Men to the 
Practice of pious Frauds, in privately 
compoſing ſome Books, or forging 
fome Miracles, to propagate their own 
Opinions. | 

Fox when a Doctrine hath once 
gained ſome Credit, and Men begin to 
be prejudiced in Favour of the Propa- 
gators of it ; the Zeal of the Multitude, 
already prepoſſeſſed in Favour of ſuch 
Leaders and: ſuch Doctrine, may pre- 
vail upon them to believe whatever 
ſuch Leaders report, or indeed, any 
Report which tends to confirm them in 
their preſent Sentiments, without giving 
it a due Examination. Which ſeems to 
have been the Cafe of ſome Perſons in 
the Chriſtian Church ſoon after the 
Death of the Apoſtles, whoſe Credulity 
is not always to be vindicated, nor their 
8 5 to be credited; as hath been 
undoubtedly proved by Dr. Middleton; 
who, although he may have puſhed his 
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Argument with too much Violence, 
and have gone too far in ſome Particu- 
lars, is undeniably right in too many 
others. And as the Prejudice of the 
Multitude, and the Gain of the Lead 
ers, was thereby encreaſed, ſo alſo did 
the Practiee of theſe pious Frauds en- 
creaſe ; and have continued from that 
Time to this; as manifeſtly appears 
from the Regard paid by ſome Party- 
Zealots to the Miracles reported to have 
been performed at the Tomb of Abbe 
Paris; who was © a little Prieſt undiſ- 
e finguiſbed during his Life, but dubbed. 
e @ Saint by the Janſeniſts after his 
« Death.” And who, as Lord Bol- 
lingbroke juſtly obſerves, ** had the 
« prime Miniſter been a Janſeniſt, might 
« have been a Saint ſtill. x Whereas, 
this was not the Caſe of thoſe Miracles 
which are recorded by our Authors, as 
performed by our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles ; which were of various Kinds; 
were done in their Life Time ; pub- 
lickly in the Face of their Enemies; 
and ſubject at the Time of their Per- 

| | * formance 
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formance to the Scrutiny of the moſt 
learned Perſons in the. Fewi/h Nation, 
the Scribes and Phariſees, who et 
themſelves in Oppzftion to JN. For, 
as the Bulk of the Jets were \ 
pectation of, triumphant Me 


P iump Hab and 
not 411 75 one, inſtead of being pte- 
Judiced- mn Favour of Jeſus, they we 


paring again# the Belief of a Meſ- 
Aab, who only appeared xs the Son to 
Carpenter. TRis was at neit 
ſuited their Intereſt, nor their Incſiha- 
tions; and therefore it was. no ealy 
Matter to perſwade them, that any good 
Thing could come out of ſo poor a Place 
as Nazareth; and for the ſame Reaſons, 
the Doctrine of Chriſt crucified was a 
ſtumbling Block to the Jews, and to the 
'Greeks Fool:iſhneſs; until their Preju- 
dices, and among the reſt the Preju- 
dices of our four Hiſtorians, whoſe 
Teſtimony is here produced, were en- 
bu pe Ba by th irreſiſtable Force 
of ſeveral wonderful Facts; which 
could no otherwiſe be accounted for 


than as being done by a Perſon em- 
powered 
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owered and commiſſioned from Gon. 
Which Matters of Fact, two at leaſt of 
theſe Hiſtorians were Eye Witneſſes of, 
and wrote the Hiſtory thereof at a 
Time when they could have no View 
either of worldly Profit or Praiſe. _. 
Non is it reaſonable to think, that 
had they known the Chriſtian Religion 
to have been falſe, their Zeal would 
ever have allowed them to proceed ſo 
far in the Cheat, as to be real Sufferers 
themſelves, only that others might be 
the Gainerg, Nor would they have 
endured Perſecution rather than retract, 
or ſuffer Death rather than deny, the 
Truth of what they aſſerted. And 


18, when we conſider that the general 
a Purport of theſe Books is to recom- 
he mend the Practice of Virtue and Good- 
U= neſs, and the Love of Truth, we may 
4 be ſure, that real Falſchood. would ne- 


ver take Pains to bring about theſe Pur- 
poſes ;; ſince whatever Guiſe it may aſ- 
ſume, and put outwardly upon. itſelf, 
ſomething very different from all theſe 
for would lie hid underneath ; and that, 
m. let the Pretences be never fo ſpecious, 
ed | | | _ ſomthing | 
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ſomething of worldly Intereſtwould be 
couched at the Bottom. Whereas, 
| theſe Authors, who wrote the Hiſtory 
* of a Perſon after he was dead, whom 
| they acknowledge and declare to have 
| been ignominiouſly crucified, and to 
| have owned, that his K7gdom was not 
| of this World, muſt be acquitted from 
having any ſuch Defign. ** 
(.) So that we may proceed in the 
Fifth Place, to conſider the Conſiſtency 

| e the Parts, and the Circumſtances of 
= | the Relation. hich will bear but 
very little Controverſy ; fince whoever 
will give himſelf the Trouble of read- 
ing theſe four Authors, will ſee one 
1 general Scheme carried on through 
E| each of them; wherein they give us a 


ſhort Account of the Life of Feſus, 
from his Birth to the Time of his Aſ- 
cenſion into Heaven. In which th 

1 deliver their Teſtimony without Doubt 
| | and Heſitation, and yet not with 700 
4 violent Aſſeverations ;* and are ſo con- 
ſiſtent with themſelves, as well as with 
each other, as to produce a wonderful 


and 
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and ſurprizing Harmony, whenever 
they are compared together; although 
they were written at different Times, 
and in very different Parts of the 
World. And whoever compares them, 
will find a ſufficient Difference in the 
circumſtantial Parts of the Narration, 
although not in the material, to pre- 
vent the Suſpicion of the leaſt Poſſibi- 
lity of Combination. Thus for Example, 
the three Evangeliſts, Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke, are principally employed in 
relating the plain practical Diſcourſes 
upon moral Subjects, which our Saviour 
ſpoke to his Auditors in general; of 
which Matthew, who was an Ear Wit- 
neſs, is much more copious and parti- 
cular in the Narration than the other 
two; but Mark and Luke are more ex- 
act and regular in ſpecifying the Time 
and Place. Whereas St. Fohn, who 
was his beloved and favourite Diſciple, 
and attended upon him in his moſt-re- 
tired Hours, does not only mention 
ſome Diſcourſes that were omitted by 
them, but enters into the more myſte- 
rious and recondite Part of his Life and 

Character, 


| vo 
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|| Character. He begins therefore, with 
| _ affirming, that He was in the Beginning 
| with = and that He vgs GopD; and 
1 that all Things were made by him, &c, 
| But then, a is for the ſame Reaſon, 
more explicit than all the reſt of the 
Evangeliſts taken together, in declaring, 
that this Power was given into his 
Hands by Gop the Father, and in aſ- 
ſerting the Dependency of the Son on 
Gop the Father, both before he took 
human Nature upon himſelf, and after- 
wards. Which. renders the Goſpel of 
St. Fobn more elevated, as well as more 
"myſterious, than any of the others, 
And if there are ſome few Places and 
ſmall "Circumſtances, which at firſt 
View ſeem to diſagree, they are of ſuch 
2 Nature, that they either admit an 
eaſy Reconciliation, or muſt be aſcribed 
to a Miſtake in the menden of the 
Spie 2 
Ap indeed there is one Cicchm⸗ 
ſtance attending theſe Hiſtories, to the 
Veracity of which, the Jeus them- 
ſelves, as well as the City of Feruſalem, 


are a ſtanding and a living Evidence; 
which 


* 
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which is, that they contain a Prophecy 
relating to the Diſperſion of the 
Jeu, and the Deſtruction of the Tem- 
le, which continues daily to be fulfil- 
fed The Force of which was at- 
tempted to be eluded by the Emperor 
Julian, who employed the Power of 
the Roman Empire in endeavouring to 
rebuild the Temple, and replace the 
Fews in their own Land; but was de- 
feated of his Purpoſes, by the viſible, 
but ſupernatural, Eruption of Globes 
of Fire through the Foundations of th 
Temple, which never ceaſed ſcattering : 
Deſtruction about them, until the Un- 
dertakers defiſted from their Attempt. 
Which is a Matter of Fact, in which 
all Hiſtorians who mention thoſe 
Times and Tranſactions, whether 
Chriſtian, : Fewiſh, or —— unani- 
mouſly. agree ann ts 
(6.)  HavinoG thus 6nfiderad the. 
Conſiſtency of the Parts, and the Cir- 
W y 5 the 1 8 50 of the Life 
15:05 . 


* Mat, xxiv. 1, 2, 15. Mark ai I 14. 
Luke xix. 14, 43 hk "x 24. » 
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of 125 as related by the four Evan 


Peu ve come now to the Sixth and 
_ Criterion by which the Truth of 
n which is the 


_ eſtimonies. And under this 


Head, I am ſure it does not yet appear, 
that any have ever been produced, 


which will, in the leaſt, invalidate their 
FTeſtimony. 


WIEREAS, if the Aenne -of 


Chriſtianity, who lived at that Time, 
when the Goſpels were written, had 


not been ſure, that thoſe Things were 
really true, as they are ſet down, we 
may be certain that, as they wanted 
not Abilities, ſo neither would they 


have wanted Inclinations to have. Caries 
| ſed. them. 
Burr, if the Evidence of thoſe Per- 


ſons: who were bred up in a co 


Opinion, and continued to be Adver- 
ſaries to Chriſtianity. until they were 
advanced in Years, although after- 


Wards convinced of their Etrors, may 
be comprehended under the Character 


Wenge 5 Teſtimony; then ſome of the 
ongeſt Proofs,. which are to be pro- 


duc 


SONOS Nose nne. 
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duced for the corroborating and con- 
firming of the Truth of the Hiſtory, a9 
related by theſe four Evarigelifts; ate of 
this Kind': For of this Sort were all 
the early Converts to Chriſtianity ? : 
But, in particular, Paul oi Turſus; 
who was at firſt not on not a Friend to 
ele. „but a bitter Enemy to. it 3 

. the — binding and 


— Its Dplevars come down 
to our Hands, ging an Account of his 
Converſion; "ID the H of the 
principal Part of whoſe Life' likewiſe 
ſtill extarit; im the Book entitled; The 
—_— of the of 5: written" by His 
Tue, who ( & Wane” of the 

four Evangeliſts- 
Bur, — Senne 
Tetimanies; thoſe only; are to! be cbifis 
ptehended who lived and died of 4 


Reaſon to lament the Loſs of that Ac- 


count, which Pontius Pilate ſent: to 


Tiberius Cuſar, the en Roman Empe- 


ror; of the Tranſactions which paſſed 


during fs Government-of N For 


th; 221 that 


both" Men a 


Ferſwaſion; wre have” great 
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that Jeſus was therein mentioned in an 
extraordinary Manner, we have great 
Reaſon to believe, from the Works of 
Juin Martyr, who lived about 100 
Years after the Death of Jeſus; and 
who appealed to this Record for the 
Truth of what he affirmed in Favour 
of Feſus, in his Apology for the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, which he * dedicated to 
the Emperor Antoninus, to the Caſars 
his Sons, and to the whole Senate and 
People of Rome ; and which he deliver- 
ed in, being then an Inhabitant of tha 
. himſelf.:.! - 164 Legion 
TIE Works, W of Ta act Hd 
Suetomdus; ; and Dion Caſſius, all Heathen 
Writers, are come down to our Hands, 
and they confirm that Circumſtance 
mentioned by the four Evangeliſts, of 
an Order being iſſued from Auguſtus 
Cæſar, that the whole Empire ſhould 
be taxed. And + Tacitus particularly 
mentions, that in the Reign of Tibe- 
rius, when Pontius Pilate was Gover- 


- Nor of Jes Feſus was brought in 


ann 


1 


e Eccleſ. Hiſt, I. iv. e. Xi. Xii. 
F Tacit, Annal. I, xv. ſ. zliv. 
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Judgment before him, condemned and 
crucified. And both * he + and Sze- 
tonius mention the / current + Report 
then prevalent, that ſome Perſon coming 
out of Judæa ſhould obtain the Domi- + 
nion of the Earth. Which, although 
they, as well as 7oſephus,' as Lord Bol. 
lingoroke obſerves, || applied wrongly to 
the then reigning. Roman Emperors, 
who had been in Judæa, is an un- 
doubted Proof, however, that there 
was a general Expectation, which prè- 
vailed about that Time, of ſome extraor- 
dinary Perſon appearing in Fudea, And: 
whence ſhould this Report "ariſe ? But 
from the prophetick Writings of the 
Fews, which gave them Expectations 
of the coming of the Mg/iab about that 
Time, whom they, as well as the afore- 
mentioned © Hiſtorians, at firſt, falſely 
underſtood to be a temporal Prince, and 
a triumphant worldly Hero. 

And I think I may venture to of 
ng that here — Reuben Writers 


1 , 10 — 0 N | of | have 


FRI 25 . J Suet. I. vil. fed. iv. 
} Pererebuerat Racks. P. 70. 
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have mentioned any of the Particulars 


Which are recorded by the four Evan- 
geliſts, inſtead of contradicting them, 
they always confirm their Teſtimony. 
Bor, it is not to be wondered at; if 


many Inſtances are not to be produced 
of this Nature: Firſt, becauſe there 
'were few or no Hiſtorians who lived in 


Judæa, where theſe Tranſactions ha 
pened. And ſecondly, becauſe th 
Actions performed by Feſus are not 
ſuch, as are the proper Subjects of 


Hiſtory; ; which concerns itſelf more 


with Politicks, than Religion. But 
where the Subject of an of the pro- 
phane Hiſtorians hath led them to treat 
about thoſe 1 5 which referred to 
the Hiſtory of Feſus, there we always 
find a remarkable Confirmation of the 
Veracity of theſe four Evangeliſts, 
without any one Inſtance that bur 
ever yet heard of to the contrary. 

Even Celſus, Julian, Porphy hyry, an 
Mudda, who were all not only * 
but profeſſed Enemies of Chriſtianity, 
acknowledge the Matters of Fact, and 
allow the Miracles Dur af Feſus to 


have 


. Re os ot dt. eo eas acid. ics... tc. — a £-- a-. 
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have been performed; but only deny 
them to have been done by the Power 
of Gop, and aſcribe therh to the Poe 
of Art-Magic, 

Anv thus having gone thro ough the 


Six Criterions, which are Grell Þ by Mr. 
Loc ke, as ſufficient Teſts for aſcertaining 
and eftabliſhing the. Degrees of Proba- 


bility: And having ſhewed, that the 
Number of our Witneſſes is ſuch, a8 
hath been thought ſufficient, in all 
Ages, to determine our Aſſent, even in 
the Courts of Judicature ; that their 
having ſuffered Perſecution and Death 
rather than retra& their Aſſertions, is a 
ſufficient Proof of their Integrity ; that 
they had $k// equal to their Under- 


taking, which was only to relate Mat- 
ters of Fact; that the Deg of theſe 


Authors rank not be to deceive, AS 


there was no Poſſibility of their 


any Thing thereby ; that the Parts, as 


well as Circumſtances of their Relation, 


were all conſiſtent together, and con- 
curred in carrying on the general 
Scheme of a Maſiab; and that no con- 


trary Th Rn can be produced, but 


i? "XY What 
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| what rather tend to prove that Feſus 
was that Meſſiah; I think we may, in 
the Words of Mr. * Locke, alſo aſſert, 
that where all theſe concur in the 
1 Proof of any one Thing, there Pro- 
4 bability upon ſuch Grounds: carries 
« ſo much Evidence with it, that it 
« naturally determines the Judgment, 
and leaves us as little Liberty to be- 
« lieve or diſbelieve, as a Demonſtra- 
« tion, does whether we will know, or 
« be ignorant. 
So that the only Difficulty which 
ſeems to remain is this; which muſt 
indeed be acknowledged as a Thing at 
firſt Sight to be wondered at, that if 
theſe Things are true, and that they 
are true, I think can hardly be doubt- 
ed, how it comes. to paſs, that the 
Jeus, who were perpetually looking 
into and ſearching, the prophetical 
Writings; and who were at the Time 
of the coming of Feſus, + waiting for 
Redemption in Feruſalem; and were 


then in full n of the — 
| 0 


e 


* Lock of Hum, Und, I. iv. c. xvi, 
+ Lu. ii. 38. Joh. i. 41. iv. 25. 
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of the — . ſhould not more univer- 


fally, than they did, acknowledge the 


Cb letion of theſe Prophecies in the 
Perſon of Jeſus? The Reaſon) howe- 
ver, is not very difficult to aſſign; if 
we do but conſider the ſtrong Impreſ- 


fion which the Thoughts of a trium- 
phant Meſſiah in the Form of an he- 


roick an 'wortdly Prince, had' made 


upon their Minds; together with” the 


ſtrong Tendency which ſeems implant- 


ed by Gop in all Mankind towards that 
Religion in which they have been edu- 
cated; whence aziſe moſt of thoſe Dif- 


ficulties that every one meets with ifi 
his Attempt to make Converts from any 


one Religion to another; eſpecially to 


a Religion, which required the Morti- 
fication of their Paſſions, their quitting 


their worldly Intereſts, and which 


obliged them utterly to relinquiſh thoſe 
Ceremonies, in which they had been 


bred up from their Infancy: Which, 


whoever tries, will find very difficult = 
to bring about, even with thoſe whb 
are eincm in the moſt A Dooc- 


Fee bas - trines 


_—_ and * Paſſions, might 
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8 of Fopery, or Heatheniſm, or 
ometaniſm 

Fon although Almighty Gop in his 
Diſpenſations with Mankind, is willing 


to Ford them a reaſonable Degree of 
Conviction, ſuch as is ſufficient to pre- 


vail with Men of teachable, unpreju- 
diced, and impartial Diſpoſitions; yet 
he hath not made the Inveſtigation of 


Truth ſo eaſy, or ſo plain, in any one 
Branch of Knowledge, as to ſtrike the 


indolent and uninquiſitive ; or to neceſ- 
ſitate and force the Aſſent of the preju- 
diced - and perverſe : | Becauſe, this 
would take away the Virtue and Merit 


of an impartial Enquiry, and remove 


all Claim and Title to Rewards and 
Puniſhments. And for this Reaſon, 
Almighty Gon was pleaſed to deſcribe 
the coming of the Mefiab, in ſuch a 


Manner, as that Men of unprejudiced 


Minds, whoſe Affections were not tied 


to this World, might know him and 
diſtingui iſn him from all others, and of 
believe in him, when he 


did come: But that Men of worldly 


yet 


* 
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yet have Room to meet with ſtrong De. 
luſion, and believe à Lie. That none of 
the Wicked ſhould underſtand it, but * 
the Wiſe ſhould under ſtand ed! 

AnD hence it came to paſs, that al- 
though the coming of Jeſus is the 
Meſfab, in ſo mean a Character as that 
of a Carpenter's Son, and who was af. 
terwards crucified, was acknowled 
by Ama and Simeon, and ſome illiterate 
Fiſhermen, it was yet a Stumbling- - 
Block to the Jews, and to the Greeks 
Fooliſhneſs. It ſeemed a Contradiction 
in Terms, to Men of wordly Minds, 
and who valued themſelves for their 
worldly Wiſdom, to ſuppoſe a Deli ver- 
er could be crucified ; and a Redeemer 
put to Death. They ſaw no Slavery in 
Sin; and therefore thought of no De-. 
liverance from thence; nor of any Re- 
demption from the Power of the Grave. 
They deſired no Exemption, but from 
the Roman Yoke; no Triumph but 


over worldly Enemies; and no Victory 


but over Armies that oppoſed them. 
They never conſidered that they were 


greater Slaves to their own Paſſions, 
| than 
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than they were to the Roman Senate ; 
that Death and Hell were the worſt of 
Enemies; and the Devil a greater Ty. 
rant than Ceſar. 

-AnD now having ſufficiently tired 
your Lordſhip, I ſhall releaſe you for 
the preſent ; and ſhall in my next en- 
deavour to vindicate the Authenticity of 
the 1 of the old Teſtament, 


Who am, &c. © 


LE T. 


— — 


my 0 , ps 
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L ET T ER II. 


. My Lon, 


AVING in a FembeTiegiy) one 
through the. Proof of the a 

city of the Facts recorded of Jeſar 
Chriſt, in the Hiſtory of the New Teſ- 
tament, I ſhall proceed to vindicate the 


| Authenticity of the Old Teſtament, the 


chief Objections that are raiſed againſt 
which, by the noble Viſcount, are, 
« that the Law and the Hiſtory were 
far from being blended together, as 
« they now ſtand. in the Penteteuch, 
« even from the Time of Moſes, down 
« to that of Eſdras. And that with 
Regard to the other Parts of the Canon 
of the Feuiſh Scriptures, © it is doubt- 
« ful who were the Authors of theſe 
* wr, n when they were * 

« ed, 


P. y. 
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© ed, how they were compoſed and 
cc preſerved, or renewed, to uſe a re- 
t markable Expreſſion of the famous 


Hur in his Demonſtration; in fine, 
« how they were loſt during the Cap- 


« tivity, and how they were retrieved 


« after it, are all Matters of Contro- 
* verſy to this Day,” + 


That Philo 
« and Toſephus believed that Moſes 
« wrote the Account of his own Death 
« and Sepulchre.” } And accordingly 
his Lordſhip further obſerves, that the 
Jeus © rely on Traditions compiled 
te long after the Canon of their Scrip- 
© tures, but deemed by them of equal 
« Antiquity and Authority. Thus, for 
« Inſtance, Daniel, and Simon the Juſt, 
« according to them, were Members 


cat the ſame Time of the great Syna- 


« gogue, which began and finiſhed the 
« Canon of the Old Teſtament, under 
« the Preſidency of Eſdras. This E/- 
« gras was the Prophet Malachi, Da- 


« rius, the Son of Hyftaſpes, was Ar- 
« taxerxes Longimanus; he was Aba- 
« fuerus, and he was the ſame Darius 
« whom 


* p. 78. 427.79. ,-- 7 8 
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« whom Alexander conquered. This, 
ec ſays he, may ſerve as a Sample of . 


« Few Chronology, formed on their 


cc ys vs which afford inſufficient 
« Lights, and on their Traditions, 
« which afford falſe Lights.“ As for 


the Traditions of the Jews, I ſhall be 


as far from defending them as his Lord- 
ſhip himſelf. I will alſo acknowledge, 
that they are exceeding - bad Chronolo- 
gers; and that they confound both 
Names and Tires. But what is allthis 


to the purpoſe ? The Books themſelves 


are in Being. Let them ſpeak for 


themſelves; and your Lordſhip will find 
that theſe falſe Facts in Hiſtory and 
Chronology are by no Means formed on 
their Seriptures, as his Lordſhip aſſents 


but on their Fraditions; for rhein Strip- 
tures ſay no ſuch Things as are here 


charged to their Account, as hath been 
evidently made to appear by Dr. Pri- 
deaux, in his admirable Treatiſe on the 
Connexion of the Old and New Teſta- 
ments, and to which Work 1 ſhall refer 


thoſe wha want any further Satisfaction 


upon 
. 80. e 
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upon thoſe Particulars, which are ſpe- th 
cified by his Lordſhip. And, indeed, R 
his Lordſhip does us the Juſtice to al. W. 
low, that we ¶Cbriſtiant] are more or 
c correct, and come nearer the Truth m 
&« jm theſe Inſtances, perhaps in fome ap 
te others, becauſe, ſays he, we make Pr 
«© Uſe of propmnge CF to > help 

c us. * : by 
. HowEVER, with Regard to che hi 
Books themſelves, his Lordſhip objects, thi 
that it is doubtful © who were the Au- Ar 


s thors of theſe Scriptures, when were wi 
« they compoſed, and preſerved or re- Bo 
ce nee,; in fine, how they were loſt C01 
* during the Captivity, and howꝭ they ter 
« were retrieved after it.” To all ſes 


which I will give his Lordfhip: as ſhort MW ** 
and as full an Anſwer, as I poſſibly can; f 
and if it be P it ſhalt nevertheleſs wh 
be honeſt. =» KM: 
As to the five Books of Moſes, th the 
were compoſed by Moſes himſelf. He ren 
was the Author thereof. And they De 
were bythe poſitive Command of Moſes, the 
ee in the Cheſt or Ark wherein wh 
( the NI; 

. P. 80, I Deut. XXXi. 9, 24, 25, 26. 


or Holy of Holies. 
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the two Tables of the Law, Aaron's 
Rod, and the Pot of Manna, were kept 
with the utmoſt Care in the Sanctuary, 


And with how 
much ſacred Veneration that Place was 
approached once a Year by the Fen- 
Prieſt, I need not mention. 
T uE Book of Foſhua was alſo written 
by Joſbua, and was lodged by Foſbug 
himſelf, a little before his Death, in 
the ſame Place with the Books of Moſes. 
And probably it was 
wrote not only the laſt Ghapter of the 
Book of Deutronomy, as the noble Viſ- 


count obſerves, but the two laſt Chap- 


ters of that Book, and the nine laſt Ver- 
ſes of the 31ſt Chapter, wherein there 


is an Account of the Advice which Mo- 


ſes gave the Iſraelites, and the Bleſſings 
whieh he prophetically gave the ſeveral 
Tribes, when he was d from 
them; and which, as Lord Bollingbrole 
remarks, contain an Account of the 
Death and Sepulchre of Moſes, toge- 
ther with. a kind of funeral Panegyrick, 
which it is more than probable, Jeſbua 
might have added to the End of the 


Works | 


Joſbua alſo, that 


his Death ſpoke of himſelf as being 
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Works of Moſes; at the ſame Time that 
he wrote the Memorials of his own 
Tranſactions, and inſerted them in the 
Book of the Law of G0 D; * ſo that the 
Book of the Law of Gop, at the Time 
of the Death of Joſbua, conſiſted of the 
Books of Moſes and of Fofhua. 

IT is certain that Philo and Fofe phus, 
as his Lordſhip obſerves,+ do both ex- 
preſs themſelves as if the whole Book of 
Deutronomy was finiſhed by Moſes. The 
Words of Philo are to this Effect: 


That Moſes when he was juſt going 


« to depart 2 — them, did 
« himſelf in a Prophetical Manner, 4 
« if he was actually dead, and before 


dead and buried, and that no one 
„ knew where it was. T And 29 
Pbus ſays that Moſes was in Reality ta- 
ken bn the Sight of the Vraelites 
a Cloud, and diſappeared, alibougb b 
wrote 8 the holy Books that he DI ED. 
Which, however, is not quite ſo abſurd, 
as the noble Viſcount has repreſented 
it: 

® Joſh. lv, ky, xxvi. + P. 79. f Philo 
L. 3. de Vit. Moſis, | Jof. Ant. L. 4 C.. 
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it: Becauſe they ſuppoſe it to be done 
by the Spirit of Prophecy. But beſides 
the Impropriety of aſſigning ſupernatu- 
ral Cauſes, where natural Cauſes will 
be as effectual: The funeral Panegy- 
rick, taken Notice of by Lord Bolling- 
broke, furnifhes us with a Reaſon againſt 
ſuppoſing that the two laſt Chapters of 
Deutronomy were written by Moſes; for 
in the firſt Verſe thereof, Moſes is cal- 
led a Man of GOD, which is far from 
the Style in which he uſed to ſpeak of 
himſelf. He is likewiſe, V. 5, ſpoken 
of, as being KING in Teſburum or Jrae, 
which is a Title that he never gave to 
himſelf, any more than he did the for- 
mer one. | 

AnD here I cannot help taking No- 
tice, that it may poſſibly be objected, 
from this laft Expreſſion, as if this Ad- 
dition could not have been made to the 
Works of Moſes, until ſome Time after 


the Title of King. had been given to 


the Rulers in Jſrael.;' and therefore 
muſt be deferred to the Times of Saui 
at leaſt. | But in ' Anſwer. thereto, it 
ſhould be obſerved, that althou on 


. — 
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given to him by his Succeſſor Foſbua; 
as it manifeſtly was to ſome of thoſe 
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Title of King was not a regular and 


conſtant Title that was given to the 


chief Rulers in Jrael until the Time of 
Saul, yet that it was a Title that was 
ſometimes accidentally given them 
Thus, in the Book of Genefis, Moſes 
ſpeaking of the Princes, or Comman- 
ders, or Dukes of the Houſe of Eſau, as 
he generally calls them, ſays, Theſe are 
the Kings that reigned in the Land of 
Edom, before there reigned any King over 
the Children of Iſrael.* Becauſe, before 
the Time of Moſes and Jaſbua, and the 


| Fudges, the Children of Jrael had no 


one Commander in Chief; but each 
Tribe was under its own Head; and 
thoſe Heads were in Servitude to the 
Egyptian Taſk-maſters; but as ſoon as 
they had one Commander in Chief, then 
the Title of King was ſometimes appli- 
ed to that Commander, as in the Caſe 
before us; which Title, though I do 
not apprehend that Moſes would have 
given to himſelf, yet might have been 


| Fudge 


1 Gen, xxxvi. 27. 
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Judges who were the Succeſſors of 
Foſhua. For that thoſe Commanders 
in Chief of the Armies of Iſrael, who 
were ſometimes called Judges, were al- 
ſo called nge, is manifeſt from hence. 
Becauſe, in ſeveral of the Tranſactions 
which are mentioned in the Book of 

udges, as coming to paſs during the 
— of tis —— the Author 
of that Book, "ſpeaking of ' thoſe Tranſ- 
actions, fays,' in more Places than one, 
that they came to paſs when there was 
nw King in Ifrael.* That is, during 
the Interregnum between the Reign of 
the Fudges, when there was no one 
particular Judge appointed to reign over 
the whole twelve Tribes, as frequently 
happened. 191195! 207 12090), ot e, 

Havi thus diſcovered. who were 
the Authors of theſe Books of Moſes and 
Toſbua, and when and by whom they 
were compoſed, we ſhall proceed to 
conſider, © how they were afterwards 


preſerved or renewed.” And upon En- 


quiry it will be found, that we ſhall be 
able to:trace them in the Hands of the 
6 Jews, 


* Judg. xvii, 6. xviii, 1. Xix. 1. XXI. 25. 


were, from their fi 
the preſent Time. For as theſe were 
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Jeus, whoſe municipal Laws they 
publication to 


the Laws by which Plea and Plea, yer 
all Matters of Controverfie, Deut xvii. 
8. between Man and Man, were to be 


regulated; and by which the Civil, as 


well as the Eccleſiaſtical State of the 
Jeus was to be governed; it is utterly 
impoſſible, that this State could have 
ſubſiſted any Length of Time without 
them. And, for this Reaſon, among 
others, it was, that the Prieſts were 
commanded to feach the Cbildrem of U. 
rael all the Statutes which the LoD had 
Jpoken unto: them by the. Hund of Maes, 
Lev. x. Tt: 

AND in Order the better war 
them to do this, the raelites during 
their long Leiſure in the Wilderneſs of 


Kadeſb, for near forty Years: together, 


ſeem in all Probability to have been 
employed in amuſing themſelves with 
learning to write pro N and proba- 
bly! were the Authors of thoſe nume- 
rous Writings, * which ſt remain en- 
1 | rous 

. There i is. a pantclar Account of N in 


Wh. | 
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graved on the hard Rocks in that Wil- 
derneſs, in Characters at preſent un- 
known, but which are in ſuch infinite 

vantities, as to give the Denomination 
of the Mountains of Mokatab, or the 
written. Mountains to that Part of the 
Promontary. And indeed the prodi- 
gious Numbers that there are of thoſe 
Writings, in a Place where there is 
neither Water nor Food to be gotten, 
cannot be accounted for in any other 
Manner, than as being done by the 
Operation of Multitudes of Perſons, 
who were furniſhed both by Food and 
Water from Heaven. 

AxTER which, When. the Tſraelites 
were come into. the Plains of: Moab, and 
were going to enter into the Land 
Canaan, Moſes commanded them to 
keep. theſe Words, which he had de- 
cared-unto, them, in their Hearts, and 
to teach them dili gently unto. their 
Children, and to write them, that is, 
Portions or Sentences out; of " 

9 


HR to Mount Sinai, 1 now in my Poſleſ- 
28 2 of which is printing in London, in a 


** from the Biſhop of nn of 


Antiquarians. 


— 
— 


144 A VINDICATION, Ge. 

the Poſts of their Houſes, and on their 
Gates, H.“ Then they were further 
ordered, as ſoon as they came into the 
Land of Canaan, to take great Stones, 
and ſet them upon Mount Ebal, and to 
plaiſter them with Plaiſter, and to write 
on them the Words of the Law. In 
which two laſt mentioned Caſes, al- 
though the Directions given, may be 
ſuppoſed to extend only to the Laws of 
the two Tables; yet in other Cafes it is 
manifeſt, that the whole Laws of Moſe; 


were intended to be made publick; as 


for Example, when the Priefts, the 
Sons of, Aaron are commanded 7o reach 
the Children of Iſrael, all the Statutes 


which the Lokp had ſpoken unto them by 


the Hand of Moſes. T This Command 
certainly, extends to all thoſe Statutes, 
as well civil as religious, which it was 
not only proper, but, in their Circum- 


ſtances, abſolutely neceflary for them to 


be acquainted with. And, as the In- 
ſtructions, which related to the Sacrifi- 
ces of Atonement, which every parti- 
op 3g e ig ein 
Deut. vi. 9. Xi. 20. Þ Ibid. Xxvñ. 34 
Levit. x. 11. e 
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cular Perſon was obliged to offer, for 
their Purification; or or the F orgive- 
neſs of their Sins; or which related to 
the Conduct between Man and Wife; 
or between Father and Son, or between 
Man and Man, are irregularly inter- 
ſperſed throu bh the whole Books of 

Moſes, as the Decalions on which they 
were ordered gave Riſe to them; there 
fore, it was nec that the Prieſts, 
who were to inſtruct the People, ſhould 
have Copies of the whole Law, which. 
9 though we may not ſuppoſe to 
be very numerous, one at leaſt ought to 
have been lodged, if not in every City, 
yet in every head City of each Tribe. 
And beſides all is, Nieſes ordered that 
at the End of every ſeven Years, in the 
Solemnity of the Year of Releaſe, in 
the Feaſt of Tabernacles, the Prieſts 
ſhould) read theſe Paws: before all Iſrael 
in their Hearing :* That the People as 
well as the Prieſts, .ſhould be acquaint: 
ed with the Tenor: of thoſe * 
which they were to regulate thris 


duct. 20 
1 5 IN e: A 
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AN as theſe Laws of Mais were 


the Rule by which the Elders and{Judgs 


es of the ſevetal Cities were tp diſtri- 
baute Juſtice, between Man and: Man, 
therefore it vas nedęſſary that he Lay- 
Magiſtrates ſheulil have Capes e theſe 
Laws as well as the Prieſts, inzorder t0 
be able to regulate their Adminiſtration 
thereby. And as the ſupreme Court ai 
Judicature, for the whole, Kingdom f 
Hal, came at length te be fed in 
8 Where * Diſpute either 
between Party and Party, or between 
City and City, was finally to be deter- 
mined y cheredũt was ſundoubtecdly ne- 
ceſſary, that one Copy f the Law at 
leaſt,” ought conſtantly ito : Have been 
preſerved..." And thats not che one 
which Was lodged ind the Ark in the 
Holy of Holies; but one that could he 

applied to as Oecaſion required 
For as be HighPrieft cauld go 4ntd 
the of Hohes, but ene a Year, 
the Copy therein lodged (rad, be uſe- 


leis in general; and as it oonid an 
* — 


Deut. xix. 12. a9 6. 20. XXii. 17, 25. 8. 
1 Deut. xvii. 9. 11. 34742 . = 
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Solomon, hen 
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conſulted and referred to on extraordi- 
nary Occaſions, would be inſufficient. 
for the common Purpoſes of. Life. 90 Yi 
AND fore it is Wafffelt, Wat, L 
in the- Times of King Berit en | 
this Court Was firſt erecked at Foriſas 
lem, the great Officers of the gaube 2 
_ haye had the ce M 
ore them, 'w to ate their 
Conduct. And . early Times ef 
the T renee. e Was: ſt! 
built and dedicated" to Gos, and the 
numerous Ceremonies which atten 
the- Practice of Sacrifices were then! . | 
gulated, it is certain, that the officditiny 
muſt have had the HBodks ef the 
Law Aaily before their 8 Which 
a” ente Practice, might in a little 
Time 1) os hoy e 9 Habidak, and in 


Proceſs of Timé, might render her: 
careels'and a mils Perkin 
ahve Of. And ee find, 


towards the latter End of the Nag 08. 
Solonon, when his Heart grew corrupt, 
and was turned from the Go of i/rael; 
and he kept hot that which theLöx g 
commanded, 1 burnt A and 
2 


N. H Aaerffi- 
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ought to have been. 


AND . it is mentioned, that in 


the Days af King Ala, who came to 
the Throne ef Judah about 20 Years 
aſter the Death of Solomon, that for a 
Jeng Seaſon Jae had been without the 


true (Gov, aud without a teaching 


Prieſt, and without ,Law;* does not 
this manifeſtly ſhew, that formerly 
there had ad teaching Priefts among 
the People, who, ts to the Di- 
rections given by Moſes, had taught the 
Children. of Hrael all the Statutes which 
the Lax p had ſpoken unto them, by. the 
Hand of Moſes, and who muſt there- 


fore have had Copies of this Law in 
their Cuſtody, in order to be able alſa 


to read them all over, once every ſeven 
Vears, at the Feaſt of Tabernacſes, be- 
fore all Iſrael in therr Hearing? 

AnDd although it is mentioned, that 
at this Time, in the Days of Aa, they 
rs — Lew, ya, it is e 


chat 


wt > 
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ſacrificed to ſtrange Gods, that the 
1 of Meſes were not then as ſtrict- 
1 nge either by King, Prieſts or 


g. g. By - =» 0 wo'w 


” 
a 1 ii. 


DD 


obſerved; as appe 
of his Son and Sutceſſor Jebeſophat, 
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that the Books of the Law of Moſes were 
not loſt, notwithſtanding; the Precepts 
therein contained, had: not been duly 
ears from the Conduct 


who in the third Year of his Reign ſent to 
his Princes to teach in the Cities of Ju- 
dah ;. and with them he ſent Levites and 
Prieſts; and they taught in Judah, 'and 
HAD THE. BOOK OF THE LAW 
OF THE LORD with them, and went 
about throughout all the Cities of Judah, 
and taught the People: 0 
AN indeed, though it is natural to 
imagine that in a Succeſſion of Princes, 


of which ſome were good and ſome 


bad, the Laws preſcribed in the Books 
of Moſes, would be ſometimes more 
prac obſerved, and ſometimes 
eſs; yet it is not to be ſuppoſed, that 
while this Court of the Sanbedrim was: 
permitted to-fit in Feruſalem, in which 


the civil Property of the Subject was re- 


gulated aceording to the Laws of Moſes, 


they could ever be without one Copy of 


the Law at leaſt. And accordingly we 
G 3 find 
2 Chron, xvii. 17. 9. 
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find in the Days of good Hezekigh, 
King of Judal, that —— Go put it 
into the Heart of the King, to do that 
which was Right in the Sight of the 
LoRp; and to repair and cleanſe the 
Temple, and to ſanctify anew all thoſe 


Veſſels which King Ahaz, in his Reign 


did caft away, in his Tranſgreſſions,. & c. 
the Sin Offering, and the Sacrifices 
that were then offered upon this Ocea- 
ſion, were exactly conformable to the 
Rules preſcribed by Meſes in the Book 
of Leviticus, whence it is manifeſt they 
then had by them a Copy of that Book 
to refer to. | 
Ap when they were cleanſing and 
ſanctifying the Temple, it is farther 
obſerved; that, Hezekiah the King and 
the Princes, commanded the Levites to 
ng Praiſes unto the Lokn, with the 
Words of David, and Aſaph the Seer+ 
Whence it appears, that the Pſalms of 
David and Afaph were at this Time 
held in great Repute, and were made 
Uſe of in Divine Service, but whether 
as a Part of the Canon of Scripture, 
cannot 


* Chron. xxix. 1, &c. f Chron. Xxix. 30. 
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cannot be inferred from hence. Hows 
ever, as the Prophet Huiab flouriſhed in 
the Reigh of Hrrebiab, this, acebunts 
for the many Allaſſons there" are in the 
Prophecies ef that Prophet, to the 
Pfſalms of David. But ſhews at the 
fame Time, that the Prophecies of 
b could not theri have been/ inſerts 
inte the Canon of Seripture, nor 
indeed in al! Probability, until ſome 
Time after his Death, when the fulfil- 
ling of his- Prophecies would have tho- 
roughly eſtabliſhed- his CHATS ＋ * 
Proßhe r 
IT iefürther alſo ohſer deo e 
that he ſent to all Jag and Judah, and 


vvrote Letters to Ephraim and Manaſſeh, 


to keep the Paſſover unto the LoRD of 
Mael; the Reaſon given for which is, 
Becauſe they-' haul not dene it of a ung 
Time, in fuch Sort as it was written. 
Whenee it is manifeſt, that the King 
had then in his Cuſtody a written Copy 
of the Law of Moſes, whereby to recti- 
fy” the Manner of their *keeping the 
Paſſover. And accordingly it is till 
23 i e il ee more 
- 2 Chron. XXX, 5. a $ 
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more fully declared that the Prieſts and 
the Levites were aſhamed, and ſandi iſied 
themſelves, and brought in the Burnt Of- 
 ferings into the Houſe of the: Lord: And 
they ſtood in their Place after their Man- 
ner, ACCORDING TO THE LAW or 
Maſes, Taz Man or GOD.“ Whence 
it is apparent, that the Prieſts and Le- 
vites had then a Copy of the Law of 
Maſes before them, whereby to regu- 
late the Manner of their ſtanding, and 
of offering up their burnt Offeridgs, ac- 
cording to that La w-. 

How ENR, Wen Menaſeh, wha 
was the Son and Succeſſor of Hezeliab, 
was King, although he did Evil in the 
Sight of the Lox, after the Abomina- 
tion of the Heathen, and he built Altars 

for all the Hoſt of Heaven,” in the two 
Courts of the Houſe of the'Lorp;F 
and although his Son Amon did alſo that 
which was Evil in the Sight of the 
Loxp, as his Father Menaſſeb did; 4 
yet even then was not the Book of the 
Law of Moſes loſt, for in the Reign of 


Jaliab, 


“ Chron. vv. 22. + 2 Kin. xxl. 1, Ke. 
＋ Kin. xxl, 19. 8 * 
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Tofiab, the Son of Amon, in the eigh- 
teenth Year of his Reign, when he had 
purged the Land and the Houſe, of the 
falſe Gods; he:fent Shaphan the Scribe, 
and Maaſeiab the Governor of the City, 
and Joab the Recorder, to repair the: 
Houſe of the Lord. And Hilkiah the 
High Prieft, found a-Book of the Law of 
the LoRD, given by: Moſes, in the Houſe: 
of the LoxD. And Hilhub delivered 
the Book to Shaphan, and Shaphan car- 
ried the Book to the King. And the 
King ſent and gathered together all the- 
Elders of Judah and Feruſalem.. And: 
the King went up into the Houſe of the 
LokD, and all the Men of Judah, and 
the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and the: 
Prieſts and the Levites, and all the Peo- 
ple great and ſmall; and! be read in 
their Ears all the Wards of the Boo off 
the Covenant, that was found: in the: 
Houſe of the Logd.* And it is fur- 
ther obſerved, that all his Days; tber 
departed not front following b. God: 9 be: 
their Fathers. 


= 


* 2 Chron, xxxiv. 1-33; 
Gs, - 
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> ow, from the End of the Reign of 
Fohah,. to the Babyloniſh C l p 
when Fechonzab * was carried? = 
Priſoner to Babylon, was but about 
twelve: Years, and from thence to the 
End of the Captivity, was ſeventy more, 
when Cyrus King of Perfia, in the firſt 
Vear of his Reign, after he had ſubdued 
all Pena, being ſtirred up by the Lok, 
made Proclamation throughout his 
Kingdom, and put it alſo in writing, 
faying, Thus faith Crus King of Perſia, 
the Loxp Gop of Heaven hath given 
me all the Kingdoms of the Earth, and 
he ' hath charged me to build him ar 


Houſe at Jeruſalem, Who is there a- 


mong you of all his People? His Gop 


be with him, and let him go up to 


Feruſalem, which is in Judah, and 
Fuild the Houſe of the LORD Gop of 
1/rael, which is in Jeruſalem. And 
when the ſeventh Month was come, and 
the Children of [acl were in the Cities, 
then ſtood up Jeſbua, the Son of 2 
dak, and bis Brethren the. Priefts, and 
Zerubbabel, the Son of Salathiel, and 

his 


® See Rzek. i. 2, Jer, xxix. 10. 
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his Brethren, and builded the Altar of 
the'Loky Gop of Iſrael, to offer Burnt 
Offerings thereon; as written in th? 
Law of, Moſes! the Mak "of 'Gonp.* 
Whience it 5s manifeſt; that the Jews 
then had a Copy of this Law in their 
Poſſeſſion, which they brought witlt 
them back from Babylbn to Jeeben. 

Bur as the Order iſſued by Cyrus for 
the rebuilding of Feraſalem, was not 
compulfary, but was on _ Permiſſion 
for fuch to return to Jadæn, as were of 
themfelves- inclined; it maſt be ſuppo⸗ 
fed, that many out of Age and Infirmi- 
ty, many out of db or Poverty, 
and many from other Attatchments, 
would ftay behind, at leaſt until they 
were informed how the Work had fuc- 
re pn and that there were Convenien- 
cies prepared for their Reception; ſo 
we find accordingly, that Numbers of 
them ſtaid behind in Pera; and, as 
Adverſity is the Mother of Devotion, 
theſe were fo attached to the Obſer- 
vance of the Laws of Moſes, that even 
during their Captivity, and under the 
Hands 


* Ezra. i. 1. Il, I, &c. 
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of their Enemies, they were, ,zealouſly 
ſtrict and rigorous in their Obedience to 
thoſe Laws, which when in their own 
Country, and in Proſperity; they had 
ſo often neglected and trampled under 
Foot; and accordingly we find, in the 
Reign. of Abaſuerus or Xerxes, who 
came to the Throne of Perſia about 
forty five Vears after the Order iſſued 
by Cyrus, that Haman made Uſe of this 


Attachment of the Feus to their own 


Laws, as an Accuſation againſt them to 
the King, ſaying,” that Bere is à cer- 


tain People ſcattered abroad, and diſper- 


fed among the People in all the Provinces 
of thy Kingdom, and their Laws are di- 
verſe from all People, neither keep they 


| the King's Laus.“ Whence it is mani- 


feſt, that the remaining Jeus who ſtaid 


behind in Pera, muſt alſo have kept 


ſome Copies of the Laws of Moſes, 
whereby to regulate their Conduct, af- 
ter the Departure of Zerubbabel, 
Bur as this Complaint had no Effect, 
being quaſhed by the prudent and re- 
ſolute Conduct of Queen Eber; ſo 
neither 
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neither had an other that was made, 


probablymuch about the ſame. Time, by 
the Samaritam againſt the Jeus, who 


2 eng reg N in rebuilding Feruſalem: 


ent in the Beginning of the 


. Re gn * Abaſuerus; an Accuiation: a- 
gainſt the Inhabitants of Judab and Fe- 
ruſalem e which Complaint not having 


met with Succeſs, they applied again in 


the Reign ef his. Succeſſor. Artaxerxes 


Longimanus, and obtained an Order, to 
cauſe the Men to ceaſe, and. that the 
City be not. builded. So it ceaſed unto 
the ſecond. Year. of the Reign of Darius 
Nothus,, King of  Perfa:+ At. which 
Time Application having been made to 
Darius, and the Decree made by Cyrus 
being laid before him, the Elders of 
the Jews were permitted to proceed in 
their Work, and the Houſe was finiſh- 
ed in the ſixth. Year of Darius the 
King; and the Children of 1rael, and 
the Prieſts and the Levites kept the De- 
dication of this Houſe of Gop with Joy; 
and they ſet the Prieſts in their Diviſi- 
ons, and the Levites in their Courſes, 


for 


0 Ezra. iv, 6. F Ezra, iv. 724. 
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for the Service of Gop, which is at 
Jeruſalem, according to the Writing of 
the Boot of Moſes. E Whence 15 10 
manifeſt, that the 'Fewws at Jeruſalem 
had then he Writing of the Bock of 
Moſes in their Poſſeflion! 

Asp, about twenty Years after this, 
in the ſeventh Yeat of the Reign of 
Artaxerxes Memo King of Perf, 
Ezra, who was 4 'rinly's Scribe in the 
Law of Moſes, which the Lord Gop of 
Iſrael had given, obtained a Decree 
from the King, that all they of the 
People of Tra), and of his Priefts and 


Levites, in the Realm, which were 


minded of their own free Will, to go 
up to Feruſalem, might go along with 
bim. And, ſays the Decree, ' for as 
much as thou art ſent of the King, and 
of his ſeven” Counſellors, to enquire 
concerning Judah and Jeruſalem, ac- 
cording to the Law of thy Gob which 15 
in thine Hand, &c.* Hence it is mant- 
feſt, that there were at this Time two 
Copies of the Law of Moyes, at leaſt, 
actually in Being, one at Babylon, in 0 
c 


4 Ezra. v. 1, &c. vi. 18, * Ezra. vii. 1 
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the Hands of Ezra; and another at 
Jeruſalem, in the Keeping of Zerubba- 
bel and his Companions 

In about twelve Tears aſter which 
Migration by Exta, Nehemiah, whos 
was Cup-BearerF to Artaxerxes, was in 
the twentieth Vear of his Reign made 
Tirſhatha, F or Governor of Jeruſalem, 
and being come to Jeruſalem, he, with 
Ezra the Scribe, had the Book of the: 
Law of Moſes publickly read and ex- 
pounded unto the People. And on the- 
twenty fourth Day of the Month, when: 
the Reading of the whole Book of the 
Law had been finiſhed, the Children 
of Hrael were aſſembled with. Faſting, 
and the Levites preached unto them; 
and what is: remarkable is this, that _ | 
the Sermon, which is recorded, as be- 
ing made upon this Occafion, there are 
References to the Book of Genes; for 


it mentions the Creation of the World: 


by GoD;, the Vocation of Abraham 
from Ur of the Chaldees; and the Co- 
venant that was made with him to give 

| him 


+ Nehem. i. 11. it, 1. 4 Nehem. viii. g. 
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him the Land of the Canaanites, &c.* 
Whence it is manifeſt, that at that 
Time, the Book of Geneſis was confi- 
dered as a. Part of the Book of the Law 
of Moſes. So, that I think it very rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe; that the Book, 
which at that Time went under the 
Denomination of the Book. of the Law 
of Moſes, or the Book of the Law of 
Gop, comprehended not only the 
Law, but all the Books of Moſes, as 
well as the Book of Joſbua, the Tranſ- 
actions in which, Joſbua himſelf declares 
he had written in the Book of the Law 
of Gop. 1 | 
Bur, as to the reſt of the Books of 
the old Teſtament, which are now 
comprehended in the- Canon. of the 
Fewiſh Scriptures, I think the Prababi- 
lty is, that, although they might have 
been-in Eſteem, they were not gather- 
ed together, and eſtablifhed as a. Canon, 
until about this Time of the Reſtaura- 
tion of the Jewiſh Church under the 
Conduct of Ezra and Nehemiah, for as 
to the Book of Judges, as that is a con- 
tinued 
Nehem. ix. 6, 7, 8. I Joſh, xxiv. 25. 
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tinued Hiſtory of the Judges of Mae 
from the Death of Zoſbua'to the Death 
of Sampſon; therefore, it muſt have 
been compoſed: ſome” Time /after that 
Event; and yet, before the eighth Year 
of King David, when he conquered 
Feruſalem; & becaufe the Author of 
the Book of Judges ſays, that, the Je- 
buſites dwell in jeruſalem to this Day. 
And therefore; the Probability is, that 
it was compoſed by Samuel. 

TuR Book of Rach is an Hiſtory of 
ſome Franſactions relating to the Fa- 
mily of David, which was written after 
the Birth of David, becauſe it is there- 
in mentioned. 1 But as it does not 
proceed to mention any Thing of Da- 
vids perſanal Hiſtory; . therefore the 
Preſumption is, that it was written. not 
long after his Birth; and probably by 
Samuel on his being ſent to anoint Da- 
vid; while David was yet a Stripling, 
and before he had: done any N that 
was remarkable. 8 | 

Tur 


22 Sam. v. 8. 1 Chron. xi. 6. + Judg. i. 21, 
4. Ruth. iv. 7,,22. F. 1 Sam. xvi. 9 
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Tu Books of Samuel are of mort 
uncertain Authority, the firſt Book of 
which was, however, probably written 
by Samuel, becauſe he mentions himſelf 


as being a Writer of Books, which he 


may have compofed fo far, as until it 


comes towards the Time of his Death; 


and after that; it may Havt been con. 
tinued by his Diſciples, the Pr at 
Nwmoth in Ramab : + as the Books" of 


Moſes were by Foſhua.' - 


Tat Books of Kings and Chronieles 
are undoub Collections made out 
of other Authors, N by not original 
Hiſtories, but may, to gratify: 
Bollingbroke, be called Esefracs of Ge⸗ 
nealogies' not Genealogies'; Extras 0 of 
Hiſtories not - Hiſtories: . They bri 
down the Hiſtory of the Kings of 
dab and Iſrael, to the Time of the Ba. 
byloniſh Captivity; and therefore, could 
not have been written until after that 
Event. And, as theſe Books of King 
and Chronicles refer to each other, and 


quote one another, it is more than pro- 
ag bable, 


* x Sam. X. 29. #1 Sam. xix. 18, Ig, 20% 
t P. 79. 
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bable, that they were either written by 
Ezra or Nehemiah, + or ſome Scribes 
under their Directions; at one and the 
ſame Time. Who, I alſo ſuppoſe, to 
have been the Collectors of all thoſe 
Propheſtes which paſs under the Names 
of the ſeveral Prophets whoſe Names 
they beat, from Iſaiab to Malachi; and 
which were all written a little before, 
or during the Time of the Captivity. 

THe Book of Pſalms is a Collection 
of ſuch: Pſalms of Moſes, David, Aſaph; 
and others, as were in Repute among 
the Jeu before and at the Time of the 
Babyloniſh Captivity, which were allo; 
as well as the Books of 7b, Proverbs, 
Ecclefiaftes, and Canticles, gathered to- 
gether by Ezra and Nehemiah, and in- 
ſerted into the Canon of the Fewer 
Scriptures ek 940010 
NMebemiab was the laſt Tirſbatha, or 
Governour, that was expreſly ſent by 
the Kings of Perſia to preſide in Feru- 
ſalem; for after his Death, Judaa, be- 
ing added to the Prefecture of Syria, 
was ſubjected to the Rulers of that Pro- 


vince; 


+ See 2 Mac. ii. 13, Id. ibid. 1 
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vince ; and under them, the Admini- 2 
ſtration of all public Affairs, both civil if 
and eccleſiaſtical, was committed to the ref 
High-Prieſt; which made that Office was 
much more coveted than it uſed to: be, Pri 
and ſometimes tempted thoſe to invade por 
it, who were by no Means qualified for alſc 
that Employment: From which Pe: W Pec 
riod of Time we may date the Com- i the 
mencement of the Corruption of the W que 
Fewiſh'Religion. For the High-Prieſt ch 
being now engaged, as a temporal Ma- W me 
giſtrate, in the Conduct of the Affain reli 
of Government, the Thoughts about duc 
wy Religion gave. Way to thoſe: of Poli- crif 
bu | ticks; by which Means many groundleſs a, 
194 Traditions were ſuffered: to take Root, 4 
until like Weeds in a Garden that. s to t 
neglected, they encreaſed and gained W pire 
Ground to that Degree; before the is n 


Time of our Saviour's coming into the W phe 
World, as o render the Ward of Gow: Ter 
none Effect. hoh 


However, when Alexander the 1 
Great had defeated Darius Codomannusat E abo 
the Battle of Iſus, and after the Deſtruc- Epi 

tion 
+ Mat, xv. 6; | 
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: tion of Tyre, was marching towards 


feruſalem, with an Intent to puniſh the 

iſobedience of the Jeut, who had 
refuſed to fubmit to him while Darius 
was alive, Faddus or Faddua, the High- 
Prieſt, havin JH CA himfelf in his 
pontifical it, .and with the Prieſts 
alſo in their proper Habits, and the 
People in white Garments, went out of 
the City to meet the approaching Con- 
queror. Which had ſuch an Effect on 
2 angry Monarch, that his Reſent- 
ment was immediately turned into a 
religious Veneration, and being con- 
ducted into Jeruſalem, he offered Sa- 
crifices to Gop in the Temple; where 
. having conducted him, "themed 

the 3 of Daniel, relating 
to the Overthrow of the Perfian Em- 
pire by a Grecian King. Whence it 
i manifeſt, that at that Thac the Pro- 
phecies of Daniel were ꝓreſerved in the 

'emple, as a Part of the Canon of the 
holy Scriptures. 

1 in Proceſs of Time, that i is. im 
about 161 Years after this, Antiachus 
Epipbanes having, * the Sake of che 
Riches 


* * » . 
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Riches that were in the Temple of Je- 
ruſalem, broke his Faith with the Fews, 
and ſpoiled the Temple, he command: 
ed the 7ews to forſake the Law, upon 
Pain of Death; and cauſed the facrec 
38045 to be 5 or burnt; or other: 


wiſe prophaned, wherever they were 


found. f 
Norwrrnsrantine all which, 4 
is manifeſt,” that the Books of the 
was not even [loſt at that Time, bu 
was preſerved by the Care and Firm- 
neſs of the Family of the Maccabees, 
who aſſembled the Children of 1frae! 
together at Mapſa over againſt Feruſa 
225 for in Napſa was nh Pf > where 
they- prayed aforetime in Mruel. Then 
they faſted that Day, and put on Sack- 
cloth, and caſt Aſhes upon their Heads, 
and rent their Cloaths; and laid 


tbe Boots of the Lam, For he which, 


the Heathen had made diligent Search 
chat they might x3 Bw the Like: 
neſs of their Idols.“ far es 
Ne 10 5 5 
43555 bot . aiv wart aA 
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Ap, ohen ue Miccabens had, 
after the Defeat of the Army of Lyſus, 
recovered the City and Temple of 7e. 
raſalem'; he appointed a Day for ſo- 
lemnizing anewi the Dedication of the? 
Templerafter the great Prophanations 


that had been committed in it; and 


gat bered together all | thoſe Things that 


were ot by Reaſon of "the War with 
they luder And this is che itrue Foots 
ing, upon which .'the 'Canaenn:iof the 
Scriptures of the vd Teſtament ſtands 
x pceſent..ĩ 7ĩði EE Wil 
Ir is an Obſervation of Lord Bol. 
lingbroke's)” that c the Authority o 
chick we receive the Boo of thie 
« new:Beſtament; is ſo far from being 
founded on che Authority of the old 
«Teſtament, that: it 180 qu e indepe 1 
« roiry-tone frome bog And Fives this 
Authority ta the erz ular Parts 
« ouly?” N. *Phavis) T fuppoſe; 70 hes 
particular Parts which are therein quo- 
ted anll referred · tai is being of A, 
. Inſpira- 


4 


(4 


+ Mac, ii. 14. { P. 52, 73. 


* 


168 A VINDICATION, Sr. 

Inſpiration. In Submiſſion to Which 
Aſſertion, I have, to avoid Diſputes, 
proved the Authenticity of the Scrip- 
tures of the new Teſtament indepen- 
dently of the old Teſtament.; and now, 


I think, 11 12 Claim -to the 


Conceſſion in the latter Part of 
this Quotation; that the new being 
proved, gives Authority to the old; but 
to the particular Parts only.—Be it ſo. 
I Must, however, before I proceed, 
enter my Proteſt with a ſalvo Fare, to 
that Part of this Propoſition which 
may be:conteſted, and that is, that the 
Authenticity of the new Teſtament is 
quite independent on the old, and bor- 
rows no Authority from it: Becauſe; I 


look upon the old and new Teſtament 


to be like the two Sides of an Arch, 
which mutually aid and | one 
another. IL allow that the fir publiſnh- 
ing of the Words of | a Prophecy, 
where, as Lord Bollingbroke obſerves, 
the Narration is before the Fact, * is, in- 
deed, no Proof of divine Inſpiration, 


although the fulfilling: of it is; howe-: 
= 


—— 


* P. 38. 
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ver, when any Prophecy is once ful- 
filled, the Publication and the Comple- 
tion, mutually enlightef# and vindicate 
the divine Authority of each other. 
But, as I have already given up this 
Piece of Advance-Ground, I will not 
now reſume it ; but ſhall be content to 
take whatever his Lordſhip is pleaſed to 
allow. Quod das accipio. I ſhall there- 
fore content myſelf at preſent with 
this Conceſſion, that the Authenticity 
of the new Teſtament once proved, 
gives Authority to thoſe Particulars in 
the old which are therein quoted, as 
being of divine Inſpiration. And if fo, 
then the Proof which I have already 
made of the divine Authority of the 
new Teſtament; will ſufficiently prove 
the divine Authority of the old; be- 
cauſe, the whole Canon of the Fewrfh 
Scriptures, as then eſtabliſhed in the 
Jewiſh Church when Feſus Chriſt was 
upon. Earth, is therein appealed to, 
both in general and in particular. The 
Books of Moſes, the Law, the Prophets, 
and the Pſalms, are appealed to by 

3 Name. 
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we Name. + And, indeed, if the Law or 
1 the Books of Moſes alone, had been 
UE mentioned, it would have been: ſuffi- f 
cient to have proved the divine Autho- 6 
rity of the Jewiiſbh Religion, as the reſt 0 
-of the Canon may, if his Lordſhip 888 
pleaſes, be only conſidered as ſo many * 
Commentaries towards the Explanation, * 


"4 
— — — —— — — 
— — oy * rr 


W 
or as Exhortations to the Performance = 
{ of it. | ? f 


Bur his Lordſhip makes a Diſtinc-¶ O0 
tion between the Degrees of Credibility I .. - 
that are to be. given to the Law and the 


— 
— 
. - — — 5 "= 
- — — — wwe - © —_. — ——— LE IS — — — 
* 


! Hiſtory in the Books of Moſes, and * 

al ſays, that © it would not be hard to that 
1 * ſhew, upon great Inducements of wha 
Probability, that the Law and the Ive 
© | * Hiſtory was far from being blended I _, : 


v8 te together as they now ſtand in the 
WE © Pentateuch, even from the Time of hag 
. « Moſes down to that of Eſdras or 
1 « Ezra. * But, with humble Sub- 
1 miſſion to his Lordſhip's great Learn- 
1 ing, I think it would be hard to ſhew 
4 it, if his Lordſhip means in any = the 4 
r 


+ Lu. xvi. 29, xx. 42. xx. 44. Joh. i. 45. 
Mar, xii. 20. $ . 77. 
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rial Points, and does not mean' that 
there have been only ſome Diſlocations 
of Paſſages, and ſome Parts that have 
been miſlaid and loſt, which are of no 
great Moment to the whole; which 
muſt be acknowledged to have hap- 
pened to this very ancient Performance, 
without impeaching the Veracity of 
what is left. 

Fo let us, ſee the Force of this 
Objection, when applied to ſome an- 
uy N cient prophane Author: As for Ex- 
the ample, to Homer. The firſt Accounts 
and that we have of whoſe Works, are; 

that they were collected by Lycurgus 

of when he failed into Aſia, at leaſt fifty 
Years after the Death of Homer ; 
where he met with the ſcattered Frag- 
ments thereof, which. before that Time 
had only been traditionally handed 
about in detatched Pieces, until Lycur- 
gs publiſhed them entire. Whereas, 

the Works of Moſes were collected and 
publiſhed by himſelf, and depoſited in 


What. excited Lycurgus,. the Lacedemo- 
s man 


the Ark, for their better Preſervation. . 
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nian Legiſlator, to take ſo much Pains 
in the collecting of theſe Works, was 
not only the Beauty of the Poetry, but 
the political, as well as religious Senti- 
ments he found interſperſed therein, 
which, by laying before the Grecians 
the evil Effects of Diſcord in Society, 
might ſerve to unite the Minds of that 
fickle People, and endear them to that 
Form of Government he was going to 
eſtabliſh. And if this was a rational 
Foundation for the Preſervation of the 
Works of Homer, how much more 
Reaſon was there for the eus to take 
Care of the Works of Moſes? who had 
already received them as the municipal 
Law of their Nation, for the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of their civil Property, as well 
as the Regulation of their religious 
Obſervances. 

HoweEveR, after theſe detached Pie- 
ces of Homer were brought into Greece, 
they remained in that ſame unconnected 
Manner, under ſeveral Titles, ſuch as 
the Battle of the Ships, the Death of 
Dolon, the Grotto of Calypſo, &c. until 


they were reduced into ſome Order by 
Pifitratus 
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Pifiſtratus at Athens, or according to 
Plato, by Hipparchus the Son of Pi, 
tratus, wh firſt divided them into the 
two different Poems of the Liad and 
the Odyſſey. 

AFTERWARDS, Alexander the Great, 
who was a ſuperſtitious Admirer of 
Homer, employed Ariſtotle to correct 
the Trad from all the Errors and Inter- 

lations: which had crept into it; in 
the Reviſal of which, he himſelf, to- 
gether with {naxarchus and Callifthe- 
nes, is ſaid to have aſſiſted. Which 
Edition being finiſhed, he laid up the 
Work in a rich Caſket, whence it has 
fince been called the Edition of the 
Caſtet. 

Wuricn Edition, however, not ſa- 
tisfying the curious, Zenodotus of Ephe- 


ſus, Library Keeper to the firſt Ptolemy, 


undertook another Correction of Hamer, 
which not ſatisfying Ar;farchus, (who 
was Preceptor to Ptolomy Evergetes, Son 
to the former Ptolemy) he ſet about 
another Edition, which he executed 
with great Learning and Judgement, 
and 1s probably that Edition, which, 

H 3 with 
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with ſome various Readings, is now in 
the Hands of the learned. 

LEr us therefore ſuppoſe, that not- 
withſtanding all this Care, it could be 
ſhewed there were ſtill ſome Diſlocati- 
ons in the preſent Copy, or ſome Paſ- 
ſages that were diſunited, and ſome 
Lines loſt, and were not to be retrieved; 
we ſhould certainly be obliged to the 
'Critick for his Pains ; but would this 
prove that what remained was not the 
Work of Homer? I apprehend not. 
But rather, that the uninterrupted At- 
tempts of Criticks to rectify the Text, 
would prove the direct contrary ; and 
would ſhew that what remains belongs 
truly to the ſuppoſed Author. 

I wave, in my Treatiſe on the Pen- 
tateuch, entitled, The Chronology of the 
Hebrew Bible vindicated, &c. ſhewed, 
that there are ſeveral Paſſages in the 
Works of Moſes, that are diſlocated, 
and others that are loſt; and yet there 

are ſufficient Materials remaining to 

ſhew, as well from the internal Marks, 

as the external Proofs, that what is left 
was the Work of Moſes ; although, the 
Titles 
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Titles of the Books, any more than 
thoſe of the Jiad and Odyſſey, are not 
now the ſame that they were originally. 
For I will allow, that the Books of 
the Pentateuch might not have been 
diſtinguiſhed by the ſame Names when 
they were originally written, that they 
are now, no more- than they are at 
preſent known by the ſame Names 
among the Fews, and among the Chrif- 
tians, The Book of Deutronomy, was 
originally called by Moſes, in all hu- 
man Probability, the Book of the Wars 
of the Lord;* it is called by the Chrif- 
tians, Deutronomy, or the ſecond Law, 
becauſe it contains a Recapitulation of 
the ſeveral Laws which Moſes had be- 
fore given the Iſraelites, and it is 
known among the Jeus by the Title 
of Elle Hadebarim, becauſe thoſe are 
the Words with which it begins at pre- 
ſent. And therefore, although the 
hiſtorical and juridical Parts of the 
Books of Moſes, are not now blended © 
in the fame exact and preciſe 
Order in which they were originally. 

N . 0 H 4 written, 
® Sec Numb, xxi. 14. " 
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written, this does not prove that the 
hiſtorical Parts are not to be eſteemed 
the Work of Moſes, as well as the juri- 
dical. Becauſe, by the Expreflion of 
the Law, the Jeus generally under- 
ſtood the five Books of Moſes, compre- 
hending the hiſtorical and prophetical, 
as well as the juridical Parts of that 
Performance ; and, that it was under- 
ſtood in that Senſe by our Saviour and 
the Evangeliſts, is manifeſt, from the 
Appeals made thereto by them : As 
for Example; when our Saviour ſays, 
the Law propbecied until John. Which | 
Prophecies referred to the hiſtorical as fl 
well as legal Parts of the Books of G 
Moſes, And our Saviour expreſily ap- of 
pealed to the Hiſtory of the fiery Buſh fe 
Which appeared to Moſes on Mount Si- fa 
nai, when he ſaid, have ye not read in m 


SS AFAAeAgqQne”USDOoNMRGEmK . o 


the Book of Moſes how in the Buſh Gop to 
ſpake unto him, &c.* } cc 
Tux Authority, therefore, of the Pi 
hiſtorical Parts of the Books of Moſes is ct 
confirmed by the ſame Proofs, and is th 

+ Mat. xi. 15. Lu. xvi. 26. Joh. i. 45. v. 46. to 
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to be regarded with the ſame Venera- 
tion, as. the juridical Parts. And, in- 
deed, it is wonderful to think of the 
many and various Kinds of Atteſtations 
that remain to this Day of the Truth of 
the hiſtorical Parts of thoſe Books, 


conſidering the early Age of the World 


in which they were written. And, in- 


deed, if we were only to conſider the 


concurrent Teſtimony of prophane Hiſ- 
torians, the Atteſtation they give there- 
to is wonderful; the firſt of which, that 
I ſhall quote, is Beroſus. Now Beroſus 


was a Chaldæan, or Babyloniſb Prieſt, who 


flouriſhed in the Time of Alexander the 
Great, about the 48 1ſt Year of the Ara 


of Nabonaſſur. I have mentioned be- 


fore, that his Character in Greece was ſo 


famous, for his Knowledge in Aſtrono- 
my, that the Athenians: erected a Statue 
to him, with a golden Tongue, on Ac- 
count of the Juſtneſs of his aſtrological. 
Predictions. This Beroſus wrote. a 


chranological Hiſtory of Chaldea, and 


the adjacent Countries, from the Flood: 


of Noah, whom he mentions by Name, 
to = Conqueſt of Babylon by Cyrus, 


H 5 in. 
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in which he treated on the Affairs of 
Egypt, and ſynchroniſed them with the 
Affairs of Aria; which makes his 
Work more uſeful than any other of 
the prophane Authors who have writ- 
ten upon this Subject; as we are there- 
by enabled to rectify that exceſſive 
Number of Years, which the Egyptian 
Prieſts have aſſigned to the Duration of 
that Monarchy, and the Reign of theit 
Gods. And, indeed, the Agreement 
between Moſes and Bereſus, in their 
chronological Accounts, as well as their 
Hiſtory, is very remarkable. For Be- 
roſus makes the Deſtruction of the 
Egyptian Hoſt under Pharaoh in the red 
Sea, to have happened in the eighth 
Year of Aſcatades King of Aria, 
Which, according to his Computation, 
was in the 794th Year after the Flood 
of Noah; whereas, Moſes makes the 
fame Event to have happened in the 
798th Year of the Deluge.“ Any * 
0 ed, 


1 See The Hebrew Chronology vindicated, writ- 
ten by the Biſhop of Clagber, in which this Qaf- 
.culation between Maſes and Bereſus is fairly nd 
faithfully carried on and computed, 
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deed, I cannot but think it ſomething 
very extraordinary, to find the Chro- 
nology of the Hebrew Bible, and the 
heathen Chronology of Beroſus, agree 
ſo nearly with Regard to the preciſe 
Time of this Event. Conſidering that. 
the Time of the Reigns of the Kings 
of Babylon, from which this Calculation 
is computed, is ſet down by Beroſus, 
and the Lives of the Patriarchs by 
Myſes, according to the round Number 
of Years, without mentioning the odd 
Months of each Reign, or Life; 
which, in the Space of near 800 Years, 


5 very well be allowed to make a 


Difference of four Years, between the 
Calculation of Beroſus, and the Moſai- 
cal Computation. I likewiſe. cannot 
but obſerve, that the Acknowledge- 
ment of this Fact by an heathen Wri- 
ter, who ſays, that he compiled. his: 
Book , out of the ancient Records of 


Chaldza, although he attributes. the 
_ drowning of the Egyptians to the Power 


of Art-Magick, is very extfaordinary, 

and adds no ſmall Weight to the Teſti 

mony of Moſes, * 
Bur; 
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HBr, here I think, I ought to in- 
form your Lordſhip, that the original 
Work which was written by Beroſus in 
Greek, is now loſt. And- that that 
which goes at preſent under his Name, 
is only an imperfect Abſtract written in 
Latin, which was publiſhed towards 
the latter End of the fifteenth Century, 
by Annius, or the Monk of Viterbo, as 
Lord Bollingbroke ſtyles him, æ whoſe 
Character for Fidelity not being the 
beſt, has given Occaſion to ſome Cri- 
ticks to object againſt the Authenticity 
of this Tranſlation. Becauſe, as they 
have juſtly obſerved, there are ſeveral 
Quotations out of . Beroſus, mentioned 
both in TFoſephus, Pliny, St. Jerome, 
and Athaneus, which are not to be 
found in this Treatiſe of Beroſus that 
was publiſhed by Aunius. Jaſepbus, 
for Example, ſpeaking of Beroſus, ſays, 
that, he was a Chaldæan by Birth, 
« well known to the learned by the 
« Publication of his Chaldæan Books of 
« Aſtronomy, and Philoſophy among 
the Greeks, This Berofts, ſays he, 
| therein 
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« therein following the moſt ancient 
« Records of that Nation, gives us an 
« Hiſtory. of the Deluge of Waters 
e that then happened, and of the De- 
« ſtruction. of Mankind thereby; and 
« agrees with Moſes in the Narration 
« thereof. He alſo gives us an Ac- 
*« count of that Ark, wherein Noah, 
« the Origin of our Race, was pre- 
« ſerved, when it was brought to the 
« higheſt Part of the Armenian Moun- 
« tains. After which, he gives a Ca- 
« talogue of the Poſterity of Noah, and 
« adds the Years of their Chronology, 
« and at length comes down to NAB. 
« polafſar, Who was King of Babylon 
« and the Chaldaans. And St. Je- 
rome and Atbenæus, as well as Joſe- 
pbus, quote Paſſages out of  Beroſus, as 
low down as the Reign of - Cyrus the 
Great: Whereas, our - Beroſus.-1s: con- 
tinued down no lower than the Reign 
of Acherres in Egypt, and of Aſcadates 
in Aria, who were cotemporary with 
the Exodus of the 1/raehites out of 
Egypt. Pliny alſo, as hath been before 
remarked, 


* Joſeph. Cont. Ap. L. I, 8. 19 
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remarked, quotes Beroſus for ſaying, 
that the Babyloni aus had celeſtial Obſer- 
vations for four hundred and eighty 
Years backwards from his Time. And 
Foſephus* has two long Quotations out 
of Beroſus, giving an Account of the 
Improvements made in Babylon by Ne- 
bucadnezzar, and ſays beſides, that 
«© Beroſus complains of the Gracia) 
«. Writers, for ſuppoſing, without any 
« Foundation, that Babylon was built 
« by Semiramis, Queen of Aria; 
ec and for aſſerting that thoſe wonder- 
ce ful Edifices thereto belonging; were 
< her Workmanſhip” + * Whereas, 
there are no ſuch Paſſages in our pre- 
ſent Copy of Beroſus. But, on the 


contrary, in the Fragment of Beroſus, 


which is come down to our Hands, 
there is mention made of Semiramis; 
and the Author ſays, ſhs greatly en- 
larged Babylon, inſomuch, that ſhe all 
moſt made a new City of it.. But, that 
Quotation mentioned by” Foſephus, is b 


no Means difficult to be reconciled wit 


6 . 
COS 
% . 


. * jof. Ant. L. 1. C. 17, Cont. Ap, L. 1. 8, 2. 
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this Paſſage ; for that Quotation muſt 
have been towards the latter End of 
Beroſus, after he had been ſpeaking of 
the immenſe Improvements and Addi- 
tions made m Babylon by Nebuead- 
neggar; which, indeed, it would be 
wrong to attribute to Semiramis. But, 


as Mr. Whifton * very judiciouſly re- 


marks, the great Improvements which 
Nebucadnezzar made in the Buildings 
at Babylon, do no way contradict thoſe 
ancient and authentick Teſtimonies, 
which aſcribe its firſt Building to Nim- 
rod, and its firſt Rebuilding to Semira- 
mis, Theſe Paſſages, therefore, quoted 
by "Foſephus; Pliny, &c. were probably 
in that Part of the Hiſtory of Beroſus, 
which is now loſt, wherein the Hiſtory 
of Moria was carried down from 4f= 
cadates to Cyrus. For, as far as this 
Fragment does go, it agrees * 
with the Account given of Beraſus b 
Joſephus, with Regard to the Flood, 
the- repeopling of the Earth by Noah 


and his Sons, together with a chrono- 


logical Account thereof. And where- 
. ot ®as 
® Whiſton's Joſ. in loc. 
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as Joſephus quotes Beroſus for (: ayin g. 
when ſpeaking of the Ark, that © it is 

« ſaid there is ſtill ſome Part of this 
« Ship in Armenia, at the Mountain of 
© the Cordyæans, and that ſome People 
<«/'carry off the Pieces of the Bitumen, 
« which they take away, and uſe 
« chiefly as Amulets, for the averting 
of Miſchiefs. * This Quotation is 
to be found, totidem Verbis, in our Au- 
thor. And, what is very remarkable 
is, that, as 7oſephus obſerves, Beroſus 
agrees. with Moſes in the Deſtruction of 
Mankind by the Flood ; ſo this Frag- 
ment agrees exactly with the Hebrew 
Chronology of the Bible, in the Time 
of the Departure of the 1/raelites out of 
Egypt, and the Deſtruction of Pharaoh 
and his Hoſt in/ the red Sea. 

AN, as I find that this Fragment i in 
the Liſt of Aſſyrian Kings, and the 
Time which. is therein aſſigned to the 
Duration of each particular Reign, 
agrees exactly with the Succeſſion of 


the Kings of Ane and the Length 
of 


5 Jol. * 1. 1. C. 3. 
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of their Reigns in the Chronicon of Eu- 
ſebius, I cannot, therefore, but look 
upon this Treatiſe, as far as it goes, to 
be a faithful Tranſlation of that Part of 
Beroſus, which might have been made 
by ſome private Perſon, for his own 
Uſe, before the Original was loſt ; 
which, at laſt, fell into the Hands of 
Annius of Viterbo, who has ſince pub- 
liſhed it.“ And, although I will not 
take upon me to vindicate the Integri 
of Annius, with Regard to all his Ac- 
tions, or every Thing that he has pub- 
liſhed ;. yet, ſince this Fragment of Be- 
roſus, as far as it goes, agrees perfectly 
with the Account given of the Works 
of Beroſus by Feſephus, and, as Armius 
was undoubtedly a learned and inquiſi- 
tive Perſon, and lived at the Concluſion 
of that Age of Ignorance-and Barbarity 
which had over-run the Face of the 
Chriſtian World in the fifteenth Centu- 
ry ; 
 ® Tt is affirmed by Didymus Rapaligerns Liui. 
anus, an Italian Author, that this Fragment of 


Beroſus was given to Annius at Genoa, by Father 
George of Armenia, a Dominican Friar. | 8 
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ry; + I cannot help thinking it more 
than probable, that he might have an 
Opportunity of meeting with ſome 
Books, which had been loſt to the 
World for ſome Generations. And, 
although the entire Works of Beroſus 
did not come to his Hands, yet, that 
either he, or Father George of Arme- 
nia, might in ſome private Study have 
met with this imperfect, but faithful 
Tranſlation of them. 

Bur, my Lord, I deſire you will 


take Notice, that 1 lay no more Streſs 


on this Evidence of Bereſus, or of any 
other Author I ſhall quote, than 
barely ſuch as the Nature of his Teſti- 
mony, when duly and critically conſi- 
dered, fairly requires; and that is, of 
an Heathen Author of Repute in his 
Time, and unbiaſſed in Favour of the 
Jewiſh % Religion. Under the ſame Li- 
mitations, I ſhall therefore proceed to 
produce the Teſtimony of Artapanus, 


with Regard to this particulaf Fact of 


the raelites having paſſed the red Sea 
with 


* He died on the 13th of November, 1502. 
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with Safety, under the Conduct of 
Moſes, at the ſame Time that Pharaoh 


and his Hoſt were drowned therein; 


Whoſe Words are to this Effect, as 
they are quoted by Euſebius,* for the 


Original is loſt ; that the People of 


« Memphis. reported, that Moſes being 
<« well ſkilled in the Situation of the 
« Coaſts, and the ebbing and Flowing 
« of the Tides, took that Opportunity 
« of carrying the Muelites over the 
« red Sea; but that the People of He- 
« /iopolts relate this Fact quite other- 
« wiſe, vig. That Moſes being divinely 
« inſpired, ſtruck the Sea with a Rod, 
« whereupon the Water gathering in a 
« Heap on either Side, he led his For- 
« ces dry through the Sea : But; that 
« when the Egyptians attempted to fol- 
low them, the Sea returning to its 
« former Courſe, entirely overwhelm- 
« ed them.” Whence, it appears, that 
Artapanus was diligent and inquiſitive 
enough not to be content with com- 
mon Reports, but that he had perſo- 
nally enquired about the Truth 'of this 
| Fact, 
* Euſeb. Prep. Ev. L. 9. C. 27. 
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Fact, and the Manner of it, from the 


Inhabitants of the Country where it 
happened. And, it is further to be re- 
marked, that the People of Heliopolis, 
who lived in the very Place where 


Moſes, according to the general Opinion 


of the learned, performed all his Won- 
ders; and whoſe Fellow-Citizens were 
themſelves the Sufferers by this Event, 
fhould be more likely to know the 
Truth of this Affair, than the In- 
habitants of Memphis, who lived on the 
other Side of the River Nile, and at a 
conſiderable Diſtance from the Seene 
of Action. 

AND, indeed, the Truth of this 
Piece of Hiſtory, as related by Moſes, 


1s wonderfully confirmed, by the 


Names which were given to ſeveral 


Parts of this Country, through which 


the Vraelites paſſed, in their Departure 


out of Egypt, which having borrowed 
their Denominations from this Tranſ- 
action, retain them to this very Day: 
As for Example; Moſes ſays, And it 
came to paſs, when Pharaoh had let the 


People go, that Gop led them not towards 


the 
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the. Land of Canaan, through the Way 
of the Land of the Philiſtines, although 
that was near; for Gop ſaid, leſt per- 
adventure the People repent when they ſee 
War, and they return to Egypt. And 
Gop led the People apouT, by the Way 
of the Wilderneſe of the red Sea, And 
they took their Fourney from Succoth, 


and encamped in Etham, in the Edge of 


the Wilderneſs. And the Lord ſpeak un- 
to Moſes, ſaying, ſpeak unto the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael, that they TURN and en- 
camp before Pihahiroth, between Migdol 
and the Sea, over againſt Baal-zephon : 
before it ſhall ye encamp by the Sea ; for 
Pharaoh ww ſay of the Children of I. 
rael, they are entangled in the Land, the 
Wilderneſs hath ſhut them in.“ Now, it 
is very remarkable, in going this round 
about Way from Egypt to Canaan, 
through the Wilderneſs of Etham, or 


the Wilderneſs of the red Sea, that 


there is on the right Hand of the Road, 
near Midway between Cairo and the 
red Sea, a long narrow Valley, be- 
tween two rugged Chains of Moun- 
tains, to get into which, the Traveller 


muſt _ 


#* Exod. xiii. 17, &c. 
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muſt furn out of the common Road, 
and which is to this Day called by the 
Arab Inhabitants of the Country, Tiab 
beni Iſrael, or the Road of the Children 
of Iſrael ; “ and when the Traveller 
comes into this Road, he finds himſelf 
pent in on either Hand by impaſſable 
Mountains, and fronted at the End of 
it by the red Sea; ſo that, in this Situ- 
ation, well might Pharaoh ſay, they are 
entangled in the Land, the Wilderneſs 
hath ſhut them in. And, what com- 
pleatly ſhews, that this was the Place 
from which the J1/raelrtes eſcaped, by 
paſſing the red Sea, is, that the Moun- 
tain, which borders on the Sea at the 
End of this Ridge of Mountains, is 
known to this Day by the Name of 
Fibbel At-takah, or the Mountain of De- 
{jverance ; and thoſe Springs of Water 
which run over againſt this Mountain, 
on the oppoſite Shore of the Sea, and 
near which Springs, if this Story be 
true, it is natural to think the 7/raelrtes 
muſt have landed, is known alſo to 
this Day, by the Name of the TA 

of 


* Shaw's Trav. P. 346. 
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of Moſes. And is it poſſible to account 
for all theſe Names being given to all 
theſe Places, in a Country, of which 
the Iſraelites were never the Maſters, if 
theſe Matters of Fact, as they are thus 
related,. had never happened ? 

Bur although no Heathen Authors, 
that I can find, except Beroſus and Ar- 
tapanus, mention the Deſtruction of 
Pharaoh and his Hoſt in the red Sea; 
yet ſeveral of them take Notice of the 
Departure of the Mraelites out of Egypt. 
For Fuſtin,* the Roman Hiſtorian, in 
particular, mentions from Trogus Pom- 


petus, that when the Eg yptians purſued 


the Iſraehtes, who were conducted by 
Moſes, they were forced by Tempeſts to 
return Home again. Which poſſibly 
may be true with Regard to the Rear 
of the Egyptian Army, who might 
have eſcaped; and who to be ſure faw 
with Horror, the tempeſtuous Over- 
flowings of the Sea, upon Pharaoh and 
his Hoſt. And Tacitus, who is Lord 
Bollingbroke's favourite Author, in the 
hith Book of his Hiſtory, where he is 

writing 

®-Jutt. L. 36. G. 1. + P. 14% 
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writing expreſsly concerning the Origin 
of the Jeus, ſays, ſome Authors ſay, 
that in the Reign of Vis, a Multi- 


Cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


rc 


tude of Jews left Egypt, and were 
conducted into a neighbouring Coun- 


try, under the Command of Hiero- 


ce folymus and Fudæus.— But, ſays he, 


#n one Account Numbers of Writers con- 


cur, That when Egypt was over-run || 


with a peſtilential Diſeaſe, contami- | 


nating living Bodies, and very foul 
to behold, Boccharis, the King, ap- 
plying for a Remedy to the Oracle 
of Jupiter Ammon, was ordered to 
purge his Kingdom, and to remove 
into another Country, that Genera- 
tion of Men, ſo deteſted by the Dei- 
ties. Hence, when they were all 
ſearched out, and brought together, 
and the Multitude were carried into 
the immenſe Deſarts, and there a- 


bandoned; whilſt all continued wait- | 
ing under Aſtoniſhment and Deſpair; | 


Moſes, one of thefe Exites,. exhort- | 


ed them to entertain no Hopes of | 
Relief from Gods or Men, fince both | 


by Gods and Men they had been for- 


60 ſaken; 


| this long Quotation, and give me leave 
I 
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« ſaken; but to truſt in himſelf,” as in 
« 4 Leader ſent from Heaven, and by 


* whoſe Aid they ſhould vanquith' their - 
c preſent Mifery and Distress. They 
„ afſented, and | utterly i 


ignorant of 
e whatever was to befall them, began 
* to journey on at Random. But no- 
«© thing aggrieved them ſo forely; as 
x" Want Pe Water. But when they 
« were lying ſcattered over the Plains, 
<« ready to periſh, a Herd of wild Af 
ſes, leaving their Paſture, climed up 

4 4 rocky Mountain, covered with a 
% thick Wood. | Moſes followed them 
<« up, forming a Conjecture from the 
« ſingular Verdure 25 the Herbage, 
« and there diſcovered ſome large 
« Springs. This proved their Solace 
«« ment and Relief, and travelling for 
« fix Days without Intermiſſion, on 
the ſeventh Day they gained a Set. 
« tlement, by exterminating the Inha- 
6 „ There they raiſed their Ci 
there founded and dedicated their 

emple.” * 

Herr then let v us reſt awhile, —_ 
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to.aſk your Lordſhip, whether it is poſ- 
üble for. the Jeus to expett.. from the. || 
Heathens a ſtronger Confirmation of the 
Truth of their Hiſtory? For is it not 
here allowed, that theirLeader's Name 
was Moſes? That he pretended to a di- r 
vine Commiſſion, .and. that when they. || 
were in Diſtreſs for Water, he by his 
Prudence (either natural or ſupernatu- 
ral) relieved them, and that they reſted 2 
on the ſeventh Day? Had theſe Au- 
thors ſpoke more Bw a of theſe 
Facts, they might have been ſuſpected 
for being Feu, or for having copied 7 
WT Moſes, as Lord Bollingbroke * expreſſeth 
un | it, and for borrowing their Hiſtory out N 
| | - © 


WT of the Bible; which would greatly have || 
1 | invalidated the Force of their Teſtimo-, | *© 


7TH | | 
| „ ny. But when an Author whoſe Tudg-. 
1 A ahm | * 
ith f ments, according to Lord Bollingbroke, | © 
{18 ſeldom deviate from Truth +, declares | © 
Hh this to be the concurrent Teftimony of | ©: 
| | | . . ce. [ 
1 Numbers of Writers, concerning Mat- | 
1 ters of Fact, which he was particularly, | ** ! 
11 neaged in the Enquiry after, i "Y 
TH engaged in quiry after, in my 
i f * P. 69. ' . 30. 4 put 


humble Opinion a ſtronger Evidence 


and Countries. Whatever we eſteem 


and defiled with the ſame leprous 
„ Tumours and Eruptions, to Which 


7 Day, becauſe then they ended their 
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cannot be deſired. 
 AnD now, my Lord, that Tam up- 


on this Subject, 1 hope you will indul tee 
2 


me in permitting me to go on with 
citus, who ſuys furtheß that Moſes 


« to enſure the Subjection of this Nati- 
« on to himſelf for ever, eſtabliſhed re- 
« ligious Ordinances a alesgether new, 
and oppoſite to thoſe of all other Men 


holy is with them prophane. — They 
« refrain from feeding on Swine, in 
„Memory of their former Calamity ; 
for that they had once been infected 


* that Animal is ſubject.— lt is faid, 
e that they chooſe to reſt every ſeventh 


« Labours. Afterwards, through the 
% Growth and Allurements of Lazi- 
te neſs, every ſeventh Year was devoted 
« to Sloth.” 3 0 10 
AnD pray, my. Lord, does not this 
put you 1 in Mind, — I mentioned 
2 v 450 Y a 
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to you in one of my former Letters, 
that the Inſtitution of the Jewiſb Sab- 
. bath, was appointed not ſo much to re- 
mind them of the Creation of the 
World, as of their Deliverance. from 
the Egyptian Bondage, and was therę- 
fore ordered to be obſerved on every 
ſeventh Day from that on which they 
firſt began their Departure out of E- 
Fypt. For, fays'Moſes, unto them, But 
ibe ſeventh Day is the Sabbath of the 
Lok D thy Gop ; in it Zhou fhalt do no 
 Work:— And remember, that thou waſt a 
Servant in the Land of Egypt, and that 
' the LoR DFH Gop brought thee out thence, 
- tbrough-a: gb Hand, and by a ftreteb- 
ed out Arm; therefore the LoRD' thy 
Gon commanded thee to keep the Sab- 
batb. Ev 
Bur, fays Tacitus, Theſe Gon. 
- * monies, in whatever Way introdu- 
4 ced, are by their Antiquity maintain- 
ed. They inſtituted Circumciſion, 
tc on Purpoſe to be diſtinguiſned by a 


5 RN Mack en chooſe to 


1 inter 


—— 


7 bible, v' 14, * 


Country 
the Hiſtory 
Times. 
* him, ſeems to- me to be fufficient to 


but one Deity, 


A VINDICATTON, Se. 197 


inter their Dead, rather than to burn 
them, according to the Uſage of the 


* Egyptians; with whom they concur 


in their Notions of an'infernal World; 
but far different is their Perſwaſion 
about Things celeſtial. The Eg yp- 
trans offer divine Worſhip to ſeveral. 
brute Animals, to Images and the 
Works of Art. The Fews know 
to be conceived and 
adored by the Mind only. For pro- 
phane and unhallowed they hold all 


ſuch as out of periſhing and mortal 
-« Materials, uſe to faſhion their Gods 


after the Likeneſs of Men. They 
hold that the divine Being, eternal 


and ſupreme, is incapable of all. 
Change, incapable of ever ending. 


In their Cities, therefore, no Images. 


are ſeen, ſo far are they Fon allow-- 
ing ſuch in their Temples.” 


Jacitus then proceeds to deſcribe te: 
of Judæu, and to bring down. 
of the Fews to his oẽ n 
But what I have quoted out 


I 3 ſhew- 
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ſhew the concurrent Teſtimony of a 
Number of Heathen Writers, with 
the Hiſtory of the Fews, as delivered 
in the Books of Moſes. To which 1 
ſhall only add a few Remarks on that 
Obſervation, which is here mentioned 
by Tacitus, that theſe Ceremonies in aubat- 
ever Way introduced, are by their Anti- 
guity maintained; there not being in 
the Nature of Things, a ſtronger Proof 
of the Truth of any ancient Matter of 
Fact, thanthecontimuedanduninterrupt- 
ed Practice of ſome ceremonial or ritual 
Obſervance, that was originally inſtitu- 
ted as a Memorial of that Matter of 
Fact. And of Conſequence it will fol- 
| low, that the continued Obſervation of 
the Sabbath, of the Paſſover, of the Frafts 
of Tents, Nc. among the Jes, is a li- 
ving Proof that thoſe Matters of Fact, 
in Memory of which they were inſti- 
tuted, had a real Exiſtence; ſome Time 
or other. And as Tacitus has mention- 
ed that of Circumciſion, there is ſome- 
thing ſo remarkable in it, that I cannot 


| Hel taking Notice of it. For, he n. 
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it was inſtituted in order to preſerve the 


Fews as a peculiar People, in being di- 
ſtinguiſhed by a particular Mark. And 
Moſes ſays — only the fame Thing, but 
alſo, ha God at the ſame Time that 
he appointed the Ordinance of Circum- 
cifion; commanded Abraham to change 
his Name from Abram, which ſignifies 
Venerable Father, to Abraham, which 
ſignifies the venerable: Father of a Mul- 
t1 — ſaying, for.a Father of Many Na- 
tions have I made thee. And I will 
male thee: exceeding fruitful, and I will 
make Nations of. thee, and Kings ow 
come out of tber. . 
Ap I defy the World to produce 
ſuch another Inſtance. It is now near 
four thouſand Years ago, fince a Pro- 
hecy was publiſhed, concerning an old 
Nan of an hundred Vears of Age, that 
he ſhould: be exceedingly fruitful,” and 
that Nations ſhould come out of him, 


on which Account, he was ordered to 


circumciſe himfelf and his Family, that 

_ this particularity, they may be di- 

10014 ö 1 
+ Gen, xvii. 5. &c. > Jix bout ® 
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ſtinguiſhed from the reſt of Mankind: | P 
And what is become of this Prophecy? E 
How has the Event anſwered? Why!“ ce 
from that Day to this in a miraculous 


Manner. For, in leſs than five Hun- to 
dred Vears afterwards, one Branch of WW, 
his Family alone, amounted- to the 4 
Number of ſix hundred thouſand Men, di 
beſides Women and Children.“ And 7:4 
if we were to compute: the Number of th 
Jews and Mahometans which are now a 
upon the Face of this Earth, for theſe N 
laſt are the Deſcendants from Abraham NV 
by Iſmael, and continue to circumciſe | L 
themſelves as well as the Jeus, who fe 
are his Deſcendants by his Son T/aac ; E 
Ido not know whether we ſhould: Be T 
much miſtaken; if we ſaid that they R 
amounted to one tenth Part of all Man- R 
kind. But ſure I am, that there is no- it 
ſuch other Inſtance in the whole World, V 
and that this may fairly be looked upon of 

as a" ſtanding and living Miracle, ap- 
pointed and continued by Almighty St 
O 


- Gop, among other wiſe Reaſons, as a 
Balingen 0 Proof. 
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Proof of the divine Inſpiration of that 


Hiſtory, in which this Prophecy is re- 


corded. 


I SsngALL add one Atteſtation more, 


to the Truth of the Moſaical Hiſtory. 


Moſes informs us in the Book of Exo- 


dus, that in the Journeying of the Chil- 


dren of 1/rael from Eg yt to Mount Si- 
nai, they pitched in Rephidim; aud 
there was no Water for | the People to 


drink. And the People thirſted there for 


Water; and the People murmurred againſt 
Moſes. . And Moſes cried unto the 
Lord. And the LoxD ſaid unto Mo- 
ſes, go on before the Peaple, and take 


with thee of the Elders of Iſrael. Behold 


T will land befere thee there upon the 


Rock in Horeb; and thou ſhalt' ſmite the 


Rock, and there ſhall come Water out of 


it, that the People may drink. And 
Moſes did ſo in the Sighe of the analy 
of Iſrael. * 


AnD now, what is become of this 
Stone? Hear O ye Heavens, and give Far 
O Earth! It is ſtill in Being, ſtill viſible 

to 
* Exod, xvii. l. | 
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of this Miracle inſcribed on every Side 
of it. And that Infidelity may no lon- 
„ ger doubt thereof, I ſhalf here literall 
copy the Deſcription that is given of i, 
by the learned Dr. Shaw, in his Tra- 
vels to Mount Sinai. Where after de- 
ſcribing ſeveral Parts of Mount Horeb, 
he ſays, After we had deſcended, 


«- weſtern Side of this Mountain, we 
„ came into the other Plain that is 
« formed by it, which is Repbidim. 
„ Ex. Xvli. I. Here we ſtill ſee that 
extraordinary Antiquity, the Rock of 
„ Meribab, Ex. xvii. 6. which hath 
( 
cc 


continued down to this Day, with- 


Marble, about fix Yards Square, ly- 
ing tottering as it were; and looſe, in 
the Middle of the Valley, and ſeems 
* to have formerly belonged to Mount 


« Precipices 


*The Reader ſhould know that Mount Sinai 
is a Part of Mount Abreb.. 


to:the'Eye, with the infallible Marks: 


« with no- ſmall Difficulty, down the 


out the leaſt Injury from Time or 
Accidents. It is a Block of Granate 


Sinai, x which hangs in a Variety of 
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<<: Precipices all over this Plain. The 
« JW/aters which  guſhed out, and the. 
« Stream which flowed wi thal, Pſ. vii. 
« 8. 21. have hollowed acroſs one 
Corner of this Rock, a Channel a- 
« bout two Inches deep, and twenty 
« wide, appearing .to be incruſted all 
« over, like the Inſide of a Tea Kettle, 
e that hath been long in Uſe. | Beſides 
« ſeveral moſſy Productions, that are 
« ſtill preſerved by the Dew, we ſee 
ce all over this Channel, a great Num- 
« ber of Holes, ſome of them four or: 
ce five Inches deep, and one or two in 
« Diameter, the lively and demonſtra- 
« tive Tokens of their having been 
« formerly ſo many Fountains. It 
: likewiſe may be further obſerved, - 
<« that Art or Chance could by no 
« Means be concerned in the Contri- 
<« vance. For every Circumſtance, 
c points out a Miracle, and, in the 
« ſame Manner with the Rent in the 
« Rock of Mount Calvary at Jeruſa- 
A en, never fails to produce a religious 
Surprize 
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* Surprize in all that ſee it.“ Which 

Account is confirmed by Dr. Pocock, 

who obſerved further, that within eve- 

17 one of the aforementioned - Holes, 
e 


re is an horizontal Crack, and in 


ſome, alſo, a Crack perpendicularly 
down; which, conſidering the great 


Hardneſs of Granate, makes it impoſſi- 


ble for theſe Appearances to have been 

the Work of a Hool. 
AcalN, Moſes ſays in the Book of 
Numbers, that, about thirty Vears after 
this, the Children of Hrael abode in Ka- 
deſh, and Miriam died there, and was 
Buried there. And there was no Water 
for the Congregation. And they gather- 
ed themſelves together, againſt Moſes and 
againſt Aaron. And Moſes and Aaron 
went from the Preſence of | the Aſſembly, 
unto the Door of the Tabernacle of the 
Congregation, and they fell upon their 
Faces: And the Glory of the LoRD ap- 
peared unto them. And the Loxp ſpoke 
unto Moſes, ſaying, Take the Rod, and 
gather 


* Shaw's Trav. P. 352. 
+ Pocock's Tray, P. 148. 
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gather thou the Aſſembly together, thou 
and Aaron thy Brother, and ſpeak ye un- 
to the Rock, before their Eyes, and it 
ſhall grve forth its Water, and thou ſhalt 
brit forth to them Water out of the 
Rock. And Moſes took the Rod. — And 
Moſes lift up his Hand, and with his 
Rod he ſmote the Rock twice ; and the 
Waters came out abundantly, and the 
Congregation drank, and their Beaſts 
alſo. x | 

Wurrcn Rock is alſo: in Being, as 
well as the other, as appears. from. an 

Original Manuſcript Journal, now in 
my own Poſſeſſion, which was written. 
by the Prefetto of Egypt, from the Con- 
vent de propagande Fide, A. D. 1722; 
giving an Account of. his Travels from 
Grand Cairo to Mount Sinai, and back 
again, Wherein, after ſpeaking of the 
aforementioned Rock, in the Valley of 
Rapbidim, he ſays, in his Journey 3 

K n 


* Numb. xx. 1 11. 


t A Tranſlation of this Journal in a Letter t to- 
the Society of Antiquarians at London, is now in. 
the Preſs, as before mentioned, p. 142. 
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't Mount Sinai towards Tor, © we paſſed D 
0 0 by a large Rock on our left Hand, * 
114 „ in which, as in that other Rock I T. 
FS ec which Moſes ſtruck with his Rod, 
11 e appear from the Bottom to the Top, 
1 % Openings where. Water guſhed out.“ 
1 And now what can Scepticiſm ſay, to 
1 theſe two, if not living, yet, ſtanding 
Miracles in Atteſtation of the Truth of 
the Moſaical Hiſtory? Which in my 
humble Opinion, cannot poſſibly be 
confidered in any other Light, than as 
two Tables of Teſtimony, written in 
Stone by the Finger of Gop. 

AND now, my Lord, having thus 
vindicated the Authenticity of the Scrip- 
tures of the New Teſtament, and pro- 
ved the Veracity of the Moſaical Hiſto- 
ry, from the concurrent Teſtimony of 
Heathen Writers, and the additional 
Atteſtation of living and of ſtanding Mi- 
racles, I ſhall, as ſoon as I have Leiſure, 
reviſe thoſe Letters which I did myſelf 
the Honour of writing to your Lord- 
ſhip formerly, in Vindication of the 
Maſaical Account of the Creation and 

| Deluge, 
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Deluge, and ſhall give them to the 
World, as a proper Sequel to this 
Treatiſe. 


Who am, &c. 
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HE Letters of Pliny the Younger, 


with Obſervations on each Let- 
ter; and an. Eſſay on Pliny's Life, 
addreſſed to Charles, Lord Boyle, by 
John, Earl of Orrery in 2 Vols. 8vo. o 11 4 
Matho : Or, the Coſmotheoria Puerilis 
Two Vols. 0 
Twenty-two Sermons on Social Duties 
and their oppoſite Vices. By the Au- 
thor of the Life of King David, 8 vo. o 4 4 
Compleat Syſtem of experienced Im- 
provements made on Sheep, Graſs- 
Lambs, and Houſe-Lambs, &. o 5 f 
Familiar Letters upon moſt Occaſions. 
By the Author of Pamela, o' 2 | 
The. Satires of Juvenal. Tranſlated into 
Engliſh Proſe, with explanatory and 
claſſical Notes, relating to the Laws 
and Cuſtoms of the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, for the uſe of young Gentlemen 
and Ladies. 0 2" 
The Memorable Things of SocRArEs, 
written by Xenophon. In Five Books. 
Tranſlated into Engliſh. To which 
is prefixed the Life of Socrates, from 
the French of Monſieur Charpentier, 
a Member of the French Academy. 
And the Life of Xenophon, collected 
from ſeveral Authors, with an Account 
of his Writings | © 3 3 
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